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NEWS FROM HOPE COLLEGE

    The largest incoming class in the 
college’s history filled the floor of the 
DeVos Fieldhouse for the college’s 
Opening Convocation on Sunday, 
Aug. 28.  Marking the beginning of 
the college’s 150th academic year, 
and following the bustle of Move-
In Day and the opening sessions of 
New Student Orientation, the event 
featured an address by Dr. Marc 

Baer, professor of history and chairperson of the 
department.  With the members of the Class of 
2015 at the start of their college experience, Dr. 
Baer asked that they remember to look beyond 
themselves for wisdom as they spend the next 
four years improving the self within.

The entire address is available online.
   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Baer said.  “In an important way he was following 
Solomon’s advice: ‘Get wisdom! Get understanding 
before anything else’ (Proverbs 4:7).  Having reached 
outward, Mandela was able to nurture an inward 
commitment to reconciliation.”
 The students, he said, could find such 
understanding in many places.

He cited the example of author Mildred 
Armstrong Kalish, who as she grew older came to 
appreciate how her grandparents had helped shape 
her, through sayings like “It’s easier to keep up than 
to catch up” and “Use it up; wear it out; make it do; 
do without.”
 “Kalish absorbed these lessons about managing 
yourself, looking back realizing her character was 
being built from the day she was born—‘improving 
one’s mind’ constituting ‘the essential focus of our 
lives,’” Dr. Baer said.  “Here’s the takeaway:  when 
you return home for Thanksgiving, take your 
grandparents out for coffee and ask them to teach 
you, and then as Mildred Armstrong Kalish did, use 
their teaching to work on your interior.”
 He told of his former student “Susan,” who 
through a strong Christian faith overcame the 
challenges of poverty and a broken home, and 
as a graduate is committed to helping others as 
she found her faith and faith community helped 
her.  He also recalled “Ryan,” who because of a 
high school injury couldn’t participate in college 
basketball as he’d planned—and thus became 
a physical therapist, to help others who’d gone 
through what he had.  “And so years later when a 
middle-aged college professor forgot that he wasn’t 
a construction worker and injured his shoulder he 
was able to go to Ryan, who healed him,” Dr. Baer 
said.
 All of the stories, he said, “teach us not to 
be afraid to turn outward so as to work on our 
interiors.”

“So during the next four years think about 
holding firmly to your most deeply-held values 
while allowing your mind to be fully open to learn 
new things,” Dr. Baer said.  “Be especially careful 
not to restrict that mind to the present, or, as C.S. 
Lewis tells us, you’ll be the most provincial of 
people, majoring in the ephemeral and missing the 
eternal.”

Quote, unquote is an eclectic      
sampling of things said at and 

about Hope College.

 “We often have to reach outside ourselves in 
order to grow inwardly,” Dr. Baer said. “Consider 
the necessity of simultaneously turning inward for 
strength and outward for tools.”
 Dr. Baer titled his address “Invictus,” Latin 
for “Unconquered,” the title of an 1875 poem 
by William Ernest Henley in which the narrator 
celebrates remaining strong despite adversity.  
Henley had lost a leg to tuberculosis as a teen, 
and endured additional hardship later in life due 
to the disease.  Dr. Baer noted that the title is also 
shared by—and the poem prominent in—the 2009 
film Invictus, in which South African President 
Nelson Mandela hopes to have the 1995 rugby 
World Cup help foster racial reconciliation in the 
aftermath of apartheid.  Portrayed by Morgan 
Freeman, Mandela relates how the poem inspired 
him to avoid bitterness even across nearly 30 years 
in prison.
 “In his case, while in prison, Mandela turned 
to someone who was free, of a different race, 
a different time and a different country,” Dr. 

http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31333
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Events

DE PREE GALLERY
 “Bruce McCombs: Hope College 
Architecture: An Exhibition 
of Watercolors”—Friday, Oct. 
14-Friday, Nov. 18
 More than 30 paintings 

by faculty member Bruce 
McCombs featuring the 
campus.

Juried Student Art Show—Friday-
Friday, Dec. 2-16
 Work by Hope students.

The gallery is open Mondays through 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
Admission is free.  Please call the 
gallery at (616) 395-7500 for more 
information.

ADMISSIONS
Campus Visits: The Admissions 
Office is open from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. weekdays, and from 
September through early June 
is also open from 9 a.m. until 
noon on Saturdays.  Tours and 
admissions interviews are available 
during the summer as well as the 
school year.  Appointments are 
recommended.
Visit Days:  Visit Days offer 
specific programs for prospective 
students, including transfers and 
high school juniors and seniors.  
The programs show students and 
their parents a typical day in the 
life of a Hope student.  The days 
for 2011-12 are:

 Fri., Oct. 21 Fri, Feb. 3
 Fri, Oct. 28 Fri, Feb. 17
 Fri, Nov. 4 Mon., Feb. 20
 Fri, Nov. 11 Fri, March 2
 Fri, Nov. 18 Fri, March 30
 Mon., Jan. 16 Fri, April 13
 Fri, Jan. 27 Fri, April 20

For further information about any 
Admissions Office event, please call 
(616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800-
968-7850; check on-line at www.
hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope 
College Admissions Office; 69 E. 
10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, 
MI; 49422-9000.

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
Fall Semester
Nov. 4-6, Friday-Sunday—Family 

Weekend 
Nov. 24-28, Thursday, 8 a.m. to 

Monday, 8 a.m.—Thanksgiving 
Recess

Dec. 9, Friday—Last day of classes
Dec. 12-16, Monday-Friday—

Semester examinations 
Dec. 16, Friday—Residence halls 

close, 5 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES
Please visit the college online at 
www.hope.edu/athletics/winter.
html for schedules for the fall 
athletic season, including men’s 
basketball, women’s basketball, and 
men’s and women’s swimming.  
Copies may be obtained by calling 
(616) 395-7860.

INSTANT INFORMATION
Updates on events, news and 
athletics at Hope may be obtained 
online 24 hours a day at www.
hope.edu/pr/events.html.

TICKET SALES
Tickets for events with advance 
ticket sales are available at the ticket 
office in the front lobby of the 
DeVos Fieldhouse, which is open 
weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and can be called at (616) 395-7890.

GREAT PERFORMANCE SERIES
Kenny Barron Trio—Friday, Nov. 
11:  Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 
7:30 p.m.
ETHEL with Robert Mirabal—
Friday, Jan. 27:  Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Calefax Reed Quintet—Tuesday, 
Feb. 28:  Dimnent Memorial 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Cashore Marionettes—
Friday-Saturday, March 30-31:  
Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 
(Friday) and 2 p.m. (Saturday)

Tickets are $18 for regular admission, 
$13 for senior citizens, and $6 for 
children under 18 and Hope students.

 
ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS

Albertus C. Van Raalte:  Leader 
and Liaison—Monday-Tuesday, 
Oct. 24-25
 An international bilateral 

conference organized by the 
Van Raalte Institute celebrating 
the bicentennial of the birth of 
the Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte 
(1811-76), founder of Holland, 
Mich., and co-organizer of 
Hope.  Following the sessions 
at Hope, the conference will 
resume on Thursday-Friday, Nov. 
3-4, in Ommen, Overijssel, the 
Netherlands.  More information 
is available at www.hope.edu/vri.

Family Weekend—Friday-Sunday, 
Nov. 4-6

For more information, please 
call the Office of Alumni 
and Parent Relations at (616) 
395-7250 or visit the Alumni 
Association online at: www.
hope.edu/alumni.

DANCE
dANCEpROjECt—Wednesday-

Saturday, Oct. 26-29
 Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
 Tickets are $10 for regular 

admission, $7 for senior citizens, 
and $5 for children 18 and under.

Student Dance Concert—
Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 21-22

 Dow Center, 8 p.m.
 Admission is free.
Student Dance Concert—

Monday-Tuesday, Dec. 5-6
 Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
 Admission is free.
Ballet Club:  The Nutcracker—

Friday-Saturday, Dec. 9-10
 Knickerbocker Theatre, 7 p.m.
 Free tickets available through 

the ticket office starting 
Tuesday, Nov. 1.

THEATRE
The Two Gentlemen of Verona—
Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 17-19; 
Monday-Tuesday, Nov. 21-22
 By William Shakespeare
 DeWitt Center, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for regular admission, 
$7 for senior citizens, and $5 for 
children 18 and under.

TRADITIONAL EVENTS
Nykerk Cup Competition—
Saturday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m.
 Holland Civic Center
Christmas Vespers—Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 3-4
 Dimnent Memorial Chapel

JACK RIDL VISITING WRITERS SERIES

Jaimy Gordon, fiction, Thursday, 
Nov. 3
Edward Hirsch and Adam 
Zagajewski, poetry, Monday, Nov. 
14

The readings will be at the 
Knickerbocker Theatre beginning at   
7 p.m.  Admission is free.

MUSIC
Each week, the department of music 
presents multiple concerts and 
recitals featuring the college’s major 
ensembles, faculty and guest soloists, 
and individual students. Please visit 
Hope online for the complete list.

Organ Concert—Tuesday, Oct. 
25:  Albertus C. Van Raalte 200th 
birthday celebration, featuring 
Huw Lewis and Linda Strouf ’84, 
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 
p.m.  Admission is free.
Wind Ensemble “Halloween 
Concert”—Monday, Oct. 31:  
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 5 p.m.  
Admission is free.
Family Weekend Concert—Friday, 
Nov. 4:  featuring outstanding first-
year Distinguished Artist Award 
recipients, Dimnent Memorial 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Donia Organ Recital—Tuesday, 
Nov. 15:  Raul Ramirez, Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  
Admission is free.
Christmas Vespers—Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 3-4:  Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel.  The services 
will be on Saturday, Dec. 3, at 4:30 
p.m. and 8 p.m., and on Sunday, 
Dec. 4, at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.  The 
public sale of tickets will take 
place on Saturday, Nov. 19, from 
10 a.m. until the tickets are gone 
in the DeVos Fieldhouse ticket 
office. Tickets are $10 each, with a 
limit of four per person.
Madrigal Dinner—Friday-
Saturday, Dec. 9-10:  Maas Center, 
auditorium, 7 p.m.  Tickets are $25 
for adults and $15 for children 
under 18 and Hope students, and 
will be available through the ticket 
office starting Tuesday, Nov. 1.

www.hope.edu/admissions
www.hope.edu/pr/events/html
www.hope.edu/alumni
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Campus Scene

ACCLAIM CONTINUES: 
Building on a tradition of 
recognized excellence, the 
Hope chapter of Mortar 
Board received multiple 
awards during the 
national organization’s 
annual summer 

conference earlier this year, including recognition 
as one of the top five chapters in the country.
 The honors follow having received multiple 
awards during each of the past several years, 
including being named the top chapter during 
the national conference a year ago.  There’s a five-
year wait before the chapter will be eligible to be 
considered for the top award again.
 The awards program recognized activities 
during the 2010-11 school year.  Hope received a 
“Golden Torch Award,” 12 “Project Excellence” 
awards, and the “First Book Award” as the top 
chapter in the national “Reading is Leading” 
Virtual Book Drive Challenge.

The conference was held on Friday-Sunday, 
July 29-31, in Chicago, Ill.  The photograph 
shows the leaders of the chapter this year and 
advisors back on campus with the awards.

The “Golden Torch Award” honors chapters 
that have excelled in the areas of scholarship, 
leadership and service.  The Hope chapter was 
one of the top five “Golden Torch Award” 
recipients for the fifth year in a row.

The Hope Alcor chapter received 12 
“Project Excellence Awards.”  Hope’s awards 
recognized the chapter’s Last Lecture Series; 
Disability Prom; full college scholarships for 
eight students in Tanzania; Kiva Microloans for 
six different projects in six countries; Invisible 
Children Legacy Scholarship; Dance Marathon 
participation; “President for a Day Swap”; Mortar 
Board Week and Visibility Projects; Children’s 
After School Achievement (CASA) program 
pumpkin carving, stocking stuffing and Border’s 
gift cards; First Book Virtual Book Drive and 
Homecoming Week Book Drive; events for 
members at the homes of the chapter’s two 
advisors; and marshmallow thrower fundraiser.

The Hope chapter led the national “Reading is 
Leading” Virtual Book Drive Challenge from 2008 
through 2010, and had also won the initial “First 
Book Award” last year.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

NURSING EARNS 100 PERCENT: Hope nursing 
graduates have consistently bested the national 
and state averages in passing the national 
licensing exam.  This year, they did it perfectly.

Every Hope nursing graduate of the 2010-11 
school year passed the National Council Licensure 
Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN).  
It is the highest pass rate in the history of the 
program, which achieved pass rates of 97 percent 
during 2009-10 and 95 percent during 2008-09.

The state and national averages for 2010-11 
were 92 percent and 91 percent respectively.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

PULL ’11:  The 
freshman Class of 
2015 has won the Pull 
tug-of-war, held on 
Saturday, Oct. 1, across 
the Black River.
 The freshmen 
won by 38 feet, seven inches in the three-hour 
contest with the sophomore Class of 2014.

Since 1909, the freshmen have taken 31 
contests to the sophomore class’s 64; the odd-
year/even-year split for the same period is 41 
to 54.  There have been four draws and four 
cancellations since 1909.  In 2010, the sophomore 
Class of 2013 defeated the freshman Class of 2014 
on Saturday, Sept. 25.  The last freshman victory 
was by the Class of 2011 in 2007.

A gallery of images from this year’s Pull is 
available on the college’s website.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

HISTORIC EXHIBIT:  Hope is one of only 40 sites 
nationwide, and the only location in Michigan, 
chosen to host a National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH)-supported traveling 
exhibition that highlights the creation and 
impact of the King James Bible in conjunction 
with the 1611 book’s 400th anniversary.
 The exhibition “Manifold Greatness:  The 
Creation and Afterlife of the King James Bible” 
will be featured in the Van Wylen Library from 
Friday, March 2, 
through Friday, 
March 30, 2012.  
The library applied 
in partnership 
with Herrick 
District Library 
and Western Theological Seminary’s Beardslee 
Library, and all three will be working together to 
highlight the exhibition and organize additional 
presentations by area scholars and guests that 
will expand on its themes.

The college’s Rare Book Collection includes 
a 1611 King James Bible.  Donated by Dr. 
Everett Welmers ’32, the college’s Bible is from 
a printing known as the “She” Bible because 
a “he” pronoun that appeared in Ruth 3:15 
in another of the 1611 printings was instead 
rendered as “she.”
 “Manifold Greatness:  The Creation and 
Afterlife of the King James Bible,” a traveling 
exhibition for libraries, was organized by the 
Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C., 
and the American Library Association Public 
Programs Office.  It is based on an exhibition 
of the same name developed by the Folger 
Shakespeare Library and the Bodleian Library, 
University of Oxford, with assistance from 
the Harry Ransom Center of the University 
of Texas, to mark the 400th anniversary of 
the publication of the King James Bible.  The 
traveling exhibition was made possible by a 
major grant from the NEH.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

NEW COMPETITION:  
A sport with a long 
tradition at Hope is 
entering a new era, with 
men’s and women’s 
lacrosse becoming an 
intercollegiate sport 
starting with the 2012-
13 school year.
 Currently a club sport at the college, lacrosse 
is becoming a varsity sport in the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA) on 
the same timetable.  With lacrosse sponsored 
by seven of the MIAA-member schools (Adrian, 
Albion, Alma, Calvin, Hope, Olivet and Trine), 
the league will receive an automatic qualification 
to NCAA Division III postseason competition.

Initiated in 1974, the Hope men’s program 
is one of Michigan’s oldest established 
collegiate lacrosse club programs.  The women’s 
program was started in 2000.

Last season, the Flying Dutchmen finished 
the 2010-11 season with a 12-3-1 record and 
earned their first-ever bid to the MCLA National 
Tournament in Denver, Colo., and the Flying 
Dutch posted a program-best 11-3 record and 
for the first time advanced to the playoffs of 
Women’s Collegiate Lacrosse League (WCLL).

Bob Klein ’75 was among Hope’s lacrosse 
pioneers.  As word spread of the sport’s addition 
to the ranks of intercollegiate competition at 
the college, he reflected a bit on the origins and 
the journey since.

“When I organized the first team in 1973-
74 through various fundraisers, and gathered 
mostly adventurous novice players for our first 
season, the idea that Hope College would ever 
field a varsity lacrosse team was a wild dream,” 
he said.  “Live long enough, and some wild 
dreams come true.”

“In the years since our first season in 1974 
the sport has garnered respect and admiration 
as quality student-athletes carried the club 
banner for many years, and now more recently, 
with the leadership of coach Mike Schanhals, 
regional and national attention has come to 
Hope’s men’s lacrosse teams,” he said.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

HOPE IN PICTURES:  Please visit the college 
online to enjoy extensive photo galleries 
organized by topic and chronicling a variety 
of events in the life of Hope.  
At right is a moment from 
this year’s “Time to Serve” 
program, which is designed 
to help new students learn 
about service while assisting 
and getting to know their 
community and becoming 
better acquainted with one another. Some 390 
students participated in projects at more than 
30 sites throughout the community during this 
year’s event, held on Saturday, Sept. 3.  

