
ALSO INSIDE: Serving Service Kids  •  Institute Helps Teachers  •  Winter Sports Review

April 2007April 2007



News From Hope College2

“Quote, unquote”

Quote, unquote is an electic      
sampling of things said at and 

about Hope College.

When I received my fi rst college grade report, 
just a few short months into my freshman year, I 
was shocked to fi nd that my grade point average 
was far lower than my recent superior high 
school grades.

 I expressed my unhappiness to veteran 
religion professor Dr. Lambert Ponstein.  He 
patiently peered at me over his glasses, a slight 
smile crossing his face.  Without hesitation, he 
responded to my frustrations.  “Please stop by 
my offi ce this afternoon,” he said in his clipped 
Dutch accent.  “I’ll provide you with an answer 
to your slumping grades.”

 “Terrifi c!” I thought, waiting outside 
Dr. Ponstein’s offi ce at the appointed time.  
“Somebody around here is going to discover how 
bright I am.”  Soon I was sitting in his offi ce, 
scanning the titles of the hundreds of books 
impressively lining his walls.  Perhaps one of 
these books contained the magical method he 
would suggest to pump up my disappointing 
grades.  I was eager to fi nd out.

 “Here we go,” Dr. Ponstein said as he opened 
a bottom desk drawer.  I watched, dumbfounded, 
as he stretched across his ancient wooden desk to 
hand me a three-foot length of cord.

 “What’s that?” I fi nally exclaimed, unable to 
hide my incredulity.

 “That’s Ponstein’s Rope,” my host replied.
 “Looks like a piece of binder twine to me,” I 

said.  “This will help improve my grades?”
 “Absolutely!” he assured me.  “I guarantee it.  

When you begin to study each day, tie one end 
of this cord around your ankle, and the other end 
around the leg of your desk.  Don’t untie either 
end until you have completely mastered your 
homework.  Thank you for stopping by.”

 I returned to my dorm room and sat in the 
dark for a few hours, thinking about Ponstein’s 
Rope.

 I never had to tie Ponstein’s Rope to my leg.  
Instead, I taped it to the wall above my desk as 
a reminder.  And as soon as I changed my drive-
by study habits, my grades improved noticeably.  
The many distractions of college life had been 
diverting me from the time and focus necessary 
for successful deep study.

 But Ponstein’s Rope changed more than my 
grades; it changed my life.  Dr. Ponstein’s not-
so-subtle message was that there are exciting, 
unexplored worlds of knowledge available to all 
who are willing to be disciplined in their habits 
of study.  There are many levels of knowledge of 
our Lord’s amazing handiwork, and an unlimited 
variety of relationships and connections to other 
learning to be discovered.  But this happens 
only through hours of concentrated reading, 
discussion, and thought.  How wonderful that 
intellectual curiosity can never be completely 
satisfi ed!

 In the three decades since, I have had the 
same conversation with students of all ages, 
while distributing new pieces of Ponstein’s Rope.  
Dr. Ponstein’s legacy probably has resulted in 
hundreds of energized, accomplished students.  
His simple rope “tool” opened exciting, new 
worlds of study to me, and I am forever grateful.
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NEWS FROM HOPE COLLEGE

Hope faculty make a difference in 
students’ lives in many ways.  The 
following essay by Gary Oster ’78, 
who is associate dean for academics in 
the School of Undergraduate Studies at 
Regent University in Virginia Beach, 
Va., refl ects on the lasting impact of 
study advice offered to him during his 
freshman year by the late Dr. Lambert 
Ponstein ’48.  It is in the book College 

Faith 3: 150 Christian Leaders and 
Educators Share Faith Stories from Their 
Student Days, published recently by Andrews 
University Press.  Dr. Ponstein, who taught at 
Hope from 1949 until retiring in 1977, died on 
Thursday, Oct. 21, 2004, at age 92.

Gary Oster ’78
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Events

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
Spring Semester
April 26, Thursday--Honors 

Convocation, Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel, 7 p.m.

May 4, Friday--Residence halls 
close for those not participating 
in Commencement, 5 p.m.

May 5, Saturday--Alumni Day
May 6, Sunday--Baccalaureate and 

Commencement 
May 6, Sunday--Residence halls close 

for graduating seniors, 7 p.m.

May Term--May 7-June 1
June Term--June 4-29
July Term--July 2-27
Summer Seminars--July 30-Aug. 3

ADMISSIONS
Campus Visits: The Admissions 
Offi ce is open from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. weekdays, and from 9 a.m. 
until noon on Saturdays.  Tours 
and admissions interviews are 
available during the summer 
as well as the school year.  
Appointments are recommended.