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31345
www.hope.edu/pr/gallery
http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31447
http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31314
http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31270
www.hope.edu/pr/gallery
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Campus Scene

The members of the Class of 2015 will certainly 
      make their mark individually at Hope across the 
next four years.  As they sang the Alma Mater Hymn 
at the conclusion of the Opening Convocation 
on Sunday, Aug. 28, they had already done so 
collectively, having earned distinction as the largest 
freshman class in the college’s history.

At some 848 students, the class also helped 
propel Hope’s overall enrollment to the highest level 

The largest freshman class in the college’s history becomes part of the fabric of Hope during 
New Student Orientation.  Clockwise from above:  enthusiastic orientation assistants, volunteers 
all, make a new arrival feel welcome—not least of all by next unloading the car and carrying the 
contents inside; the Class of 2015 closes the Opening Convocation with the Alma Mater Hymn; 
Martie Tucker ’63 Bultman and President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63 greet students and families; 
meeting in small groups, the students get to know one another and their new college home; 
Dutch greets a family; checking in at Scott Hall; bringing furniture to Phelps Hall.

in history, 3,249 students overall.  It is the sixth year 
in a row that enrollment has topped 3,200.  Hope’s 
previous high was 3,238 students in the fall of 2008.
 The new class, reflecting the student body as 
a whole, includes students from within walking 
distance of campus as well as those who hail from the 
other side of the globe.  Overall, Hope has enrolled 
1,245 men and 2,004 women from 43 states and 
territories and 33 foreign countries.

For a gallery of more than 60 images from this year’s New Student Orientation, please 
visit the college online.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc
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where the pollution might have come from 
in the first place, by identifying components 
within the sediment and E. coli.

The researchers plan to rank-order the 
sources to help community leaders decide 
which should be given priority.  “If you have 
a finite amount of money to fix it, where 
should you put the money?” Dr. Peaslee said.
 Dr. Peaslee, who has been studying the 
local watershed since the latter 1990s and 
edited the 2008 book An Environmental History 
of The Lake Macatawa Watershed, described 
the sediment run-off as a problem more than 

a century in the making.  He noted that 
development in the area since the region was 
settled in the 1840s has reduced the quantity 
of wetlands and forest, leading to increased 
run-off into the lake.  The sediment carries 
with it excess nutrients that in turn lead 
to developments such as a high volume of 
algae which, when it decomposes, reduces 
the oxygen level and kills fish.  “You get this 
continual cycle because it’s a stressed lake,” 
he said.
 The E. coli problem is more recent, 
arising, Dr. Peaslee said, within the past 

decade and getting worse.  In 2010, high 
levels of the bacteria led to the closing of the 
beach at Dunton Park near the east side of the 
lake nearly 70 percent of the time.
 The E. coli-related research is being led 
by Dr. Michael Pikaart, associate professor 
of chemistry, using a DNA-identification 
technique developed by Dr. Rose at Michigan 
State University.  The problem with the E. coli 
in the lake, Dr. Pikaart said, is not the E. coli 
itself but the fact that the E. coli indicates the 
presence of fecal matter, which does pose a 
health hazard.
 “We’re not interested in E. coli per se,” he 
said.  “We’re using it as a marker mechanism 
for fecal material.”
 One major question the researchers are 
seeking to answer is what sort of waste the E. 
coli has accompanied—from humans, from 
cows or from other types of animals.  That 
information alone, Dr. Pikaart said, will not 
only better clarify the risk level—with human 
waste posing the greatest danger—but also 
offer clues as to the starting point.

“There’s a difference in the bacteria that 
inhabit humans and cows, and these are 
differences that can be identified,” he said.  
“There’s a lot of fine detail about not only 
which organism does it come from, but where 
is it from.”

The research this summer went 
exceptionally well, with multiple rainfalls 
providing good opportunities to collect 
material and the initial data analysis already 
indicating likely major sources.  The work 
isn’t done, though, with the team anxious to 
confirm the initial findings, and to continue 
to collect information to see if there are 
differences seasonally.
 The researchers have already been 
sharing their preliminary results with local 
“stakeholders,” those with both an interest 
in the lake and watershed and the ability 
to shape its future, with more detailed 
reports to come as work continues across 
the next year and beyond.  The work is 
also expected to eventually yield articles in 
scholarly publications, ideally enabling other 
researchers focused on other watersheds to 
make a difference in their communities as 
well.
 Especially, though, Dr. Peaslee is pleased 
to see meaningful discussion taking place 
locally, with varied groups—from multiple 
governmental units, to farm bureaus, to 
environmental organizations—coming 
together to address a need in the community, 
and that Hope can help.
 “The most exciting aspect of it to me is 
that we’ve got all these people starting to talk 
in the same room,” Dr. Peaslee said.  “And 
they’re talking not only about studying it, but 
how to fix it.”
 “And we won’t participate in all those 
conversations, but we’ll contribute,” he said.

R esearchers at Hope are running in high gear 
         in pinpointing the sources of pollution 
entering Lake Macatawa, seeking answers that 
will enable the Holland region to start finding 
solutions.
 Their efforts are focusing on the large 
quantities of sediment pouring into the lake 
and the high levels of E. coli bacteria.  The 
research is being conducted through a major 
grant to the Outdoor Discovery Center 
Macatawa Greenway, announced in June, that 
is engaging several organizations, including 
Hope, in resolving problems that have plagued 
the lake for years.

 It’s work that is offering lessons on multiple 
levels—not only finding answers to help the 
community, not only developing approaches 
that can be used elsewhere, but also, crucially, 
providing learning opportunities for the many 
students who are centrally involved.
 Led by faculty members Dr. Graham 
Peaslee and Dr. Michael Pikaart, the research 
is spread across seven laboratories in two 
buildings, taking the process from organizing 
and storing samples gathered at the lake and 
its tributaries, to running a variety of tests, to 
collecting and analyzing the resulting data.  
Across the summer, the work involved more 
than a dozen current students, recent science 
graduates, a high school teacher and two high 
school students, a post-doctoral researcher and 
a cohort of 10 community volunteers.  The 
team’s a bit smaller and the pace has slowed 
some during the school year—there is the 
matter of classes—but not by much.
 “The scale of this project is big for Hope, 
but it’s appropriate for this project,” said 
Dr. Peaslee, who is the Elmer E. Hartgerink 
Professor of Chemistry and chairperson of the 
department as well as a professor of geology 
and environmental science.

“We’re going to get data out of it that 
nobody else has, and that’s pretty exciting, and 
it’s going to have a really unique outcome,” 
he said.  “It’s intense, it’s fun, and it’s a great 
educational experience for our students.”

Junior Kyle Alexander of Stevensville, 
Mich., and senior Lauren Zandstra of 
Flushing, Mich., both of whom are majoring 
in chemistry, each worked with the project 
full-time this summer, drawn by the chance 
to have an impact while gaining important 
experience.

“I chose this particular research project 
because of the environmental benefits the 
project plans on achieving and the wide array 
of lab techniques that I would be able to 
observe and use,” Zandstra said.

“I have lived in southwest Michigan for 
most of my life, so I would definitely consider 
this area home,” Alexander said.  “I saw this 
research project as an opportunity to help 
improve the environment.”

“It has been a great experience to work 
in a larger research group,” he said.  “We are 

combining many different analysis techniques, 
so I am able to learn a lot about other methods 
of research outside of my own.  It is really 
exciting when we are able to compile the data, 
especially if it lines up.” 

The effort to better understand and 
ultimately address the lake’s pollution is a 
collaborative effort that is supported through 
a $500,000 grant to the Outdoor Discovery 
Center Macatawa Greenway from a group 
of private donors led by the Dick and Betsy 
DeVos Family Foundation and the Jim 
and Donna Brooks family.  In addition to 
the Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa 
Greenway and Hope, the partnership includes 
the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, 
the Annis Water Resources Institute at Grand 
Valley State University and Dr. Joan Rose from 
Michigan State University.

The Hope researchers are collecting 
samples from throughout the watershed to 
help provide a detailed understanding of 
where the pollution is entering the lake.  
There are 43 sites for collecting sediment 
samples, and 11 sites for collecting E. coli 
samples.  Advanced testing techniques are 
further helping the researchers zero in on 

Campus Scene

 

 

Researchers in multiple laboratories at Hope are working on a project that will help West Michigan 
by identifying sources of pollution entering Lake Macatawa—information being gathered so that the 
community can take steps to eliminate the problem. In addition to meeting a need in Hope’s hometown, 
the effort is a prime learning opportunity for the students involved. Above, junior Adam Maley and senior 
Kristen Hasbrouck prepare sediment samples for phosphate analysis.

“We’re going to get data out of it that nobody else has, and 
that’s pretty exciting, and it’s going to have a really unique 
outcome.  It’s intense, it’s fun, and it’s a great educational 
experience for our students.”
 – Dr. Graham Peaslee, 

the Elmer E. Hartgerink Professor of Chemistry and professor 
of geology and environmental science

Through dozens of sites located across the Macatawa 
watershed, the Hope research team is collecting 
sediment and E. coli samples to help pinpoint the 
sources of pollution entering the lake. Above, junior 
Kyle Alexander and senior Lauren Zandstra work with 
a sediment station at the DeGraaf Nature Center this 
summer.
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For the past 21 years, the college’s Carl 
         Frost Center for Social Science Research 
has served as a model of the ways in which 
Hope’s educational mission can benefit 
students and community alike.

 From surveying to data analysis, the 
center offers accurate, accessible and practical 
research services to a broad range of clients, 
including multiple community organizations 
as well as faculty and student researchers at 
Hope.  Throughout the years, the center has 
consistently engaged students in a variety 
of ways, providing invaluable hands-on 
opportunities for them to regularly apply the 
life lessons they have learned at Hope while 
also gaining valuable research experience inside 
and outside the classroom.

Established in 1990, the center was 
advocated, and its creation supported, by 
members of the Scanlon Plan Associates, 
a consortium of companies collectively 
committed to using the participatory-
management practices developed by Joe 
Scanlon and further refined by Dr. Carl Frost, 
an internationally renowned organizational 
psychologist.  Dr. Frost, a former Michigan 
State University psychology professor, 
pioneered the development and application of 
participatory management practice in business, 
expanding on the work of Joseph Scanlon.

The Frost Center, which is housed in 
the college’s Anderson-Werkman Financial 
Center in downtown Holland, has built 
quite a reputation for itself throughout the 
last two decades as one of the most trusted 
research facilities in the greater West Michigan 
area.  While the center serves researchers 
and programs college-wide, it has become 
an important resource for—and connection 
to—other organizations.  During the past year 
alone, the center’s external clients—located 
locally and outside the region—have included 
a diverse mix, ranging from, among others, 
a publisher and a senior-care center, to the 
local Ready for School Community Initiative, 
to county health organizations across West 
Michigan, to a school district and a watershed 
group, as well as programs within the college’s 
parent denomination of the Reformed Church 
in America.

“Our external work is about 70 percent of 
what we do, and it connects Hope to the local 
community and beyond,” said the center’s 
director, Dr. Martin Hill.  “It’s a way we give 
back to the community.”

Since being hired as the Frost Center’s 
director in 2009, Dr. Hill has focused on 
further improving the outstanding resource 
while seeking to foster even more research 
relationships and experiences with students, 
faculty and staff, and external clients.

“The center will likely continue to expand 
while consistently offering employment 
opportunities to more students and also 
incorporating the latest technology related 
to social science research,” he said. “It will 
also continue to make a difference inside and 
outside of West Michigan through its support of 
important community-wide research projects.”

Each year, several students receive 
assistance from the center as they create 
research projects and survey instruments 
prior to presenting at local and nationwide 
research conferences.  The center offers 
accommodations like paper surveys, which can 
be distributed to members of the Hope and 
Holland communities, and computer software 
and hardware, enabling them to conduct 
online web surveys. 

Additionally, the center hires students—
typically part-time, but full-time during the 
summer--so that they can acquire experience in 
research and data collection while also assisting 
the center’s clients with the development of 
their research projects.  The students may 
participate in campus or community projects or 
conduct telephone surveys; each opportunity 
allows students to gain and expand their 
knowledge of social science research methods.

Psychology major Robyn Dewey ’13 of 
Prather, Calif., worked for the Frost Center full-
time this past summer. In addition to honing 

her research skills, Dewey learned valuable 
lessons about teamwork.

“The center always seems to have multiple 
projects in the works. As a result, everyone 
at the center must have a solid work ethic 
to finish projects as efficiently as possible,” 
Dewey said. “Everyone needs to work together 
as a team and bring their own strengths to the 
table to accomplish the tasks at hand.”

The center further supports student 
involvement in research by offering grants 
to members of the social science faculty 
who develop projects that are conducted 

collaboratively with students.  The center also 
assists faculty in research and instruction by 
helping them create in-class research projects, 
produce paper or computer surveys, or learn 
how to fully utilize data-analysis programs.

Throughout the years, the center has 
supported faculty members within nearly every 
one of the college’s academic disciplines. 

A former director of the Frost Center, 
psychologist Dr. Scott VanderStoep ’87 is 
currently developing a research project titled 
“A Psychological Profile of Elite Athletes 
with Sports Injuries” with assistance from 
the center.  He has recently used the center’s 
web survey software to complete his research 
initiatives. 

“The software allows faculty members 
to conduct surveys on the Internet. Lately, I 
administered an online questionnaire to all 
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
(MIAA) athletes, which examined their 
experiences with youth sports,” said Dr. 
VanderStoep, a professor of psychology and 
chairperson of the department. “My research 
students are now using the data to prepare 
abstracts to submit to a regional research 
conference.”

Dr. VanderStoep believes the center’s 
connections to students, faculty members, 
and individuals inside and outside of the 
Holland area are especially meaningful and 
will only continue to develop.

“The center, in a way, is a bridge that 
links college resources and expertise to 
organizations that need empirical answers to 
relevant questions,” he said.

This bridge has connected the Frost 
Center to numerous religious, educational, 
governmental, and non-profit organizations 
throughout the world. While fully 
implementing qualitative and quantitative 
research methodologies, the center helps 
clients develop geographic information 
systems (GIS), demographic profiles, and 
program evaluations, among other projects.

As a community health planner and 
analyst with the Ottawa County Health 
Department, Marcia Knol has been one of 
the center’s most loyal customers in recent 
years. Since 1994, the center has assisted the 
department, which monitors and protects 
the county’s overall health and well-being, 
with various data collection, evaluation, and 
analysis projects.

While working with the center, Knol has 
noticed the impact it has had on the lives of 
students.

“The ability to understand, use, and 
communicate effectively with data is a 
valuable asset for students – maybe even a 
necessary skill in their ‘tool boxes,’” Knol 
said. “Students are regularly exposed to 
research opportunities which serve them well 
throughout their careers.”

By Chris Lewis ’09

“The center will likely continue to expand while consistently 
offering employment opportunities to more students and also 
incorporating the latest technology related to social science 
research. It will also continue to make a difference inside and 
outside of West Michigan through its support of important 
community-wide research projects.”
  – Dr. Martin Hill, 

Director of the Carl Frost Center for Social Science Research

Across its more than two decades, the college’s Carl Frost Center for Social Science Research has become a 
trusted resource for external clients as well as researchers on campus. Crucially, the center provides multiple 
applied-learning opportunities for students, such as psychology major and junior Robyn Dewey, shown with 
center director Dr. Martin Hill while working full-time with the center this past summer.

Hope students help conduct a survey for one of 
the center’s clients. Serving as a resource to the 
community is a priority for the center, whose 
external clients in the past year alone have ranged 
from a publisher and a senior-care center, to the 
local Ready for School Community Initiative, to a 
school district and a watershed group, as well as 
programs within the college’s parent denomination 
of the Reformed Church in America.
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H  ope College has launched the largest 
          single fundraising effort in the college’s 
history, a $175 million comprehensive 
campaign that will benefit every student as it 
adds several new buildings and provides major 
boosts to the college’s endowment.

The effort will result in major 
enhancements to the campus and community 
landscape, including the construction of a 
concert hall and music building on Columbia 
Avenue at Ninth Street, an art museum on 
Columbia at 11th Street and a student center in 
the central campus adjacent to the historic Pine 
Grove.  The endowment support will be equally 
significant despite being less visible, and will 
contribute $30 million for student scholarships 
and another $20 million for faculty-student 
collaborative research, a signature part of the 
Hope experience for which the college has 
repeatedly received national recognition across 
the years.

Hope announced the “A Greater Hope” 
campaign during a press conference on Friday, 
Oct. 14, in conjunction with the October 
meeting of the college’s Board of Trustees.
 “I’m very excited about the campaign 
and what it will do for students’ educational 
experiences at Hope,” said President Dr. James 
E. Bultman ’63.  “Hope is good—really, very 
good—across the board, but our goal is to be 
the best:  the very best that we can be.”
 “This comprehensive campaign, when 
completed, will make a great Hope even 
greater, so that young women and men who 
choose to study here will have the physical, 
financial and human resources necessary to 
become all that God intends for them to be,” 
he said.
 The campaign includes $80 million 
for endowment, including scholarship 
and faculty support; $72 million for the 
construction and maintenance endowment of 
several capital projects; and $20 million to be 
raised through the annual Hope Fund, with a 

remaining $3 million currently undesignated.
 Through the end of September, more than 
$131 million had been raised.  The campaign 
effort is tentatively scheduled to run through 
June 30, 2013, contingent upon the successful 
conclusion of fund-raising.
 Four couples who have been involved in 
the life of the college for many years, six of the 
eight individuals since their days as students, 
are serving as co-chairs of the campaign:  Jim 
’63 and Ginger Huizenga ’64 Jurries of Holland, 
Dr. A. Paul ’67 and Carol Schaap of Grosse 
Pointe Park, David ’83 and Carol Girod ’81 Van 
Andel of Ada, and Bob and Cheri DeVos ’82 
VanderWeide of Ada.  In addition, Connie Hinga 
’49 Boersma of Holland and Marjorie Maas of 
Holland, both of whom have also been active 
members of the Hope community for decades, 
are serving as honorary chairs of the campaign.
 The construction projects will span the 
campus, from an engineering addition to 
VanderWerf Hall on Hope’s westernmost side, 

to the construction of a tennis complex at its 
easternmost, near Holland Municipal Stadium.
 The largest of the projects, a $33 million 
concert hall and music facility, will be 
constructed facing Columbia Avenue between 
Ninth and 10th streets.  It will include an 800-
seat auditorium—the first major acoustically 
superior concert space in the college’s history—
and a 125-seat recital hall, as well as offices and 
practice rooms for the department of music.   
Currently, the college’s major concerts on 
campus have taken place in Dimnent Memorial 
Chapel, which will continue to host events 
such as Christmas Vespers.  The department of 
music will be relocating from Nykerk Hall of 
Music, which was constructed in 1956 when 
Hope’s enrollment was 1,100 students instead 
of the current 3,200.  A lead gift from the 
Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation provided 
the stimulation for the project.
 Nykerk Hall will be removed and the 
site will house the new $21 million student 
center, which has received a lead gift from Bob 
and Cheri VanderWeide.  The center will be 
connected to the DeWitt Student and Cultural 
Center, which opened in 1971 as a student 
center but gave much of its space to college 
offices following the 1980 burning of the 

Van Raalte Hall administrative building.  The 
building will support a student-life program 
that has also grown substantially since 1971 as 
enrollment has increased.
 The $5 million Kruizenga Art Museum 
will be built on Columbia Avenue at 11th 
Street, immediately northeast of the De Pree 
Art Center.  The museum will provide much 
needed exhibition space for the college’s 
extensive Permanent Collection as well as 
visiting exhibitions, with additional support 
for curation of the collection.  The museum 
will complement the De Pree Art Center, which 
will also continue to host student exhibitions 
in its gallery space in addition to housing 
the offices and faculty and student studios of 
the department of art.  The museum is being 
named in honor of a leadership gift from 
Dr. Richard ’52 and Margaret Feldmann ’52 
Kruizenga of Dallas, Texas.
 The growing department of engineering 
will receive additional space through 
construction of a $4 million addition to the 
northwestern side of VanderWerf Hall, which 
currently houses the department as well as the 
departments of computer science, mathematics 
and physics.  The expansion will include 
purpose-built laboratory space for students 

enrolled in engineering design courses as well 
as for co-curricular projects like Formula SAE.  
The project has been supported through a 
leadership gift from Holland-based Haworth 
Inc.
 The campaign includes a total of $9 
million in improvements to the college’s 
athletic facilities on the eastern side of campus, 
several of which have already been completed.  
The Boeve and Wolters baseball and softball 
fields opened in the spring of 2008, and the 
Van Andel Soccer Stadium—funded through 
a leadership gift from David and Carol Van 
Andel—was dedicated in October 2009.  
Earlier this fall, Hope began construction 
on a 12-court outdoor tennis facility east of 
Holland Municipal Stadium, space that will 
complement the indoor DeWitt Tennis Center.  
The courts are named for Earle Vande Poele 
’35 and George Heeringa ’36, doubles partners 
on the Hope tennis team, and made possible 
by a leadership gift from the Ted ’72 and Barb 
Bonzelaar ’73 Etheridge family.
 The endowment portion of the campaign 
includes support for student scholarships, 
collaborative student-faculty research, 
outstanding faculty, and initiatives in 
international and multicultural education 

and spiritual life.  As of June 30, the college’s 
endowment totaled $155 million.
 The $30 million for scholarships is 
primarily supporting need-based awards.  
Currently, approximately 43 percent of the 
college’s endowment is directed toward student 
scholarships and awards, with about 63 percent 
of Hope students receiving need-based aid and 
92 percent receiving aid based on either need 
or merit.  The increased aid will help keep 
Hope affordable for talented and deserving 
students, and supports the college’s on-going 
effort to broaden the geographical, racial and 
international diversity of the student body.  A 
total of 76 new endowed scholarships have 
been established through the campaign to date.
 The campaign’s endowment focus includes 
$20 million for faculty-student collaborative 
research, which has received support through 
a leadership gift from Dr. A. Paul and Carol 
Schaap.  Hope currently has one of the largest 
summer undergraduate research programs in 
the country in the natural and applied sciences, 
with approximately 170 students conducting 
research with faculty full time between May 
and August.  Students conduct research part-
time with faculty mentors across the school 
year.
 Another $20 million in endowment is 
being sought to support outstanding members 
of the faculty in their teaching and research.  
So far through the campaign, the college 
has added eight endowed professorships, an 
endowed art museum curator position, 20 
departmental discretionary funds and two new 
faculty development funds.
 A total of $10 million in endowment 
will support existing and new initiatives in 
international and multicultural education and 
spiritual life.  Projects range from the Children’s 
After School Achievement (CASA) program 
and Phelps Scholars Program, to the World 
Christian Lecture Series.
 In addition to the campaign initiatives, 
the $175 million total includes the annual 
support being raised across the duration of the 
campaign through the college’s Hope Fund.  
Based on gifts given to the college each year, 
the Hope Fund provides critical support for on-
going operations of the college, ranging from 
maintaining the campus and providing supplies 
for classrooms and laboratories, to helping fund 
scholarships for needy students.

 More about A Greater Hope follows 
in this issue, including a special eight-page 
insert accompanying this two-page spread.  For 
additional information, and to explore supporting 
the college through the campaign, please visit 
Hope online at www.hope.edu/agreaterhope or 
contact Kate Frillmann, campaign director, at 
frillmann@hope.edu or (616) 395-7775.

A Greater Hope

“This comprehensive 
campaign, when completed, 
will make a great Hope 
even greater, so that young 
women and men who 
choose to study here will 
have the physical, financial 
and human resources 
necessary to become all that 
God intends for them to be.”

 – President James E. Bultman 63
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The $175 million A Greater Hope comprehensive campaign is literally reshaping campus from one end to the 
other through its capital projects, including the Van Andel Soccer Stadium and Boeve and Wolters baseball and 
softball fields, which are already benefiting students Shown still-to-come—following the essential support 
of the extended Hope family—are an engineering addition, a student center, an art museum, a concert hall 
and music department facility, and outdoor tennis courts. The endowment emphasis within the campaign 
will likewise have a transformational impact on programs and scholarship aid.

1.  Baseball and Softball Stadiums
2.  Concert Hall and Music Facility
3.  Art Museum
4.  Student Center
5.  Outdoor Tennis Courts
6.  Soccer Stadium
7.  Engineering Addition

www.hope.edu/agreaterhope


Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
as a reflection of effective service-learning; 
holds more research grants from the National 
Science Foundation’s “Research Experiences 
for Undergraduates” program than any 
other primarily undergraduate institution 
nationwide; is the only private, four-year 
liberal arts college in the country with 
national accreditation in all four of the arts:  
art, dance, music and theatre; and this fall was 
again praised in multiple college guides.
 And at a time when many colleges and 
universities have seen precipitous declines 
in enrollment, Hope in August enrolled the 
largest freshman class in the college’s history.
 “It is very satisfying to have young 
people and their families want to invest in 
a Hope College education, especially in the 
midst of some very challenging economic 
and demographic difficulties—particularly 
in Michigan, where we still recruit about 
two thirds of our student body,” President 
Bultman said.
 It is for all of the college’s students and 
their families that President Bultman feels 
a sense of both urgency and enthusiasm as 
he reflects upon A Greater Hope.  It is also, he 

noted, why the college has opted to pursue the 
campaign even during challenging economic 
times.
 “We’ve thought about that a lot,” he said.  
“But we think that the enhancements that 
will come with this campaign are essential 
to enabling Hope to continue to provide an 
outstanding education to students.”
 The campaign’s emphasis on 
endowment--$80 million of the $175 million 
total—reflects sensitivity simultaneously 
to Hope’s affordability and program 
quality.  Near the bottom of its peer group 
in endowment per student, Hope is heavily 

reliant on tuition.  Programmatic endowment, 
President Bultman noted, will provide tuition-
independent income to support outstanding 
faculty and signature programs such as 
collaborative research, and enhance the 
international-, multicultural- and spiritual-
life programs, while the campaign’s major 

emphasis on scholarship aid will enhance 
Hope’s accessibility to the gratifyingly large 
number of students who continue to be 
interested in attending.
 “Very few families could afford to pay 
the full amount of a Hope education—and 
even those who do pay the full amount pay 
less than the cost because of the endowment 
support and annual Hope Fund support that 
generous donors throughout the college’s 
history have provided for succeeding 
generations,” he said.  “That certainly is 
necessary today for students to be able to 
attend here.” 

 The selection of the building projects, he 
said, has been equally strategic.  The new concert 
hall and music facility, the new student center, 
the new art museum, the engineering expansion 
and the enhancements to the outdoor athletic 
facilities all address crucial needs, some long-
term and some more recently emergent.
 He also noted that the record of history 
is clear where the impact of such buildings 
is concerned, from the national recognition 
received a few years ago by the Van Wylen 
Library (constructed in 1988), to the 
major research grants that have followed 
construction of the Schaap Science Center 
(2003), to the outstanding performances—and 
strong community support—in men’s and 
women’s basketball and volleyball since the 
DeVos Fieldhouse opened (2005).
 “While we don’t build buildings just to 
build buildings, we do know that facilities 
are important in attracting students and in 
enabling students to be able to perform at 
the very highest levels in their endeavors,” 
President Bultman said.
 Planning for A Greater Hope spanned 
several years, with multiple members of the 
campus community and extended Hope family 
involved in identifying the most pressing 
immediate and future needs and determining 
how best to meet them.  President Bultman has 
been buoyed by the process, grateful for the 
dedication of so many who throughout every 
discussion put students first.  In the end, the 
question that was always asked foremost—how 
to make a greater Hope—even suggested a 
name for the campaign.

“What motivates me personally, and what 
I think motivates a lot of people at Hope, is 
you get up in the morning, you look in the 
mirror, and you say, ‘How can we make Hope 
a better experience for our students today?’” 
President Bultman said.  “That for me is what 
the campaign is all about—it’s making the Hope 
experience the very best that it can be.”
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It’s a challenging yet exciting paradox:  assuring 
      the cherished and enduring qualities of 
the Hope experience requires constant and 
dynamic care.
 Consistently across the generations, 
students have treasured many of the same 
dimensions of Hope, dimensions which--and 
this is a part of the magic—are both universal 
and unique for each individual:  outstanding 
academics shepherded by dedicated faculty 
mentors; a vibrant, engaged Christian faith; 
and co-curricular experiences that deliberately 

provide meaningful lessons of their own; all 
with an emphasis on preparing graduates for 
lives of leadership and service whatever their 
path.
 For no two students is it exactly the same, 
but to all who have been shaped by time at 
the college the examples will sound familiar:  
the professor who took extra time to reason 
through how to turn dreams into reality; the 
unexpected idea that changed everything; 
learning how to work with others for 
something larger; the preparation that helped 
the next step happen; and maybe even all four 
in combination.
 A Greater Hope is designed to assure 
that the Hope experience continues to be as 
powerful, as transformational, in the future—as 
much, and even more so.  For each and every 
student.

 “The primary reason one does a campaign 
is to try to be better—to try to put in place 
some of the things necessary to enable the 
college to be both better today than it was 
yesterday, and better still tomorrow,” said 
President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63.  “And 
by ‘better’ I mean to more fully fulfill our 
mission with distinction and to provide the 
kind of environment and opportunities that 
will enable our students to perform at the very 
highest levels—an atmosphere conducive to 
the development of their God-given abilities.”

 “That’s the way it should be.  The college 
should be getting better every year,” he said.  
“Because those of us here now rest on the 
shoulders of those who have gone before—who 
have given to us this marvelous foundation 
that we call Hope.”
 The campaign supports a Hope that is 
already strong, acclaimed nationally and 
regionally on multiple measures.  Among 
other examples, and these just since January:  
Hope was named to the “2010 Community 
Engagement Classification” of the Carnegie 

 

 

President James E. Bultman ’63 notes that A 
Greater Hope will provide—and has already been 
providing—resources crucial to ensuring the 
strongest possible Hope for future generations 
of students. Supporting the campaign is a way of 
thanking those who in previous eras have done 
the same, a chain of generosity that extends to 
the beginning of the college itself.

A Greater Hope

“The A Greater Hope campaign 
promises to elevate Hope’s already 
beautiful campus and commitment to 
excellence.  The endowment will make 
Hope more affordable.  We are thrilled 
to be a part of this exciting new chapter 
in Hope’s future.”

 – Jim ’63 and Ginger Huizenga ’64 Jurries
  campaign co-chairs

“The campaign enhances every aspect 
of the Hope experience.  It’s a financially 
smart way to ensure that inspirational 
faculty, innovative programs, stellar 
facilities, and support for students are 
always available.”

 – David ’83 and Carol Girod ’81 Van Andel
  campaign co-chairs

“This campaign will help Hope prepare 
future generations who are much more 
interactive in how they learn and live. 
The new student center will be a hub of 
social activity and learning.”

 – Bob and Cheri DeVos ’82 VanderWeide
  campaign co-chairs

“The campaign will provide important 
resources to strengthen Hope’s 
nationally recognized undergraduate 
research programs.”

 – Dr. A Paul ’67 and Carol Schaap
campaign co-chairs
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Build Hope, 1972 The Campaign for Hope, 1985 Hope in the Future, 1992 Legacies: A Vision of Hope, 2000

Van Wylen Library
Completed: 1988 

A. Paul Schaap Science Center
Completed:  2004 

Van Vleck Hall
Completed:  1858

Graves Hall
Completed:  1892

Dimnent Memorial Chapel
Completed:  1929

Dow Center
Completed:  1978

Nykerk Hall of Music
Completed:  1956

DeWitt Student & 
Cultural Center

Completed:  1971

Peale Science Center
Completed:  1973

Maas Conference Center
Completed:  1986

Van Zoeren Hall
Completed:  1961

DeWitt Tennis Center
Completed:  1994

Theil Research Center
Acquired:  2004

VanderWerf Hall
Completed:  1964

Looking Ahead with Hope, 1959 Centennial Decade Master Plan, 1966Individual Project

Martha Miller Center for 
Global Communication

Completed:  2005 

Enhanced Athletic Facilities
Completed:  2005-09

Lubbers Hall
Completed:  1942

De Pree Art Center
Completed:  1982

Haworth Inn & 
Conference Center
Completed:  1997

Cook Hall
Completed:  1997

Knickerbocker Theatre
Acquired:  1988

Build Hope, 1972

A historical look at previous 
campaigns and their building 
projects

A Greater Hope

Previous campaigns and the year each began:

The impact of the major fundraising efforts 
        held on Hope’s behalf is incalculable, writ 
across the lives of all those who have passed through 
Hope’s halls. As students have been shaped, as they 
have shaped in turn, therein is the monument. 
Where they have learned though, reflects the 
profound difference made, with the entire campus 
owing its existence to the generosity of those who 
have invested in the future of others—from Albertus 
C. Van Raalte’s fundraising in the 1850s for Van 
Vleck Hall, to the major new buildings that are 
envisioned for the Hope of the near tomorrow. Those 
buildings, history in three dimensions, are of course 
also a crucial part of the experience, outstanding 
space being essential in providing an exceptional 
education.
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I n small vials all throughout his office in the 
     A. Paul Schaap Science Center are examples 
of Dr. Allen Brady’s study of spiders.

While they may look scary, spiders serve 
an important purpose, says Dr. Brady, professor 
emeritus of biology at Hope and one of the 
nation’s leading authorities on arachnids.
 “Without spiders, you’d be inundated 
by insects,” he said. “In the grand scheme of 
things, spiders are a tremendous control agent 
for other arthropods.” 
 Although he retired more than a decade 
ago, Dr. Brady continues to stay active as a 
researcher, sharing office and laboratory space 
on campus with fellow retired biologists Dr. 
Harvey Blankespoor and Dr. Eldon Greij.  In 
retirement, he has been studying more than 
10,000 spiders that are part of collections 
from the Museum of Comparative Zoology at 
Harvard University and the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City. Most of 
the arachnids are from the eastern half of the 
United States. Through this study, which has 
involved Hope students as research assistants, 
he has put together a 90-page manuscript that 
could have significant implications of how 
some spiders are classified.
 “It’s going to change the perception of a 
lot of these spiders,” said Dr. Brady, who  is 
submitting his work this fall for inclusion 
in the Journal of Arachnology, published by 
the American Arachnological Society. Of 
particular interest to Dr. Brady are the wolf 
spiders, which are technically known as 
Lycosidae. He says his study has led him to 
believe that perhaps as many as 20 percent 
of the wolf spiders he’s examined have been 
unnamed or misidentified — in other words, 
assigned to one species or genus, when the 
spider’s morphological features and other 
details such as its habitat suggest it belongs to 
a different group.