Junior Days: Friday, April 13;   
  Friday, April 20
Pre-Professional Day:    
  Wednesday, May 23

For further information about any 
Admissions Offi ce event, please call 
(616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800-
968-7850; check on-line at www.
hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope 
College Admissions Offi ce; 69 E. 
10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI; 
49422-9000.

DANCE
Spring Student Dance Concerts—
Monday-Tuesday, April 16-17
 Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
 Admission is free.

  HOPE SUMMER REPERTORY THEATRE
HSRT is planning an exciting 
range of productions in 
celebration of its 35th season.  For 
more information, please check 
online at www.hope.edu/hsrt in 
the coming weeks and look for 
the details that will be shared in 
our next issue.  But be prepared 
for some exciting changes.  
Shows at the Knickerbocker 
Theatre?  Sure, and you can 
even bring the concessions in 
with you.  We are planning to 
have two of our shows at the 
downtown Knickerbocker, while 
three shows will still go on in the 
DeWitt theatre.  And of course 
the Children’s Performance 
Troupe will return with two great 
productions.  Great theatre, great 
locations and great fun.

SUMMER CAMPS
Throughout the summer. Hope 
will offer more than 30 science 
camps for children as well as 
sports camps in soccer, football, 
boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, 
volleyball and tennis.  For 
complete information, please 
check www.hope.edu/camps, or 
call (616) 395-8103 concerning 
the soccer camps, (616) 395-4965 
concerning the Tennis Academy 
or (616) 395-7690 concerning the 
other sports camps.

THEATRE
Rose and the Rime
 Friday-Saturday, April 20-21, 

and Wednesday-Saturday,   
April 25-28

 A world premiere by guest 
artist Nathan Allen with Hope 
students

 DeWitt Center

Tickets for Hope College Theatre 
productions are $7 for regular adult 
admission and $5 for senior citizens 
and students.  Tickets are available 
at the ticket offi ce in the front lobby 
of the DeVos Fieldhouse, which is 
open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and can be called at (616) 
395-7890.  On theatre performance 
nights the theatre lobby ticket offi ce 
in the DeWitt Center will be open 
shortly before the curtain rises.

MUSIC
Jazz Combos—Monday and 

Tuesday, April 16-17:  Wichers 
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of 
Music, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is 
free.

Jazz Combos/Anchor Band—
Wednesday, April 18:  Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  
Admission is free.

Wind Symphony—Friday, April 
20:  Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 
7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.

Combined Choirs—Tuesday, 
April 24:  Dimnent Memorial 
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission 
is free.

Tulip Time Organ Recitals—
Wednesday-Saturday, May 9-12:  
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 
starting every half hour from 
10 a.m. through the fi nal 
recital concluding at 1:50 p.m.  
Admission is free, although a 
freewill donation is collected.

DE PREE GALLERY
Senior Show—Through Sunday, 
May 6
 Work by graduating Hope art 

students.

The gallery is open Mondays through 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
Please call the gallery at (616) 
395-7500 for more information.  
Admission to the gallery is free.

ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS
Alumni Weekend--Friday-Sunday, 
May 4-6
 Includes reunions for every 

fi fth class, ’42 through ’82.
Alumni Trip—June 3-15
 Featuring southern France and 

Paris.

For more information concerning the 
above events, please call the Offi ce 
of Alumni and Parent Relations at 
(616) 395-7250 or visit the Alumni 
Association Web site at: www.hope.
edu/alumni/.

INSTANT INFORMATION
Updates on events, news and 
athletics at Hope may be obtained 
24 hours a day by calling (616) 
395-7888 or on the web.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

www.hope.edu/alumni
www.hope.edu/admissions
www.hope.edu/camps
www.hope.edu/hsrt
http://www.hope.edu/pr/events.html
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Campus Scene

GRADUATION SPEAKERS:  Baccalaureate and 
Commencement at Hope are scheduled for 
Sunday, May 6.
 Approximately 718 graduating seniors 
will be participating in this year’s graduation 
exercises, the college’s 142nd.
 The Commencement speaker will be Dr. 
Dianne Portfl eet, adjunct associate professor of 

English. The 
Baccalaureate 
sermon will 
be delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Kobia 
of Geneva, 
Switzerland, 
who is general 
secretary of 
the World 
Council 

of Churches.  Dr. Kobia’s son Mutua will be 
among this year’s graduates.
 Commencement will be held at 3 p.m. 
at Holland Municipal Stadium. Baccalaureate 
will be held earlier in the day, at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
 In the event of rain, Commencement 
will be held at the Richard and Helen DeVos 
Fieldhouse. Admission to Baccalaureate, and to 
Commencement if indoors, is by ticket only.
 