 “Morphological characteristics, habitat 
and behavior, as well as the worldwide 
distribution of spiders are essential in 
determining the evolutionary relationships of 
spiders,” said Dr. Brady, who came to Hope 
in 1964 after earning his Ph.D. from Harvard 
University.
 Dr. Brady’s interest in spiders dates back 
to his days as a youngster growing up in 
Houston, Texas.
 “I’d capture them, bring them home to 
observe and transplant them in the bushes 
around our house,” he said. “In Houston, you 
find very strange and colorful spiders.”
 Occasionally, that interest got him 
into trouble. One time, he was sent to the 
principal’s office by his elementary school 
teacher after bringing a black widow spider to 
school.
 Dr. Brady planned on going into marine 
biology for his career after earning his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Houston. There was also a two-year stint 
in the United States Army after earning his 
undergraduate degree. However, he got a 
chance to study spiders while working on his 
master’s degree at Houston, and his career 
plans changed.

 Dr. Brady taught at Hope for one year 
through an internship program, and then went 
to Albion College to teach in the fall of 1965. 
The following year, he was back at Hope again, 
and taught at the college until his retirement in 
2000--the exception being a one-year visiting 
professorship at the University of Florida in 
1972-73.
 Dr. Thomas Bultman ’78, who chairs the 
Hope biology department, credits Dr. Brady 
for helping to encourage him to consider a 
career in the sciences. Dr. Bultman took a 
class in invertebrate zoology from Dr. Brady 
his junior year, and then later worked with 
him as a student researcher. He recalls his first 
experience stepping into Dr. Brady’s office.
 

“The room was already full of spiders, just 
like it is now,” Dr. Bultman said. “He had 
spiders from all over the world. I thought that 
was pretty cool. I was intrigued that he liked 
to study something that most people like to 
squash.”
 But it was his experience as a student 
researcher alongside Dr. Brady that gave Dr. 
Bultman the confidence to pursue higher 
education as a career. “Once I did research in 
the lab and in the field, I was sold. I couldn’t go 
back. I knew that I would go get a Ph.D. and go 
into academia,” he said.
 Ironically, when Dr. Brady retired from 
teaching at Hope in 2000, it was Dr. Bultman 
who was hired to fill the faculty opening, after 

he had taught at the University of Texas in 
Austin and Northeast Missouri (now Truman 
State) University.
 “He was not only an excellent student, 
but one of the hardest-working researchers 
that I ever had,” Dr. Brady said of Dr. 
Bultman.
 Another former student, Dr. Robert 
Wolff ’74, a professor at South University in 
Columbia, S.C., named a species of spider 
that he found in a collection of unidentified 
spiders from the Illinois Historical Survey 
after Dr. Brady, naming the new species 
Cyclosmia bradyi.
 Dr. Brady’s studies of spiders have taken 
him throughout the United States and 
many foreign countries, including Mexico, 
Australia, Trinidad and Costa Rica. Despite 
all of these encounters, he’s only been bitten 
once—by a wolf spider while in the field 
collecting in Mississippi nearly 20 years ago.
 “I got one in a small vial, and I didn’t 
have a cap, so I put my hand over it,” Dr. 
Brady said. Not long after that, the spider bit 
him in the palm of his hand.
 “There were about five, six people 
collecting (spiders) with me, and they were 
just laughing, but we did manage to find the 
spider after it had escaped from the vial.”  
 Dr. Brady suffered no ill effects from the 
bite, and took it all in stride. “It was like a 
bee sting. In about 10 seconds (the pain) was 
gone. I did get a tiny red blister,” he said.
 In addition to writing the manuscript 
for his presentation to the Journal on 
Arachnology, Dr. Brady also produced all of 
the accompanying drawings of spiders he 
studied, which is rare these days.  A single 
hand-drawn image can take two days to 
complete.
 “The advantage is you really learn a lot 
(about spiders) when you start drawing the 
details of morphology. The disadvantage is 
that it’s tedious, in the sense of the time it 
takes to do the drawing,” he said.
 Dr. Brady says he owes a great deal of 
gratitude to his family for their support of 
his interest in spiders, particularly his wife of 
53 years, Sara. “Without my wife, I couldn’t 
have done anything,” he said.

The couple met while he was stationed 
in the Army at Fort Riley, Kan., and she 
was a student at Kansas State University. 
They raised four children, one daughter 
who became a molecular biologist, another 
daughter who is an occupational therapist, 
one son who studied at Hope College, and 
another son who is an artist teaching at 
Franklin and Marshall College.  All four 
children attended Hope at one time or 
another.

While Dr. Brady has finished his most 
recent round of research, he says he’s not 
ready to stop his study of spiders. “I have a 
lot of unfinished projects,” he said.

Through his study, which has involved Hope students as 

research assistants, Dr. Allen Brady has put together a 90-

page manuscript that could have significant implications of 

how some spiders are classified.
Dr. Brady’s research project has included drawing many 
of the spiders or details from them. A single drawing 
like the one above, based on careful study through the 
microscope, can take two days to complete.

Although he retired more than a decade ago, biologist Dr. Allen Brady continues to stay active as a researcher.  
He has been studying more than 10,000 spiders that are part of collections from the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology at Harvard University and the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.

By Greg Chandler
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A gathering at Hope earlier this fall provided 
           an opportunity to celebrate not 
only four outstanding professors but the 
transformational gifts that are supporting them 
in their work with Hope students.

Hope held an investiture ceremony on 
Friday, Sept. 23, for the four members of 
the faculty who were appointed to endowed 
professorships in conjunction with the 
beginning of the new school year.  They 
have served the college a combined 63 years, 
dedicated teacher-scholars who are recognized 
not only on campus but within the academy 
for the high quality of their contributions in 
the classroom and to their disciplines.

 Dr. Stacy L. Jackson has been appointed 
the Kenneth J. Weller ’48 Professor of 
Management, Dr. Anne R. Larsen ’70 has 
been appointed the Lavern ’39 and Betty De 
Pree ’41 Van Kley Professor of French, Dr. 
Graham Peaslee has been appointed the Elmer 
E. Hartgerink ’39 Professor of Chemistry and 
Dr. Charlotte vanOyen-Witvliet has been 
appointed the John H. and Jeanne M. Jacobson 
Professor of Psychology.

 The Weller and Van Kley professorships 
are both new, endowments created during the 
initial phase of the A Greater Hope campaign 
that are already at work in support of the 
academic program.  The Hartgerink and 

Jacobson professorships are previously existing 
endowments that became available to new 
recipients because the appointments of the 
faculty who had previously held them had 
concluded.

The two new endowments reflect 
the college’s emphasis on adding more 
professorships to recognize outstanding faculty 
members, along with providing them with 
funding for summer research projects as well as 
some salary support, and are among the eight 
professorships and the endowed art museum 
curator position established through A Greater 
Hope thus far.  The college now has a total of 
20 endowed professorships for faculty and 
three endowed administrative positions, and is 
seeking to establish more.

“An endowed professorship represents an 
advanced stamp of approval on professors who 
have proven their worth to the academy,” said 
Hope College President Dr. James E. Bultman 
’63.  “A major initiative at Hope has been to 
secure more endowed professorships that will 
reward, recognize and retain some of our most 
distinguished professors.”

President Bultman noted that the college is 
grateful to those who, as through the Weller and 
Van Kley professorships, the two newest, help 
provide an exceptional education for students by 
supporting talented and dedicated faculty.  “It’s 
a very visionary act and generous act for a couple 
or person to establish an endowed professorship 
that will ensure long-term quality teaching, 
scholarship and attentiveness to the mission of 
the institution,” he said.

 While reflecting in common a commitment 
to supporting education, the professorships 
in origin and specific focus reflect diverse life 
journeys.

The Ken Weller Endowed Professorship 
honors distinguished teaching in management.  
It was established through a lead gift by Jim 
Jurries ’63, who is a former student, and Ginger 
Huizenga ’64 Jurries to recognize Dr. Weller for 
his impact at Hope as a faculty mentor from 

1949 to 1969.  Dr. Weller subsequently served 
as president of Central College in Pella, Iowa, 
from 1969 until retiring in 1990.

The Lavern and Betty De Pree Van Kley 
Endowed Professorship was established by 
the Van Kleys to recognize an outstanding 
teacher-scholar who exemplifies in personal 
and professional life the Christian values which 
have marked the Hope experience since the 
college’s founding, and is open to faculty from 
any department with appointment for a four-
year term.  Raised in Zeeland, Mich., Lavern 
and Betty Van Kley each attended Hope for a 
year, with Lavern going on to Loyola School of 
Dentistry and a career in dentistry.

First held in 2002, the John H. and 
Jeanne M. Jacobson Endowed Professorship is 
designated for a tenured faculty member with 
a commitment to the Christian faith who is an 
outstanding teacher-scholar or artist and who 
proposes to conduct a significant program of 
research or creative activity, and is also open 
to faculty from any department for a four-
year term.  It was established as a retirement 
recognition in honor of Dr. John H. Jacobson, 
who was 10th president of Hope from 1987 to 
1999, and his wife, Dr. Jeanne M. Jacobson, 
who was an adjunct member of the Hope 
education faculty and a senior research fellow 
with the college’s A.C. Van Raalte Institute.

First held in 1995, the Elmer E. Hartgerink 
Endowed Professorship recognizes an 
outstanding chemist dedicated to students, 
teaching and research, and committed to the 
Christian faith.  It was established by Elmer 
E. Hartgerink ’39, who spent his career as a 
chemist, serving in the latter part of his career 
as chair and chief executive officer, and then 
chairman of the board, of Wyckoff Chemical 
Company In. in South Haven, Mich.

 More information about the endowed 
professorships, along with extended biographical 
sketches of the four faculty appointed to them, is 
available on the college’s website.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Endowed professorships recognize outstanding faculty and support them in their work with students.  
An investiture ceremony on Friday, Sept. 23, honored the four professors who were named to endowed 
professorships earlier this fall.  Pictured from left to right are Graham Peaslee, Anne Larsen ’70, Charlotte 
vanOyen-Witvliet and Stacy Jackson, with Provost Richard Ray.

“An endowed professorship 
represents an advanced 
stamp of approval on 
professors who have proven 
their worth to the academy. 
A major initiative at Hope 
has been to secure more 
endowed professorships 
that will reward, recognize 
and retain some of our most 
distinguished professors.”

– President James E. Bultman 
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Faculty Kudos

ALBERT BELL, professor of history, 
is author of The Corpus Conundrum: 
A Third Case from the Notebooks of 
Pliny the Younger, published earlier 
this fall by the Ingalls Publishing 
Group of Banner Elk, N.C.
      His Roman protagonist, a real-
life figure from the first century 
A.D., doesn’t have an easy time of it.  

As the book opens, Pliny is enjoying a respite 
at home recovering from the events of the 
previous volume in the series.  The tranquility 
doesn’t last long, with the discovery of a body 
during a hunting expedition drawing him back 
into service as a detective.

The man who was found appears to be 
dead, but Pliny cannot determine the cause. 
His servants take the body 
back to the estate and place 
it in the stable, under guard. 
The next morning the man is 
gone. As Pliny and his friend 
the historian Tacitus try to 
determine what happened to 
him, they encounter a man 
who claims that the missing 
man was his 700-year-old father and a woman 
who may be an empusa—a Roman vampire.

Publishers’ Weekly has praised the book, 
noting that “Bell deftly blends clues and period 
details in this worthy alternative to the Roman 
historicals by such better known authors as 
Steven Saylor and Lindsey Davis.” Steven Saylor 
himself said, “Bell’s choice of protagonists...  is 
inspired. His writing is clear and crisp. His use 
of the historical sources is ingenious.”

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

MAXINE DEBRUYN, who is the 
Dorothy Wiley De Long Professor 
Emerita of Dance, has received the 
2011 “Good Shepherd Award” from 
Resthaven.

She received the award on 
Wednesday, May 25, during a 
reception at The Warm Friend in 
downtown Holland.

 Resthaven’s Board of Trustees presents 
the award to an individual or couple in 
recognition of support of the community’s 
seniors.  The organization described her as 
“A woman of unprecedented energy, talent 
and determination” and “a leader in senior 
wellness throughout the Holland/Zeeland 
community.”  For more than 20 years she 
has voluntarily led exercise classes for 
Resthaven residents and Evergreen Commons 
participants, in addition to teaching liturgical 
dance to many church groups.
 Professor DeBruyn joined the Hope faculty 
in 1965 and retired in 2006.  In retirement she 
has continued to teach dance classes at the 
college.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

LINDA GRAHAM, professor 
of dance and chairperson of 
the department, coordinated 
the Holland area’s part in an 
international event designed 
to unite people and 
communities in building 
awareness of the importance 
of water and motivate action 

through movement.
Holland was 

among 60 cities 
around the world 
that participated in 
“Global Water Dances” 
on Saturday, June 25.  
Professor Graham signed on because she felt 
that Holland was an ideal site for the event, 
given the historic and continued importance 
of Lake Michigan and Lake Macatawa to the 
community.  She set the dance on a core group 
of Hope students but structured it so that 
anyone could join following a quick tutorial.
 Held at Tunnel Park north of town, the 
local performance lasted about half an hour, 
but in spanning the globe the overall event ran 
for 24 hours, moving across the time zones of 
the world.  There were sites on every continent 
except Antarctica, including across the U.S. and 
in nations ranging from Austria, to Australia, to 
Brazil, to Burkina Faso, to China, to Egypt, to the 
Netherlands, to Peru and Uganda, among others.
 Assisting Professor Graham as dancers 
were seniors Elena Caruthers of Des Plaines, 
Ill.; Jillian Conner of Finleyville, Pa.; Helen Gay 
of Lexington, Mich.; and Michael Parmelee of 
Lansing, Mich.  Music was by Stephen Jenkins, a 
staff accompanist at Hope, and senior Paul Rice 
of Naperville, Ill., with additional musicians.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

The first full-length poetry 
collection by DAVID JAMES 
’76, as D.R. James, of the 
Hope faculty reflects a life 
journey from loss to joy, 
with an emphasis on finding 
wonder in the moment 
whatever the stage.

Since Everything Is All I’ve 
Got has been published by March Street Press of 
Greensboro, N.C., and features work across the 
past decade.  James, who is an adjunct associate 
professor of English and senior associate with 
the college’s Academic Support Center, has 
grouped the collection’s 
60 poems into three parts 
that show, he notes, “an 
upward trend from a fairly 
bleak outlook on life due to 
existential realities to a new 
appreciation for life and the 
now—which is why the title 
Since Everything Is All I’ve Got.”

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

MOSES LEE, who is dean for 
the natural and applied sciences 
and a professor of chemistry, 
was a featured speaker during an 
international conference focused on 
improving the teaching of science in 
higher education.
 Dr. Lee was one of only nine 
science educators—and the only one 
from an undergraduate college—featured during 
the conference “Transforming Education: From 
Innovation to Implementation” on Wednesday-
Friday, Oct. 10-12, at Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Ind.  He was speaking as part 
of a panel of college and university leaders 
addressing “How to Lead and Facilitate 
Institutional Change.”

The conference’s goals included development 
of a working position paper on effective practices 
for transforming STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) education.  The 
presenters represented a mix of government 
agencies, science organizations, and higher-
education settings.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

TODD STEEN of the 
economics faculty is 
among the co-editors of a 
book celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the quarterly 
journal Christian Scholar’s 
Review.

Taking Every Thought 
Captive: Forty Years of the 

Christian Scholar’s Review features 25 essays, 
selected by the members of the editing team, 
from some 650 published in the journal from 
its inception in 1970 through 2010.  It has been 
published by Abilene Christian University Press 
of Abilene, Texas.
 The essays are divided into two sections:  
the first focused on general discussion of 
Christian higher education and the academic 
vocation, and the second reflecting on specific 
academic disciplines.  Among the authors are 
scholars who through the years have spoken 
at Hope, such as Stanley Hauerwas, 
Richard Mouw and Nicholas 
Wolterstorff.  The featured essayists 
include Dr. Steven Bouma-Prediger 
’79 of the Hope religion faculty, 
who with Brian Walsh co-authored 
“Education for Homelessness or 
Homemaking?”

Hope is one of 47 colleges and 
universities nationwide that serve as sponsors 
of the Christian Scholar’s Review.  Dr. Steen has 
served on the journal’s editorial staff since 
1993, first as circulation editor and since 
1995 as managing editor, responsible for 
coordinating the printing and distribution, 
managing the website, and other business-
related and technical aspects of the publication.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31554
http://cms.hope.edu/ezpublish/index.php/pressreleases/content/view/full/30888
http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31446
http://cms.hope.edu/ezpublish/index.php/pressreleases/content/view/full/30685
http://cms.hope.edu/ezpublish/index.php/pressreleases/content/view/full/30705
http://cms.hope.edu/ezpublish/index.php/pressreleases/content/view/full/30804
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I   recently heard a student remark, “people 
      at Hope set the bar extremely high, and 
then they help me reach it.”

This insight says more in one sentence 
than I could convey in an entire issue of News 
from Hope College.  It is precisely this type of 
environment, made up of a rare combination 
of rigorous academics and a vibrant Christian 
faith, which makes Hope unique in the 
vast and ever changing landscape of higher 
education.

 As you will read in the rest of this issue, 
Hope is raising the bar once again with A 
Greater Hope: The Hope College Campaign. This 
effort, taken on by the whole of the Hope 

community, aims to increase the college’s endowment and 
construct several key facilities, both to secure the long-term 
future of Hope and to improve the ability to serve students 
today.  Many details about the campaign are available in this 
issue and you can discover more online at www.hope.edu/
agreaterhope.
  Many leaders, with the same standard of excellence as the 
college, have already stepped forward to be a part of A Greater 
Hope.  I look forward to seeing alumni, parents and friends of the 
college from across generations get involved for the benefit of 
generations yet to come.
  Clearly, within Hope College there is a strong ambition 
to strive always toward something greater.  It’s in our mission 
statement as a college and implied in our very name.  Central to 
our life as a community is the word hope: to look forward with 
confidence or expectation.  It is with this spirit that our faculty 
and staff help our students reach new heights and in which 
generous alumni and friends will continue to help make this 
place A Greater Hope for years to come.

They didn’t call them “campaigns” back then, but that’s very much what the 
effort to raise support for Van Vleck Hall was.  Completed in 1858, the building 
arose because generous benefactors responded to the Rev. Albertus C. Van 
Raalte’s dedicated fundraising efforts to provide a first purpose-built structure 
for the Holland Academy from which Hope grew.  Their support transformed 
the institution and, through it, lives—and it continues to make a difference very 
directly through the hall itself.  Not every building at the college can be certain to 
last 150-plus years, but Van Vleck is representative in showing how Hope makes 
the most of every resource.  Classroom building, library and presidential home, 
and of course also student residence, Van Vleck has served in many ways.  It 
continues to play a vital role in Hope’s educational mission—as do the landmark 
buildings which have followed, and as will those to come.

Scott Travis ’06
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News and information for class 
notes, marriages, advanced degrees 
and deaths are compiled for News 
from Hope College by Julie Rawlings ’83 
Huisingh.  In addition to featuring 
information provided directly by 
alumni, this section includes news 
compiled from a variety of public 
sources and shared here to enhance 
its service as a way of keeping the 
members of the Hope family up to 
date about each other. News should 
be mailed to:  Alumni News; Hope 
College Public Relations; 141 E. 
12th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, 
MI  49422-9000.  Internet users may 
send to alumni@hope.edu or submit 
information via myHope at www.hope.
edu/alumni. 

All submissions received by the 
Public Relations Office by Monday, 
Sept. 12, have been included in 
this issue.  Because of the lead 
time required by this publication’s 
production schedule, submissions 
received after that date (with the 
exception of obituary notices) have 
been held for the next issue, the 
deadline for which is Tuesday, Nov. 1.

30s
Ruth Fisher ’36 Bosworth of 
Scottsdale, Ariz., celebrated her 97th 
birthday on Saturday, Sept. 10.
Jack Leenhouts ’38 of Holland, 
Mich., has been recognized with a 
resolution by the Holland City Council 
for his 53 years of work and volunteer 
hours for the city of Holland.

50s
Sallie Smith ’58 Boal of Ballyclare, 
Northern Ireland, and her husband 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in August.

60s
Marilyn Rocks ’61 Cox and her 
husband celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in September.
Katherine Reynolds ’61 of 
Durango, Colo., was one of 16 
members of the Durango Choral 
Society to participate in the Festival 
of the Aegean on July 5-20 on Syros 
Island, Cyclades, Greece, singing 
the John Rutter Requiem in La 
Piccola Scala and Carmina Burana 
on the steps of the capital building 
in the plaza at Hermoupolis, 
broadcast also on Greek TV.  Both 
concerts ended with traditional 
Greek folk songs, including Zorba 
the Greek.  The last two days of the 
tour were spent in Athens where 
the 110-degree heat minimized the 
number of Greek protestors who 
had been gathering in front of their 
capital building.
Mark Suwyn ’64 of Bonita 
Springs, Fla., has been elected to the 
board of directors of Paperweight 
Development Corp and Appleton 
Papers, Inc.
Norma LaFleur ’65 Osterhouse 
and her husband celebrated their 
45th wedding anniversary in August.

70s
Kathryn Nykyforchyne Dykhuis 
’72 Van Stensel is currently working 
as the program coordinator for 
Widowed Persons Service of Wyoming, 
Mich.
Robert Klomparens ’76 of Midland, 
Mich., is celebrating 30 years of 
practicing orthodontics.
Kim Zimmer ’77 of Montclair, N.J. 
has written an autobiography, I’m Just 
Sayin’: Three Deaths, Seven husbands, 

and a Clone! My Life as a Daytime Diva.  
The book chronicles her journey from 
high school to college to San Franciso, 
New York and through the 25 years as 
Reva Shayne, the part she played on 
the The Guiding Light.
Glennyce Russcher ’79 Grindstaff 
of Indialantic, Fla., is currently an 
adjunct professor of World Religions 
at Brevard Community College-
Melbourne campus. She continues 
to serve as the senior pastor of 
CrossRoads Community Church, 
United Church of Christ in Melbourne, 

Class Notes  

For more information contact: 
John A. Ruiter, J.D.
Dir. of Planned Giving 

Voice: (616)395-7779 
E-Mail: ruiter@hope.edu

www.hope.edu/advancement 

Alwin B. Coleman ’49
 
As a student, Dr. Alwin B. Coleman ’49 came to know many of his professors as friends.  Al stated, 
“There wasn’t a professor I studied under at Hope that I did not like.”  Al thoroughly enjoyed 
studying under Dr. Gerrit Van Zyl ’18 and Dr. J. Harvey Kleinheksel ’22 and remembers the soft 
encouragement he received from Dr. M. Eugene Osterhaven ’37.

After retiring, Al and his wife, Ramona, re-located to Holland.  Al and Ramona decided to include Hope 
as the beneficiary of their estate because of their strong sense of family with the Hope community.  
Ramona died in 2010.  Al said Ramona was always a pillar of strength and behind him in all that he did.  
“Ramona came first and Hope was second as the stepping stone to my life in the sciences.”  

Hope College is grateful to the 700-plus members of the Dimnent Heritage 
Society for their continued generosity in supporting the students, faculty 
and mission of the college.

Nancy Guldenschuh ’62 
Zimmer of Rochester, N.Y., 
Judy Loveys ’63 Brown of 
Troy, N.Y., and Dr. Johanna 
Van Lente ’62 Vandrey of 
DeKalb, Ill., enjoyed a mini-
reunion recently that provided 
an opportunity not only to 
celebrate their decades-long 
friendship but to recall their 
time together as members 
of the college’s field hockey 
team.  Their experience as Hope 
athletes recently received some 
additional commemoration in 
the form of varsity letters from 
the college.  Field hockey was 
an intercollegiate sport at Hope 
from the 1950s until 1989, 
but in the era prior to Title IX, 
female athletes didn’t receive 
letters.  When he learned that 
they had thus been missed, 

regional advancement director 
Bob Johnson ’80 of the Hope 
advancement staff sent them 
each an orange “H,” which they 
chronicled along with some 
tools of the game.  The college’s 
alumni H-Club had previously 
recognized many of the college’s 
pre-Title IX women athletes 
with retroactive varsity letters 
during Homecoming of 2007.

www.hope.edu/advancement
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Generational Students

Sixth Generation 
Caroline Hoekstra (Kalamazoo, Mich.) 
Mother - Beth Daupenspeck ’78 Hoekstra 
Father - Louis Hoekstra ’78 
Grandmother - Dorothy Moerdyk ’53 Hoekstra 
Grandfather - George Hoekstra ’53 
Great-Grandmother - Cornelia Leenhouts ’18 Moerdyk 
Great-Grandfather - William Moerdyk 1913 
Great-Great Grandfather - James Moerdyk 1897 
Great-Great-Great Grandfather Peter Moerdyk 1866

Fifth Generation
Leslie Kempers (Santa Ana, Calif.) 
Father - Thomas Kempers ’78 
Grandmother - Marcia DenHerder ’50 Kempers 
Grandfather - Roger Kempers ’49 
Great-Grandmother - Della Hospers ’18 DenHerder 
Great-Grandfather - Harmon DenHerder ’18 
Great-Grandmother - Mabel VanDyke ’24 Kempers 
Great-Grandfather - John Kempers ’21 
Great-Great Grandfather - Henry Hospers 1889

Kyle Vaas (Wyoming, Mich.) 
Mother - Stephanie Ver Beek ’84 Vaas 
Grandmother - Sandra Dressel ’59 Ver Beek 
Grandfather - Carl Ver Beek ’59 
Great-Grandfather - John Ver Beek ’26 
Great-Grandfather - Otto Dressel ’32 
Great-Great Grandfather - Gilbert Haan (Prep 1883-1887)

Fourth Generation
Connor Berrodin (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Cheryl Tysse ’86 Berrodin 
Father - Frank Berrodin ’84 
Grandmother - Patricia Derks ’63 Tysse 
Grandfather - John Paul Tysse ’60 
Great-Grandfather - John W. Tysse ’29

Peter Bruggers ( Lima, Peru) 
Father - David Bruggers ’73 
Grandmother - Phyllis Voss ’47 Bruggers 
Grandfather - Glenn Bruggers ’48 
Great-Grandfather - John Bruggers 1915

Tara Buhl (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Theresa VanIstendal ’87 Buhl 
Father - Merlin Buhl ’83 
Grandmother - Ethel Peelen ’57 VanIstendal 
Great-Grandmother - Ethel Heneveld ’29 Peelen 
Great-Grandfather - Matthew Peelen ’27

Scott Cathey (Ada, Mich.) 
Mother - Jana DeGraaf ’85 Cathey 
Father - Thomas Cathey ’84 
Grandmother - Myra Saunders ’54 DeGraaf 
Grandfather - Daniel DeGraaf ’54 
Great-Grandmother - Marie DeCook ’27 Saunders

Joseph Droppers (Kalamazoo, Mich.) 
Mother - Deborah VanHoeven ’79 Droppers 
Father - Kurt Droppers ’79 
Grandmother - Shirley Bouwman ’57 VanHoeven 
Grandfather - Donald Van Hoeven ’56 
Grandmother - Jean Brondyke ’51 Droppers 
Grandfather - Neil Droppers ’52 
Great-Grandfather - Anthony Droppers 1915

Kyler Efinger (Park City, Utah) 
Mother - Lisa Lydens ’88 Efinger 
Father - Judd Efinger ’86 
Grandfather - Paul Lydens ’60  
Great-Grandfather - George Luidens ‘27

Michael Hankinson (Spring Lake, Mich.) 
Father - Ryan Hankinson ’94 
Grandmother - Judith Nauta ’58 Brookstra 
Great-Grandmother - Eva Pelon ’39

Sarah Schuiling (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Father - Todd Schuiling ’84 
Grandfather - Norman Schuiling ’54 

Great-Great-Great-Grandfather - Bouel De Vries 
(Prep 1866-1868)

Jennifer Van Es (Limuru, Kenya) 
Mother - Jane Vander Haar ’83 Van Es 
Father - Rowland Van Es ’83 
Grandmother - Trudy Maassen ’47 Vanderhaar 
Grandfather - Del Vander Haar ’44 
Grandmother - Judy VanDyke ’60 Van Es 
Grandfather - Rowland Van Es ’60 
Great-Grandfather - Herman Maassen 1916 
Great-Grandfather - Arie VanDyke 1918 
Great-Grandmother - Henrietta Byers ’27 Van Es 
Great-Grandfather - Peter Van Es ’27

Cameron VanEyl (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Lauri Lemmen ’85 VanEyl 
Father - Paul VanEyl ’87 
Grandmother - N. Lone Strick ’44 Lemmen 
Grandfather - Lloyd Lemmen ’44 
Grandmother - Miriam Gemmill ’53 VanEyl 
Grandfather - F. Phillip VanEyl ’55 
Great-Grandfather - Harold Gemmill ’56

Third Generation
Matthew Baar (West Olive, Mich.) 
Father - Scott Baar ’84  
Grandmother - Judith Rypma ’57 Baar 
Grandfather - Randall Baar ’57

Brant Bechtel (Bellingham, Wash.) 
Father - Ronald Bechtel ’82 
Grandmother - Harriet Van Heest ’58 Bechtel 
Grandfather - Owen Bechtel ’57

Lindsey Bieri (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Jennifer VanDuyne ’84 Bieri 
Father - Robert Bieri ’83 
Grandmother - Janet Groenewold ’59 Bieri 
Grandfather - Arthur Bieri ’56

Joshua Boerigter (Portage, Mich.) 
Mother - Tish Carr ’82 Boerigter 
Father - James Boerigter ’82 
Grandfather - George Boerigter ’60

Madi Buursma (Grandville, Mich.) 
Father - Tim Buursma ’87 
Great-Grandfather - George Buursma ’49

Kathryn Custer (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Mother - Karen Kossen ’84 Custer 
Father - Timothy Custer ’83 
Grandmother - Ruth Laning ’60 Custer

Nicholas DeJongh (Holland, Mich.) 
Grandmother - Miriam Klaaren ’60 DeJongh 
Grandfather - Don DeJongh ’59 
Great-Grandmother - Deane Weersing ’21 Klaaren 
Great-Grandfather - John Klaaren 1918

Bradley DeVette (Grandville, Mich.) 
Father - Steven DeVette ’81 
Grandmother - Doris Koskamp ’50 DeVette 
Grandfather- Russell DeVette ’45

Joseph Helder (East Lansing, Mich) 
Mother - Linda Hardin ’86 Helder 
Father - Richard Helder ’85 
Grandmother - Leonore Fasce ’54 Helder 
Grandfather - William Helder ’54

Aubrey Holzinger (Racine, Wis.) 
Mother - Robin Bakker ’83 Holzinger 
Father - Robert Holzinger ’83 
Grandfather - Ronald Bakker ’58

Anne Japinga (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Lynn Winkels ’81 Japinga 
Grandmother - Wilma Allspach ’73 Winkels 
Grandfather - Roger Winkels ’58

Ben Lanting (Littleton, Colo.) 
Mother - Jill Anderson ’88 Lanting 
Father - Todd Lanting ’88 
Grandmother - Marcia LaGrand ’81 Lanting 
Grandfather - Arlyn Lanting ’63

Isabel Morris (Albuquerque, N.M.) 
Mother - Cindy Abel ’86 Morris 
Grandfather - Roger Abel ’65

Rachel Nielsen (O ’Fallon, Mo.) 
Mother - Beth Visscher ’79 Nielsen 
Grandmother - Marjorie Dykema ’53 Visscher 
Grandfather - Robert Visscher ’51

Lydia Nykamp (Holland, Mich.) 
Father - Ross Nykamp ’80 
Grandfather - Robert Nykamp ’55

Janel Rink (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Catherine Vander Kuy ’83 Rink 
Father - Daniel Rink ’82 
Grandmother - E. Joyce VanderBorgh ’55 Rink 
Grandfather - Willard Rink ’55

Christina Sayer (East Stroudsburg, Pa.) 
Mother - Jeri Wissink ’81 Sayer 
Father - Steve Sayer ’81 
Grandfather - Rodney Wissink ’54

Kyle Van Andel (Ada, Mich.) 
Mother - Carol Girod ’81 Van Andel 
Father - David Van Andel ’83 
Grandfather - Gordon Girod ’42

Nathan Van Arendonk (Grand Haven, Mich.) 
Father - Craig Van Arendonk ’81 
Grandfather - Gerald Van Arendonk ’50

Timothy Van Dyken (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Mother - Beth Kooienga ’87 VanDyken 
Father - Douglas VanDyken ’87 
Grandmother - Carol Fischer ‘61 Kooienga 
Grandfather - William Kooienga ’61

Annika Van Wieren (Grand Ledge, Mich.) 
Mother - Janet Sterk ’84 VanWieren 
Father - R. Tod VanWieren ’84 
Grandmother - Merry DeWaard ’61 VanWieren

Forrest VanderBorgh (Den Haag, Netherland) 
Mother - Mehyun Cho ’88 VanderBorgh 
Father - Matthew VanderBorgh ’84 
Grandmother - JoAnn Barton ’58 VanderBorgh 
Grandfather - Clarence VanderBorgh ’60

Elizabeth VarnHagen (Commerce Twp., Mich.) 
Mother - Kathy Schippers ’86 VarnHagen 
Grandfather - George Schippers ’49 
 
Eric Webb (Portage, Mich.) 
Mother - Suzanne VanDenBrink-Webb ’81 
Father - William Webb ’80 
Grandfather - Paul VanDenBrink ’53

Katelyn Webster (Minot, N.D.) 
Mother - JoLynn Campbell ’83 Webster 
Father - John Webster ’81 
Grandmother - Jeanette Kruiswyk ’53 Campbell 
Grandfather - Hugh Campbell ’51  
Grandfather - Nevin Webster ’54

Brianna Wissink (Marshall, Mich.) 
Father - Steven Wissink ’80 
Grandmother - Barbara Wierenga ’52 Wissink 
Grandfather - Charles Wissink ’52

Second Generation
Emily Andrews (Farmington Hills, Mich.) 
Mother - Dana Andrews ’98

Katrina Baker (Hudsonville, Mich.) 
Mother - Christine Prince ’89 Baker 
Father - Keith Baker ’88

Jenna Blankespoor (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Father - Curt Blankespoor ’88

Elizabeth Bransdorfer (California, Md.) 
Grandmother - Mary Catherine Hacklander ’54 
Bransdorfer

Katherine Brudos (Schenectady, N.Y.) 
Father - Daniel Brudos ’83

Karley Bullard (Traverse City, Mich.) 
Mother - Krista Koelling ’88 Bullard 
Father - Mike Bullard ’86

Zachary Buth (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Kristen Decker ’81 Buth

Korey Cook ( Marquette, Mich.) 
Father - Robert Cook ’85 

Kaitlin Cress (Rockford, Mich.) 
Mother - Deborah Phillips ’84 Cress 
Father - Donald Cress ’84

Barry DeGraaf (West Olive, Mich.) 
Grandmother - Marla Lanning ’55 Lindsay

Fifth-generation students Leslie Kempers of Santa Ana., Calif., and Kyle Vaas of 
Wyoming, Mich., each with ties extending to the 1880s.

Generations
            

of
 Hope

As Hope’s 150th academic year unfolds, echoes of the past travel the 
campus daily with the generational students whose forebears also once 
attended.  The 110 generational students in the newly arrived Class of 
2015 come from four continents, their ancestry spanning from as far 
back as the first graduating class of 1866 to 2010.
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Anna DeGroot (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Father - Edward DeGroot ’84

Cameron Dice (Allendale, Mich.) 
Father - John Dice ’87

Dorothy Dickinson (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Sarah Eberhard ’87 Dickinson 
Father - Michael Dickinson ’87

Thomas Doherty (Barrington, Ill.) 
Grandfather - Ronald Spiekhout ’61

Monica Dwyer (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Father - Scott Dwyer ’78 

Megan Farwell (Ada, Mich.) 
Mother - Beth Sandford ’87 Farwell

Rebecca Flinker (Leeds, Ma.) 
Mother - Stephanie Klahr ’82 Flinker 
Father - Peter Flinker ’82

Zachary Geschwendt (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Grandfather - Ronald Geschwendt ’59

Jordan Gowman (Rochester Hills, Mich.) 
Father - David Gowman ’85

Molly Grabill (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Mother - Michelle Dykstra ’85 Grabill 
Father - Tom Grabill ’88

Nick Hacker (Minneapolis, Minn.) 
Father - Theodore Hacker ’83

Katherine Hauge (Edina, Minn.) 
Grandfather - Dowe Peter Cupery ’35

Madelyn Huegli (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Beth Wolfrom ‘94 Huegli 
Father - Jeffrey Huegli ’92

Alexander Hyde (Spring Lake, Mich.) 
Father - Charles Hyde ’84

Lauri Jellison (York, Pa.) 
Mother - Joanne Southwick ’82 Jellison 
Father - William Jellison ’80

Erin Jipping (Holland, Mich.) 
Father - Paul Jipping ’85

Christopher Kappes (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Grandfather - Gene Nyenhuis ’52

Madalynn Kempkers (Allegan, Mich.) 
Grandmother - Jeanette Abma ’59 VandeWege 
Grandmother - Cheryl Veen ’61 Kempkers

Emma Krive (Walker, Mich.) 
Mother - Christine Stone ’89 Krive 
Father - Kent Krive ’89

Audrey LaRoche (Hudsonville, Mich.) 
Mother - Ann Pitsch ’87 LaRoche

Meghan Lau (Grandville, Mich.) 
Mother - Anne Beld ’84 Lau

Nathan Leppink (Ada, Mich.) 
Grandfather - Richard Leppink ’53

Kaitlyn Marsman (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Rhonda Hale ’84 Marsman 
Father - Dean Marsman ’83

Joshua McCammon (Ypsilanti, Mich.) 
Mother - Judy DeWeerd ’83 McCammon

Nicholas Mendels (Grand Haven, Mich.) 
Mother - Melinda Fischer ’85 Mendels 
Father - Chris Mendels ’87

Meredith Morse (Naperville, Ill.) 
Mother - Meri Shima ’76 Morse 
Father - Peter Morse ’77  
 
Michael Morton (Holland, Mich.) 
Grandmother - Muriel Hulst ’52

Kaitlyn Mulder (Spring Lake, Mich.) 
Great-Grandmother - Theresa Ruster ’38 Reenders

Heather O’Connell (Pequannock, N.J.) 
Mother - Laura Hempstead ’85 O’Connell

Jared Osbeck (Wyoming, Mich.) 
Father - Bruce Osbeck ’80

Leah Peterson (Holland, Mich.) 
Father - Jonathan Peterson ’84

Payton Ponstein (Jenison, Mich.) 
Father - Todd Ponstein ’89

Hope Potter (Whitehall, Mich.) 
Father- Bruce Potter ’82

Lauren Reenders (Grand Haven, Mich.) 
Father - Scott Reenders ’84 

Peter Schemper (Oak Park, Ill.) 
Grandfather - Chester Schemper ’49

Sam Schouten (Oostburg, Wis.) 
Grandfather - Marvin Schultz ’62

Lindsay Sherwood (Darien, Ct.) 
Great Grandmother - Cornelia Cook ’34 
Great-Grandmother - Edna Cook ’28 
Great-Grandfather - Frederick Wyngarden ’31

Carly Siess (Flanders, N.J.) 
Mother - Nancy Boersema ’74

Erica Simpson (Traverse City, Mich.) 
Mother - Susan Casper ’84 Simpson 
Father - Robert Simpson ’85

Erick Skaff (Flint, Mich.) 
Mother - Kimberly VanDuyne ’79 Skaff

Emily Smith (Jackson, Wyo.) 
Grandfather- Martin Scholtens ’64

Jencen Smith (Hamilton, Mich.) 
Step-Mother - Sarah Lepard ’97 Smith

Camille Snyder (Minneapolis, Minn.) 
Father - Daniel Snyder ’80

Brett Stewart (Kae, Mich.) 
Mother - Gerielle Waltz-Stewart ’88

Stephanie Stover (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Joan Dykema ’81 Stover

Jessica Tennant (West Olive, Mich.) 
Mother - Mary Tennant ’10

Andrew Thompson (Zeeland, Mich.) 
Mother – Debra Mallory ’78 Thompson 
Father – Dewey Thompson ’78

Lindsay Timmerman (Hamilton, Mich.) 
Mother - Stacy Kyes ’89 Timmerman 
Father - Rolfe Timmerman ’89

Jennifer Toscano (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Janet Wallace ’76 Toscano 
Father - Michael Toscano ’75

Nick Tuitel (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Father - Johnnie Tuitel ’88

Graham Vanderheide (Grandville, Mich.) 
Great-Grandmother - Norah Feyen Talsma (Prep 1916)

Ryan VanderMeulen (Spring Lake, Mich.) 
Father - Michael Prins ’87

Amy Vander Stoep (Holland, Mich.) 
Mother - Jill Vredevelt ’87 VanderStoep 
Father - Scott VanderStoep ’87

Laura Van Oss (Wheaton, Ill.) 
Mother - Sarah Smith ’85 Van Oss 
Father - Jonathan Van Oss ’85

Taylor Vite (Buchanan, Mich.) 
Father - Jerome Vite ’84

McLane Watson (Louisville, Colo.) 
Grandmother - Fern Corteville ’38 Joeckel 
Grandfather - Stanley Joeckel ’36

Christian Wehner (Carmel, Ind.)  
Mother - Mary Lynn DeGraaf ’78 Wehner 
Father - Brad Wehner ’76

Peyton Wells (Rockford, Mich.) 
Grandfather - James Stull ’62

Josh Welsch (St. Peters, Mo.) 
Mother - Deb Wettack ’84 Welsch 
Father - Dean Welsch ’84

Heather Wierenga (Jenison, Mich.) 
Mother - Brenda Conant ’88 Wierenga 
Father - Dean Wierenga ’88

Mackenzie Wolffis (Grand Rapids, Mich.) 
Mother - Joanne Vukoje ’81 Wolffis 
Father - Todd Wolffis ’82

Sixth-generation student Carrie 
Hoekstra of Kalamazoo, Mich., 
was preceded at Hope by ancestors 
extending back to Hope’s first 
graduating class, as well as by 
sisters Anne ’08 and Katherine ’11.  
“I’ve pretty much grown up here.  
I didn’t need a campus tour.”

Pictured from left to right are many among the third-, fourth- and fifth-generation members of the class:  Row 1: Lindsey Bieri (3), Kyle Vaas (5), Cameron Van Eyl (4), Annie 
Japinga (3), Leslie Kempers (5), Jennifer Van Es (4), Lydia Nykamp (3), Madi Buursma (3), Forrest Vander Borgh (3); Row 2: Abel Morris (3), Elizabeth VarnHagen (3), Matthew 
Baar (3), Sarah Schuiling (4), Janel Rink (3), Aubrey Holzinger (3), Kathryn Custer (3), Christina Sayer (3), Katelyn Webster (3), Tara Buhl (4); Row 3: Eric Webb (3), Peter 
Bruggers (4), Timothy Van Dyken (3), Michael Hankinson (4), Scott Cathey (4), Connor Berrodin (4), Nicholas DeJongh (3), Joseph Helder (3).  The full listing of all of this 
year’s Generational New Students and their alumni ties can be found online at www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc.
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Fla., and reports that she still does not 
miss the Michigan winters.
Ken Potter ’79 of Portsmouth, N.H., 
was part of the 3-on-3 National Senior 
Games basketball tournament and 
won the championship, winning five 
straight games.  There were 24 teams 
from more than 20 states.

80s
Kim Gnade ’82 Mather of Wakefield, 
R.I., is the new principal at West 
Kingston Elementary School.
Matthew Missad ’83 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is the new chief executive officer 
of Universal Forest Products. He has 
been with UFP for 26 years working in 
different areas, most recently as general 
counsel.
Brad Kuipers ’84 of Holland, Mich., 
is the athletic director with Calvary 
Schools of Holland.
Ken Neevel ’84 of Holland, Mich., 
is director of development for the 
Reformed Church in America.
Carol Johnson ’84 Talsma of 
Zeeland, Mich., recently received 
the State of Michigan House of 
Representatives Premier Mentor 
Award.  Carol was recognized for her 

commitment to middle school students. 
She is currently mentoring through 
Zeeland Public Schools New Kids on the 
Block program.
James Scheuerle ’85 of Muskegon, 
Mich., has joined the law firm of 
Scheuerle & Zitta LLP in a counsel 
capacity.  He is involved in the areas of 
creditors’ rights, creditor-side bankruptcy 
law and landlord/tenant law.
Nancy Evans ’86 Bednarski of 
Saline, Mich., is celebrating 20 years 
with Thomson Reuters.  She reports that 
she recently returned from Chennai, 
India, where she conducted training for 
the staff there.  She concluded her trip 
overseas with additional travel to Italy.
Jayne Zwyghuizen ’86 French 
of Livonia, Mich., is in her seventh 
year as Color Guard coach with the 
Clarenceville High School marching 
band.
Laura Sanders ’86 Myers of 
Churubusco, Ind., is co-teaching classes 
on classical music history and types of 
orchestra instruments for a homeschool 
co-op in rural Noble County, Indiana.
Mark Scholten ’86 is the pastor of 
Faith Presbyterian Church in Akron, 
Ohio, after serving in Connecticut for 10 
years.  He is the founder and president 
of the Northern Ohio Reformed 
Fellowship and chairs the candidacy 
committee of the Ohio Presbytery.   He 
and his wife, Kathy VanGiessen ’85 
Scholten, will be celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary; they have five 
children.
Paul VanderHart ’86 of Caledonia, 
Mich., was promoted to finance manger 
for Delta Imports featuring Audi, 
Porsche and Subaru brands.
Mike Dickinson ’87 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is the medical director of the 
heart transplant program at Spectrum 
Health. He is a cardiologist with West 
Michigan Heart, Spectrum Health and 
is the counterpart to the surgeon who 
does the actual transplant, meaning 
that he does all the pre- and post- care 
of the transplant patients in addition to 
managing the program. The program 
has been a great success, as they 
have successfully completed 10 heart 
transplants in just over seven months as 
well as ramping up a LVAD program.
Dean Warren ’88 of Loveland, Colo., 
has moved after spending 20 years in 
Orlando.  He and his wife decided to 
head to the mountains to enjoy the 
beautiful Colorado scenery.  He is still 
flying as an international German 
speaker for Delta Air Lines (20 years) 
and is currently based in New York.  He 
notes that he has been enjoying working 
as a journalist and photographer for 
Florida Cycling Magazine the past year 
and a half.
Matthew Knittel ’89 of Gaithersburg, 
Md., has been named the first director 
of the Pensylvania Independent Fiscal 
Office in Harrisburg.  He will provide 
financial oversight and annual revenue 
estimates independent of the governor’s 
office.  He is the former U.S. Treasury 
Department financial economist.

90s
Philippe Burney ’91 of Livonia, 
Mich., is the manager for Brighthouse 
Business Solutions for the Detroit 
market.
Katie Lane ’91 of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
will be running the New York Marathon 
in November.
Janine Lenhart ’91 Myers of Dorr, 
Mich., has received her certification 
in peri-anesthesia in the ambulatory 
setting.
Lori Gano-Overway ’91 of Mount 
Sidney, Va., received the Martha B. 
Thornton Faculty Recognition Award 
from Bridgewater College, where she 
is the associate professor of health and 
exercise science.
Lisa Lober ’92 Ashley has accepted 
the position of president/CEO of the 
Michigan Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization.  Based in Lansing, Mich., 
MHPCO provides education/training, 
networking, and legislative/advocacy 
services to hospice and palliative care 
provider members.  She holds a nursing 
home administrator license and is a 
certified hospice and palliative care 
administrator. She had been with 
Hospice of Little Traverse Bay for 14 
years. She lives in Petoskey, Mich., with 
her husband and three children.
Jill Flanagan ’92 Norvilitis of 
Orchard Park, N.Y., is a professor of 
psychology at Buffalo State College and 
recently received the SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching.
John Nowak ’94 of  Scottsdale, Ariz., is 
working for JPMorgan Chase. He states 
that he is currently looking at taking a 
career leap of faith in possibly moving 
to more of a management roll as a client 
services manager in either Chicago, Ill., 
Houston, Texas, or New York.
Andy Rodenhouse ’95 of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has started his own 
law firm, Rodenhouse Kuipers PC, in 
downtown Grand Rapids.
Cary Stamas ’95 has accepted the 
principalship of Kraft Meadows Middle 
School in Caledonia, Mich., starting 
with the 2011-12 school year. Previously 
he spent the last 15 years in teaching, 
coaching and administration at Sparta 

High School.
James English ’96 of Jenison, Mich., is 
the director of finance for West Ottawa 
Public Schools.
David Nicholson ’96 of Hanover, Md., 
has been promoted to Zone Manager 
- after sales in the Washington D.C./ 
Baltimore, Md. zone for Chevrolet’s 
northeast region.
Marcus Wasilevich ’96 of Grand 
Ledge, Mich., has joined the science 
faculty of Olivet College as an assistant 
professor of biology.
Marc Van Soest ’97 of Holland, Mich., 
is the new principal at Zeeland East High 
School.
Scott Derby ’98 of Holland, Mich., 
competed in the Chicago-Mackinac race 
during the weekend of July 16.
Michael Nagelvoort ’98 of Holland, 
Mich., has been named investment 
executive and assistant vice president of 
Fifth Third Bank.
Elizabeth Wesselink ’98 Vander 
Wege is the new principal at Lakewood 
Elementary in Holland, Mich.
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Michael Drahos ’78 of 
Sherburne, N.Y., was awarded 
the Citizen of Merit Award by 
the Morrisville Lions Club.  
This award is presented to 
a local resident who goes 
above and beyond for those 
around him.   He was given 
the award at Morrisville-Eaton 
Central School graduation on 
Friday, June 24.  This was the 
first time that the Lions Club 
chose someone who does 
not live in their community.  
He is the superintendent at 
M-ECS and was praised for his 
devotion to the community 
and those surrounding it.  He 
was also credited for his work 
with the ravaged Hurricane 
Katrina communities.  He is 
pictured with senior Taylor 
Gallup, who surprised him 
with the award.

Summer of 1990.  Many may 
not remember where we were 
or what we were doing, but 
these four look like they are 
ready for some fun.  Little 
did they know that all four 
would end up at Hope College. 
Pictured left to right, Aryn 
Pawloski ’10 (two years old), 
Elizabeth Burman ’08 (five 
years old), Lyndi Weener ’11 
(one year old) and Seth Weener 
’08 (five years old).  Picture sent 
in by parent, Joan Pawloski.

www.hope.edu/athletics
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Amy E. Hall ’98 of Franklin, Tenn., 
published her latest poetry chapbook, 
Sugar and Spice and Nothing That’s 
Nice, on April 26.  Co-authored by 
Randy Foster, the chapbook features 
bitter and sweet poems about tea and 
coffee.  Foster and Hall are currently in 
the midst of a coffee shop tour in the 
Greater Nashville Area.
Tony Petkus ’99 of Holland, Mich., is 
the new athletic director at Comstock 
Park.  He was the athletic director and 
recreation director for the Fennville 
district for the previous 11 years.
Justin Wormmeester ’99 of 
Washington, D.C., is the new director of 
government affairs for BNSF Railway.

00s
Clark Beacom ’01 of Valrico, Fla., has 
been named vice president of ticket sales 
for the Columbus Crew.
Ginger Connor ’01 of Rochester Hills, 
Mich., completed an OB/GYN residency 
at William Beaumont hospital and is now 
working at Women’s Excellence in OB/
GYN in Lake Orion and Clarkston, Mich.
Adrienne Cameron ’01 Dilling of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is a renowned blogger.
Ettienne Jackson ’01 Hand of 
Dearborn, Mich., is pursuing her Master 
of Arts in college counseling at Eastern 
Michigan University.
Dan Kuipers ’01 of Holland, Mich., 
owns Sustainable Energy Financing, 
helping companies become more energy 
efficient.
Jedediah Leachman ’01 of El Paso, 
Texas, has been awarded a first dan 
degree black belt in the Korea Hapki-do 

Association through Yoon’s Martial Arts 
School of Canada.
Andrew Vanover ’02 is the associate 
pastor at Thornapple Covenant Church 
in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Hillary Stone ’03 DeBoer of 
Holland, Mich., recently joined Holland 
Hospital’s human resources team as 
the staffing and retention coordinator, 
with responsibilities including 
coordinating the hospital’s workforce 
plan, networking with high school and 
college advising staff, participating in 
job fairs and representing the hospital in 
a public relations role in health-related 
educational/professional settings. Prior 
to joining Holland Hospital, she worked 
for Perrigo Company in human resources 
talent acquisition.
Elizabeth Slentz ’03 of Alexandria, 
Va., works for Delta Resources Inc. as a 
defense contractor.
Susana Rodriguez-Snyder ’04 is 
in her second year as assistant director 
of the Socorro ISD Elementary Honor 
Choir (fourth-and fifth- graders from 25 
different schools) in El Paso, Texas.
Steven Van Beek ’04 of Arlington, 
Va., has been promoted to director of 
regulatory compliance at the National 
Association of Federal Credit Unions 
(NAFCU).  He manages NAFCU’s 
Compliance Assistance Program which 
provides regulatory information to more 
than  800 member-credit unions.
Lynn Cargill ’06 of Tarrytown, N.Y., 
is a chemist with Energizer Personal 
Care.  She had developed the formulas 
for Hawaiian Tropic & Shimmer Effect 
Lotion Sunscreen and After Sun Lotion.
Leah Dewitt ’06 Locker of Holland, 
Mich., is a counselor at Zeeland Public 

Schools.
Adam Locker ’06 of Holland, Mich., 
is the worship director at Evergreen 
Ministries.
Emily Shebak ’06 has recently 
relocated to London, England, to grow 
her career in marketing and advertising.
Emily Brooks ’06 Sorensen recently 
began her doctoral work at the University 
of South Alabama.  She will be working 
towards a Doctor of Nursing Practice 

degree.
Erica May-Oosting ’06 Zeiders 
completed her residency in pediatrics 
and binocular vision at the Illinois 
College of Optometry in Chicago, Ill.  
She and her husband are now living in 
Davison, Mich., and she is working in 
a private practice in Flint, where she 
provides specialized pediatric and family 
optometric care.
Sara Omanson ’07 Mahoney is an 
assistant professor in the department of 
health and kinesiology at Texas A & M 
University - Kingsville.
Lauren Peters ’07 of Chicago, Ill., has 
been named as one of the Windy Times 
City 12th annual Thirty under 30.
Leah Wicander ’07 of Madison, 
Wis., will be starting a Ph.D. in second 
language acquisition and Spanish this fall 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Kristi “Joy” Wilkins ’07 of Holland, 
Mich., opened Body and Soul Movement 
Arts in April 2011.
Mason Blenkhorn ’08 of Ferndale, 
Mich., is excited to report that he has 
joined Teach For America’s 2011 teaching 
corps.  After three years in the software 
industry, he is now teaching third grade 
at UNO Soccer Academy in Chicago, 
Ill. As one of 9,300 corps members 
teaching in high-need public schools in 
43 regions around of the country, he is 
thrilled to be working alongside other 
dedicated educators to give students the 
educational opportunities they deserve. 
He couldn’t be prouder of his students, 
who are so capable and are working hard 
every day, and he writes, “In their faces, I 
see so many future members of the Hope 
College class of 2025.”
Quinn Nystrom ’08 of Minneapolis, 
Minn., threw out the first pitch at Target 
Field in Minneapolis for the Twins vs. 
Tigers baseball game on Saturday, July 

Laura Herrick ’10 was 
Michigan’s AmeriCorps 
Member of the Month for 
August 2011. She is full-time 
member with the Campaign to 
End Homelessness AmeriCorps 
program.  Through the 
Community Action House, 
she serves the homeless 
population in Ottawa County.  
She is responsible for screening 
and providing ongoing case 
management for the families 
for the Homeless Assistance 
Recovery Program (HARP).  
She also provides support 
services for those in need 
of housing.  She creates a 
monthly newsletter for HARP 
participants, which is full of 
resources and information.  
She also created a survey for 
the members to identify the 
needs and challenges facing 
the individuals and families 
and to find gaps in services 

in Ottawa County.  The 
coordinator of the Ottawa Area 
Housing Coalition has seen 
the impact on the community 
through Laura’s service, noting,  
“since day one, Laura has been 
committed to providing the 
best possible service to the 
homeless in Ottawa County.  
Her thoughtfulness and 
dedication is very valuable to 
those she serves.”

www.hopebookstore.com
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24. She is currently working as a full-time 
diabetes speaker and advocate.
Nicole Schrier ’08 graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin Law School 
and was admitted to the bar in the State 
of Wisconsin. She has recently started 
as associate attorney with the law firm 
Neuberger, Wakeman, Lorenz, Griggs & 
Sweet in Watertown, Wis. She practices in 
all areas with an emphasis in litigation.
Kimberly Coleman ’09 of Royal 
Oak, Mich., is the assistant buyer for 
Moosejaw in Madison Heights, Mich.
Travis Kingma ’09 went on tour with 
his band, Travis Kingma Band, on July 
15-24.  He played in Kalamazoo, Mich.; 
Peoria, Ill.; Chicago, Ill.; Bloomington, 
Ind.; and Denver, Colo.
D.J. Scholten ’09 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is a researcher at the Van Andel 
Institute, working in cellular and 
molecular biology.

10s
Jonathan Morgan ’10 is attending 
the George Washington University this 
fall to obtain his master’s in health 
administration.
Jonathan Winne ’10 has accepted 
a position as mining engineer with 
Marston, a Golder Associates Company, 
in Lakewood, Colo.  Marston is a mining 
consultant and mining engineering 
consulting firm.
Alex Homkes ’11 is attending the 
University of Minnesota to pursue a 
master’s in health administration.
Kelsey Reimink ’11 has joined the 
Holyoke school system in Massachusetts 
as the new junior/senior high science 
teacher.
Will Bowser ’11 has signed a one-year 
contract to play professional basketball 
in Romania.

Marriages
  Connie Van Zylen ’53 Ryskamp 
and Wayne I. Schipper, May 28, 2011.
 Kathyrn Nykyforchyne Dykhuis 
’72 and Jim Van Stensel, Oct. 16, 2010.
 David Nicholson ’96 and Silvia 
Naccha-Tejada, September 2009.
 Justin Wormmeester ’99 and 
Michelle Nguyen, May 21, 2011, 
Washington, D.C.
 Ettienne Jackson ’01 and David 
Hand, May 1, 2010.
 Angela Lower ’01 and Robert Lusk, 
Sept. 15, 2009.
 Kari Boss ’02 and Christopher 
Maki, June 18, 2010, Charlevoix, Mich.
 Melissa Hirsch ’03 and Jeff 
Romani, Nov. 26, 2010, Montego Bay, 
Jamaica.
 Katherine Budris ’04 and Kyle 
Delhagen ’04, June 4, 2011, Holland, 
Mich.
 Geoffrey Floding ’05 and Ashlee 
Liedtke, June 18, 2011, Fairfax, Va.
 Marie DePetris ’06 and Bob 
Howard, Oct. 16, 2010.
 Lisa Walters ’06 and Charles 
Andrews, Oct. 9, 2010.
 Dean Gibbie ’06 and Jessica 
Armstrong, May 28, 2011.
 Bradley Matson ’07 and Kirsten 
Graham ’10, July 2, 2011, Traverse City, 
Mich.
 Jenelle Mittelstaedt ’07 and 
William Ponkowski ’07, June 27, 2008, 
Orchard Lake, Mich.
 Sarah Sosolik ’09 and Trent 
Gibson, June 25, 2011, Minooka, Ill.

New Arrivals
 Cara Redeker ’88 Theile and 
Thomas Theile Jr. ’90, Hoover Thomas, 
Feb. 27, 2011.
 Michael Ray ’90 and Samantha Ray, 
Tatum Elizabeth, May 11, 2011.
 Claudia White ’91 Allen and Erik 
Allen, Luke William, Jan. 10, 2011.
 David Herman ’91 and Alicia Clare, 
Rosalyn Dorothy, Bronwyn Clare and 
Thorsten Oftedahl, April 2, 2011.
 Margaret Matson ’91 Hofmann and 
her husband, Ava Margaret, May 16, 
2011.
 Tracy Duros ’95 Hammontree and 
Scott Hammontree, Brooke Elizabeth, 
April 5, 2011.
 Cary Stamas ’95 and Jeni Grasman 
Stamas, Katherine Cooper, Dec. 19, 2010.
 Cameron Gatrell ’96 and Aimee 
Gatrell, Drake, Nov. 15, 2007, and 
Grady, June 28, 2010.
 Robert Harrison ’96 and Sara 
VanAntwerp ’97 Harrison, Iain Robert, 
Dec. 17, 2010.
 Susan Dennison ’96 Kenny and 
John Kenny, Elisabeth, March 16, 2009.
 Todd Chassee ’99  and Amanda 
Peters ’01 Chassee, Will Samuel, March 
2, 2011.
 Brian Grzan ’99 and Jennifer Jones-
Grzan ’01, Madison Lynn, May 24, 2011.
  Julie Morin ’99 Komejan and 
Douglas Komejan ’03, Emma Grace, July 
18, 2011.
 Stephanie Stiegler ’99 Sanders and 
Tom Sanders, Olivia Louise, Jan. 28, 
2011.

 Daniel Taylor ’99 and Jennifer 
Taylor, Andrew Stephen, Sept. 3, 2011.
 Andrea Hays ’00 DeVries and 
Robert DeVries, Connor Joshua, June 29, 
2011.
 Travis Graham ’00 and Kristin 
Lamers ’02 Graham, Jordan Matthew, 
Aug. 25, 2011.
 Michael Harris ’00 and Erin 
Hubbard ’03 Harris, Emily Lynae, July 
17, 2011.
  Debra Burr ’00 Kemppainen and 
Ryan Kemppainen, Bryant Eino, Aug. 
29, 2011.
 Chanda Wenger ’00 Slenk and Joe 
Slenk, Camryn Leah, May 12, 2011.
 Jessica Loomis ’00 DeBoer and 
Todd DeBoer ’00, Cecilia Ann, July 13, 
2011.
 Michael Barnes ’01 and Sarah 
Ruttan ’01 Barnes, Timothy Michael, 
July 19, 2011.
 Nathan DeVisser ’01 and Abby 
DeVisser, Reese, May 22, 2011.
 Laurel Morse ’01 Botting and David 
Botting II, April Athena, March 29, 
2011.
 Adrienne Cameron ’01 Dilling 
and Benjamin Dilling, Lillian, April 22, 
2009.
 Avonlea Sarver ’01 Krueger and 
John Krueger, Montgomery, Nov. 14, 
2010.
 Angela Lower-Lusk ’01 and Robert 
Lusk, Gracie Jo, Oct. 2, 2010.
 Karen Wittstock ’01 Morrish and 
Michael Morrish, Lily Morrish, July 13, 
2011.
  Greg Piccolo ’01 and Katie Lenz ’01 
Piccolo, Tess Treiber, April 5, 2011.

The Foundation for a Greater Hope www.hope.edu/hopefund

Educating students for lives of leadership and service is the
foundation of Hope’s mission – and you can make all the difference.

Your gift of any size funds financial aid, keeps Hope’s technology and
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Biochemistry Professor Leah Chase works with student Matt Hartwell on Parkinson’s research.

Rob Guimond ’11 started 
a new adventure shortly after 
graduation.  He and a friend 
flew to California planning 
to ride their bikes back to 
Blissfest in the northern Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan.  On day 
two of the trip, Rob’s friend was 
injured, leaving Rob traveling 
alone.  He started his 2,382-mile 
journey on Wednesday, May 11, 
in Twin Falls, Idaho, and reached 
Blissfest on Monday, July 11.  He 
wanted to see the country, and 
told the Sault Ste. Marie Evening 
News, “on a bike, you can hear 
things, see things and smell 
things you can’t in a car.”  He 
carried 50 pounds of camping 
supplies, clothing, repair supplies 
and a computer, riding 20-118 
miles each day.  He even made 
it to a job interview in Chicago, 
Ill., borrowing clothes from 
relatives. 

www.hope.edu/hopefund


 Rachel Bigelow ’01 Steen and 
Dan Steen, Luke Robert, June 8, 2011.
 Virginia Schodorf ’01 Grinzinger 
and Nicholas Grinzinger ’02, Shelby 
Elizabeth, Aug. 29, 2011.
 Kristin Kooyer ’01 VanDyke and 
Paul VanDyke, Ahren Douglas.
 Sara Johnson ’02 Hogan and 
Keith Hogan, Kaitlyn Joy, Aug. 25, 
2011.
  Jon Hultgren ’02 and Elizabeth 
Jorndt ’02 Hultgren, Elsie Elizabeth, 
March 8, 2011.
  Chris Sizemore ’02 and Beth 
Winne ’03 Sizemore, William Dean, 
April 19, 2011.
 Jody Murray ’03 Peters and Brett 
Peters, Henry Murray, Dec. 4, 2010.
 Angela Bunker ’03 Slater and 
Ricky Slater, Alexa Lee, July 29, 2011.
  Sarah Talbott ’03 Zuber and 
Adam Zuber, Owen Zuber, Jan. 29, 
2011.
 Kara Sayger ’04 Martindale and 
Jeffrey Martindale ’05, Asher James, 
Aug. 28, 2011.
 Brad Norden ’04 and Heather 
Tobert ’06 Norden, Karsten Bradley, 
July 25, 2011.
 Erin Schutter ’05 Slotman and 
Michael Slotman, Lucy Mae, July 8, 
2011.
 Matt Waterstone ’05 and Sarah 
Diekevers ’07 Waterstone, Willem Jeff, 
Aug. 10, 2011.
  Anna DeHaan ’05 White and 
Joshua White, Gavin Joshua, July 22, 
2011.
  Ashley Williams ’05 Potts and 
Matthew Potts, Emmersyn Victoria, 
May 21, 2011.
 Mary VerHeulen ’05 Kleyn and 
Andrew Kleyn, Sydney Grace, Aug. 1, 
2011
 Katrin Sweers ’06 Wright and 
Peter Wright ’06, Tristan Edward, July 
30, 2011.
 Elizabeth Hansen ’06 Capizzi and 
Jonathan Capizzi, Lauren Alyse and 
Samuel Ryan, Aug. 29, 2011.
 Jenelle Mittelstaedt ’ 07 
Ponkowski and William Ponkowski 
’07, Maria Katherine, April 10, 2011.

Advanced Degrees
 Richard Van Dop ’73,  Master 
of Divinity, Western Theological 
Seminary, May 2011.
  Nancy Brumm ’83 Boote, Master 
of Divinity, Western Theological 
Seminary, May 2011.
 James Monnett, Jr. ’91, Doctor 
of Ministry in pastoral theology, 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary.  His project was a curriculum 
titled “2 by 2: Training Adult leaders 
for Youth Mission Trips.”
 Amy White ’95 Kubichek, Ph.D. 
in sociology, University of Pittsburgh, 
May 2011.
 Eric Almli ’96, Master of Business 
Administration, Carey School Of 
Business of Johns Hopkins University.
  Cameron Gatrell ’96, master’s 
in administration, Central Michigan 
University.
 Kari Boss ’02 Maki, educational 
specialist degree in educational 
leadership, Central Michigan 
University, August 2011.
 Andrew Vanover ’02, Master 
of Divinity and Master of Business 
Administration, North Park University, 
May 2011.
 Jody Murray ’03 Peters, Ph.D. in 
biological sciences, University of Notre 
Dame, January 2011.
 Elizabeth Slentz ’03, Master of 
Public Policy, New England College’s 
School of Graduate and Professional 
Studies.
 Nicholas Van Slett ’05,  Master 
of Divinity, Western Theological 
Seminary, May 2011.
 Marie DePetris ’06 Howard, 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy, 
Rosalind Franklin University of 
medicine and science, June 4, 2010.
 Laura Rippberger ’06, Doctor 
of Dental Surgery, The Ohio State 
University College of Dentistry, June, 
2011.
 Kristen Post ’07 Livingston,  
Master of Divinity, Western 
Theological Seminary, May 2011.
  Noah Livingston ’07,  Master 
of Divinity, Western Theological 
Seminary, May 2011.
 Leah Wicander ’07, master’s in 
applied Spanish linguistics, Michigan 
State University, May 2011.
 Ian Lathrop ’08, master’s degree 
in health communication, Emerson 
College, in collaboration with Tufts 
University School of Medicine.
 Ryan Sweet ’08, Master of 
Divinity, Western Theological 
Seminary, May 2011.
  Mark Wheeler ’08, Master of Arts 
in counseling psychology, Western 
Michigan University, April 30, 2011.
  Timothy Carter ’09, completed 
a graduate certificate in sustainable 
engineering, Wayne State University, 
December 2010 and Master of Science 
in civil & environmental engineering, 
Wayne State University, May 2011.

Deaths
The college is often privileged to receive 
additional information in celebration 
of the lives of members of the Hope 
community who have passed away. 
Please visit the expanded obituaries we 
have made available online if you wish 
to read more about those whose loss is 
noted in this issue.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

 Isla Stegink ’61 Beld of Jenison, 
Mich., died on Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2011.  
She was 81.
 She worked at Butterworth Hospital 
as a medical technologist until 1976.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Virgil “Bub” Beld; and her 
parents, Ben (Minnie) Stegink.
 Survivors include her stepchildren, 
Nancy (John) Sage, Mary (John) Gort, 
and Doug (Lynne) Beld; brothers, Jack 
(Betty) Stegink, and Paul (Charlene) 
Stegink; sister-in-law,  Marie (Gerald) 
Beld; and several grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.

 Robert Bonthuis ’40  of 
Worthington, Ohio, died on Sunday, 
Aug. 14, 2011.  He was 92.
 He taught clergy of all faiths how 
to organize for social change in their 
communities through Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. 
He went on to form the Action Training 
Network of Ohio. He also co-founded 
Witness for Peace and took major 
leadership roles at the international level.  
 Survivors include his wife, Fran 
Bonthuis; sons, Robert Bonthius Jr., 
Andrew Bonthuis and Coert Bonthuis; 
daughter, Rebecca Lyn; stepchildren, 
Mary Elizabeth O’Brien and Robert 
Carter; and four grandchildren.

 Analene Pruis ’53 Botkin of 
New Hyde Park, N.Y., died on Thursday, 
Aug. 25, 2011. She was 83.
 She was a psychiatric nursing 
instructor at Queensborough Community 
College. She retired in 1994.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles Botkin; her parents, 
Carl (Anna) Pruis; and two brothers, 
James Pruis and Charles Pruis.
 Survivors include her two 
daughters, Mary Orenchuk and Janet 
Botkin; one son, Karl (Rose) Botkin; and 
two sisters, Ruth (John) Boender and 
Carlene Pruis.

 Marilyn Ray ’72 Brown of 
Holland, Mich., died on Tuesday, May 
17, 2011.  She was 61.
 She was employed by Herrick 
District Library for more than 33 years. 
She became acting children’s librarian in 
1980 and children’s librarian in 1982. 
 Survivors include her sister, Barbara 
Lusk; and a niece and nephew.

 James Ceton ’64 of Grand Haven, 
Mich., died on Sunday, Aug. 28, 2011.  
He was 69.

 He was a physician at Georgetown 
Medical Center in Jenison, Mich., and 
in hospitals in Zeeland, Holland, and 
Ludington.
 He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Sidney (Marjorie) Ceton; and 
father-in-law, James Franks Sr.
 Survivors include his wife of 43 
years, Mary Lou Ceton; four children, 
Randall (Rebekah) Ceton, David (Laura) 
Ceton, Karen ( Matthew) Jackson and 
Rebecca (Nicholas) Risedorph; eight 
grandchildren; two sisters, Ginger 
(Roger) Wolffis and Rebecca (Albert) 
VanSteenkiste; and mother-in-law, 
Shirley Franks.

 Judi Loebl ’75 Ching  of Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., died on Saturday, Aug, 20, 
2011.  She was 58.
 She earned a Master of Education 
degree in blind rehabilitation from 
Northern Illinois University and taught 
visually impaired students.
 Survivors include her husband 
of 33 years, Dale Ching; children, Jon 
Ching, Anne (Shaun) Griffin and Chris 
Ching; four grandchildren; daughter-
in-law, Diana Ching; parents, Robert 
(Anne) Loebl; sister, Elizabeth, (who is 
the director of Hope’s Upward Bound) 
(James) Colburn; and nieces including 
Kelsey Colburn ’12 and Kaitlin Colburn 
’13.

 Don C. DeJongh ’59 of Palo Alto, 
Calif., died suddenly on Sunday, July 
23, 2011.  He was 74.
 He served as a university professor 
and later in private industry in his 
specialty of mass spectrometry.  
 He retired to pursue activities 
in volunteer organizations including 
the American Red Cross disaster 
services, traveling to more than 
a dozen disasters from floods, to 
tornadoes and hurricanes, to New 
York City following the 9/11 terrorist 
attack.  Three years ago he completed 
walking the thousand-mile medieval 
pilgrimage route, the Way to St. James, 
from Le Puy, France to Santiago de la 
Compostela, Spain.
 Survivors include his wife of 51 
years, Miriam Klaaren ’60 DeJongh; 
their children, Don Frederic, Matthew 
(member of the Hope computer 
science faculty), and Katherine; and 
six grandchildren, including Matthias 
DeJongh ’14 and Nicholas DeJongh 
’15.
 
 Clarice Workman ’48 Emig 
of Norton Shores, Mich., died on 
Wednesday, July 27, 2011.  She was 85.
 She was a teacher at Mona Shores 
Public Schools for 20 years, retiring in 
1988.
 Survivors include her husband 
of 61 years, George Emig Sr.; sons, 
David (Lisa) Emig, George Emig Jr., 
Scott Emig; six grandchildren; one 
great-granddaughter; sister, Ruth (Carl) 
Robbins; brother, John (Lois Op’t Holt 
’53) Workman ’51; and sister-in-law, 
Maxine Harry.
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A total of 23 seniors
graduated with honors 
in July.  Please visit the 

college’s website 
for the list.

http://cms.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/31461
www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc/archive/expanded/2011October.html
http://www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc/archive/expanded2011october.html
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 Jay Folkert ’39 of Holland, Mich., 
professor emeritus of mathematics at 
Hope, died on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2011.  He 
was 94.
 He taught at Hope for more 
than three decades (1946-82) and 
played a formative role in the college’s 
mathematics program.
 The Jay Folkert and Charles S. 
Steketee Mathematics Research Fund at 
Hope is named in honor of his work.
 He served as a weather officer in the 
United States Army Air Corps from 1942 
to 1945.  He received the Bronze Star in 
1944.
 Survivors include his wife of 65 
years, Marian Folkert; children, Elaine 
Folkert ’68 (Harvey ’69) Heneveld, 
Victor (Nancy Warren ’77) Folkert 
’72, Calvin (Eva Dean ’83, who is 
an assistant professor of kinesiology 
and co-director of athletics) Folkert 
’81; seven grandchildren, including 
Elisabeth Heneveld ’98 Straley, Rebecca 
Heneveld ’96, Peter (Christine) Folkert 
’10 and Matthew Folkert ’13; eight 
great-grandchildren; a brother; a sister; 
and three sisters-in-law.

 Marian DeWeerd ’44 Hietbrink 
of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., died on Tuesday, 
July 19, 2011.  She was 88.
 For many years, she was the librarian 
of the Fort Lauderdale Christian School.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, John Hietbrink ’42.
 Survivors include her three children, 
James, Mary and Carol (and her husband 
Bill); two sisters-in-law, Janet Hietbrink 

and Marge (Don) Kiekintveld; and many 
nieces and nephews.

 Karen Andreasen ’64 Holkeboer 
of Holland, Mich., died on Sunday, July 
24, 2011.  She was 69.
 She taught third grade at Pine Creek 
Elementary School in the West Ottawa 
school district.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Carl Holkeboer ’60; a sister, 
Joan Lalley; and a brother-in-law, Bill 
Lalley Sr.
 Survivors include her daughters, 
Kathy Holkeboer and Julie (Tracy) Hardy; 
one granddaughter; two step-grandsons; 
and several nieces and nephews.

 Charles J. Larson ’49 of Trenton, 
Mich., died on Thursday, Aug. 12, 2010. 
He was 86.
 He was a veteran of World War II, 
serving in the United States Navy.
 He started the first critical care unit 
in the state of Michigan in 1965 at the 
Wyandotte General Hospital.  He worked 
at the Wyandotte/Ford Hospital, retiring 
in 1990.
 Survivors include his wife, Laurel 
Larson; brother, Donald (Valerie) Larson; 
sister, Elaine Lust; three daughters, Anita 
(Iri) Abrams, Ingrid (Dave) Coouse and 
Elaina (Jeff) Halicki; son, Leif Larson; 
and many grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews, including Erlund Larson ’87.

 Mary Ann Peerbolt ‘57 Johnson 
of Fort Myers, Fla., died on Thursday, May 
12, 2011. She was 75. 

 She was affiliated with the American 
Contract Bridge League, having reached 
the level of Life Master in 1992 and Silver 
Life Master in 2003.
 Survivors include her husband, 
Robert Johnson ’57; children, Linda 
(Robert) Ochse, Steven (Susan) Johnson, 
Susan (Thomas Dyar) Johnson, Tammy 
(Jeffrey) Brodzeller, Timothy (Michelle) 
Johnson and Robin (Richard) Lattimore; 
11 grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.

 Corla Poll ’79 Kraker of 
Hamilton, Mich., died on Sunday, Sept. 4, 
2011.  She was 54.
 She was a teacher in Hamilton 
Community Schools, retiring in 2009.
 She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Bernard (Dorothy) Poll; her 
parents-in-law, Robert (Betty) Kraker; and 
her sister-in-law, Barb Tucker.
 Survivors include her husband of 
32 years, Jim Kraker; her children, Josh 
(Kristen) Kraker, Joel (Lindsey) Kraker, 
and Jamie Kraker; sisters, Cindy Poll ’72 
(Michael) Gurr, Connie (Mike) Beck, 
in-laws, Bob Tucker, Rick (Carla) Kraker, 
Randy (Marla) Kraker, Mike (Barb) Kraker 
and Lori (Jim) Vande Guchte; and several 
nieces and nephews.
 
 Frank Lokker ’43 of Holland, 
Mich., died on Monday, Aug. 29, 2011.  
He was 90.
 He served in World War II in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps.  He was awarded 
numerous battle stars during his tour of 
combat duty in the Pacific Theater of 
Operations.
 He was the owner and vice president 
of the local Dew-el Corporation for 26 
years, retiring in 1995.
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Phyllis Lokker.
 Survivors include his children, 
Kathleen Lokker, Steven (Mary) Lokker and 
Michael Lokker; and four grandchildren.

 Kathy Klomparens ’64 Malcolm 
of Corona Del Mar, Calif., died on 
Saturday, July 16, 2011.  She was 69.
 She taught elementary school both 
in Holland and at Cox Elementary School 
in Fountain Valley, Calif., retiring in 1979.
 Survivors include her husband 
of 35 years, Tom Malcolm; son, David 
Boersma; brothers, Chuck, Jerry and Craig 
Klomparens; and sisters-in-law, Gloria 
and Jeanette Klomparens.

 Ross Nykamp ’80 of Holland, 
Mich., died unexpectedly on Friday, Aug. 
19, 2011.  He was 52.
 He received the fourth annual “Hope 
for Humanity” award from the college’s 
Alumni H-Club in 1993 in recognition 
of his service to and involvement in the 
community.
 Since 1998 he had been director 
at Lumir LLC, a real estate company 
specialized in commercial, retail and 
residential development in downtown 
Holland.
 He was preceded in death by his 
sister, Beth Nykamp.
 Survivors include his wife, Cyndi 
Nykamp; children, Caleb ’12 and Lydia 
’15 and Elijah Nykamp; parents, Rev. 

Robert (Erma) Nykamp ’55; brother, 
Randall (Kay) Nykamp; parents-in-law, 
Rev. Cecil (Arlene) Martens; in-laws, Paul 
(Krystin Ritsema ’86) Martens ’80, Brent 
(Melissa) Martens and Lynnette (Ray) 
Blum; and several nieces and nephews.

 Robert Winship ’51 of 
Hackensack, N.J., died on Monday, July 4, 
2011.  He was 82.
 He was a veteran of the U.S. Army.
 He was an accountant for Tenneco 
Chemicals.
 He was preceded in death by his two 
sisters, Marilyn and Ellen.
 Survivors include his wife, Martha 
Winship; his two children, Lorraine 
(Steve) Gross and Bradford (Renee) 
Winship; six grandchildren; and a great-
granddaughter.

Sympathy to
 The family of Michael Gerrie of 
Winter Park, Fla., who died on Saturday, 
July 30, 2011.  He was 73.
 He initially came to the college 
as a summer lecturer in biology.  He 
was a member of the college’s student 
development staff from 1967 until 1983.  
His responsibilities through the years 
had included serving as head resident 
of Kollen Hall, as director of housing, 
as associate dean of students and, 
beginning in 1975, as dean of students.

 The family of Lester Kleinheksel 
of Overisel, Mich., who died on Saturday,  
July 30, 2011.  He was 84.
 He owned and operated a family 
farm and had been a custodian at Hope.  
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ruth Bolks Kleinheksel; daughter-
in-law, Linda Kleinheksel; and a 
grandson.  
  Survivors include his wife, 
Joan Folkert Kleinheksel; children 
Dale (Kathleen) Kleinheksel ’71, Cal 
(Nancy) Kleinheksel ’73, Glenn (Beth) 
Kleinheksel, Timothy (Ruth) Kleinheksel, 
Ken (Nancee) Kleinheksel, and Joy 
(Carl) Meyer; 22 grandchildren; 28 
great-grandchildren; stepchildren, Jerry 
(Dawn) Folkert, Ward Folkert, Scott 
(Linda) Folkert, Debbie (Ben) Folkert, 
and Kathy (David) Jurries; several step-
grandchildren; step-great-grandchildren; 
and sisters-in-law, Florence Koops and 
Lorraine (Robert) Nyhoff.

 The family of Warren Williams 
of Raleigh, N.C., who died on Sunday, 
July 31, 2011.  He was 95.
 He was a second lieutenant in the 
Army Air Corps in World War II.  He 
was a navigator on a B-24. 
 He was an assistant professor of 
history at Hope from 1957 until 1963.
 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Becky Williams.
 Survivors include his sister, Anna 
Ruth Williams; his daughter, Anna 
(Butler Williams) Shannon Elfenbein; 
son-in-law, Don Elfenbein; his son, 
James Warren Williams; daughter-in-
law, Susie Jaacobson Williams; and 
four grandchildren. 
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A Closing Look

Across a student’s four years the campus seems permanent, but across 
the decades it becomes very much a work in progress.  This at-the-time 
comprehensive aerial view, shared in the 1941 Milestone yearbook, can nearly 
be considered a close-up; the same effort today requires zooming out a fair 
bit, with Hope having grown in ways unimaginable 70 years before.  Always, 
though, the core remains, geographically as well as metaphorically, upon 
which all else builds.  As the largest fund-raising effort in the college’s history 
makes its difference, equipping the college to serve new generations of 
students, Hope will be transformed, and the same, and greater.

            A Sure 
      Foundation
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Jaimy Gordon, novelist
Jack Ridl 
Visiting Writers Series
Nov. 3

Fall Knickerbocker 
Student Dance Concert 
A Dance Department 
Performance
Dec. 5-6

The Two Gentlemen of 
Verona by William Shakespeare
A Theatre Department 
Performance 
Nov. 17-19, 21-22

Kenny Barron Trio
Great Performance Series 
Nov. 11

g
Life Above All
Knickerbocker Film Series
Nov. 7-12

Organ Concert 
feat. Huw Lewis & Linda Strouf
A Music Department Performance
Oct. 25
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http://www.hope.edu/arts/knick/film_series.html
http://www.hope.edu/vri/events/ACVRBC_concerts.html
http://www.hope.edu/vws/
http://www.hope.edu/arts/gps/
http://www.hope.edu/academic/theatre/productions.htm
http://www.hope.edu/academic/dance/news.html
www.hope.edu/arts