AMAZING WOMAN:  Jean Reed Bahle, 
assistant professor of theatre, is one of 35 area 
women featured in the book Amazing Women of 
West Michigan.
 The book has been published by the Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., which describes 
it as “a celebration of women who strive to 
make their community a better place to live.  
From doctors and lawyers to social workers and 
artists, the 35 women featured here are each 
unique in the role they fulfi ll.”
 Professor Bahle, who has taught at Hope 
since 1994, has been involved with the arts in 
West Michigan for 30 years as an actor, director, 
writer and teacher.  The profi le focuses on her 
love for theatre and her passion for sharing it 
with students, noting, “Jean enjoys connecting 
with great people, laughing together, and 
working hard.  She calls it ‘serious fun.’” 

ENGINEERING PROJECTS:  Build a better 
mouse trap, the saying goes, and the world 
will beat a path to your door.  None of the 
engineering majors in the college’s Senior 
Design course took on rodent control, but they 
did address a variety of other needs and wants 
through the inventions they produced this fall.
 The 14 students developed and produced 
working prototypes of creations ranging from 
a trash can that can take itself to the curb, to a 

crutch that’s easy 
on the armpits, to 
a water pumping 
system designed 
to help a village 
in Africa as part of 
a service project 
coordinated by 
the college’s 
chapter of 
Engineers 
Without Borders.
 The 
personalized 
approach 
supports some 

universal goals.  The course, offered for the past 
decade, seeks to help the students learn how to 
carry out an engineering design project from 
start to fi nish, encouraging creativity, problem-
solving and the development of hands-on 
fabrication skills along the way.  

CHEMISTRY FELLOW:  Dr. William F. Polik of 
the chemistry faculty has been elected a Fellow 
of the prestigious American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS).
 AAAS Fellows are elected for having 
made scientifi cally or socially distinguished 
efforts on behalf of the advancement of 
science or its applications.  Dr. Polik was 
chosen for outstanding accomplishments in 
physical chemistry, especially the vibrational 
properties of small molecules; for mentoring of 
undergraduates 
through 
research; and 
for leadership 
in educational 
policy.
 A total 
of 449 AAAS 
members have 
been elected 
Fellows this 
year and were 
honored on 
Saturday, Feb. 
17, during the 
association’s 
annual meeting 
in San Francisco, Calif.  Dr. Polik was one 
of only 60 scientists nationwide honored in 
chemistry.
 The mix of institutions with Fellows 
includes national research laboratories; Ivy 
League schools such as Dartmouth, Harvard, 
Princeton and Yale; and comprehensive 
universities among which are Michigan State 
University and the University of Michigan.  
Only a small percentage of the Fellows are from 
undergraduate colleges like Hope. 

SAC AWARD:  The Social Activities Committee 
(SAC) has again won the “Excellence in 
Programming Award” from the Mid America 
Region of the National Association for Campus 
Activities (NACA).
 A school may receive the honor at most 
every other year, and Hope was also recognized 
in 2004 and 2002.  SAC, which programs social 
activities of an all-campus nature, has also 
received a variety of other awards from NACA 
through the years, including the national 
“Excellence in Programming Award” for 1994 
for colleges and universities with 2,000 to 7,000 
students.
 This year’s award was presented on Friday, 
Nov. 10, during the region’s annual conference 
in Illinois. 

LET’S GO DUTCH:  A new personifi cation of a 
familiar nickname has made its debut.
  “Dutch,” a new mascot 
developed through the efforts of 
the college’s Student Congress, 
premiered during the women’s and 
men’s games home with Kalamazoo 
College on Saturday, Jan. 27.
 Although Hope teams are 
supported enthusiastically not only 
by fans in general but also by a 
large association of orange-shirted 
students known as the “Dew Crew” 
and the college’s cheerleaders, the 
college has lacked a formal mascot 
character.  In the middle 1990s, a pair of 
students in a Hope class had also pursued the 
idea of developing a mascot, but the character 
didn’t materialize.
 In addition to athletic contests, “Dutch” is 
intended to make appearances at major campus 
events such as Dance Marathon, Relay for Life 
and New Student Orientation. 

NEW WTHS HOME:  A student organization 
with a rich, 50-year history has started of a new 
chapter.
 WTHS, the student-run FM radio station 
at Hope, marked the opening of its new studio 
in the college’s Martha Miller Center with a 
dedication ceremony, ribbon cutting and open 
house on Wednesday, Jan. 24.
 WTHS, which began 
in the 1950s as a “carrier 
current” station and 
spent more than 25 years 
on AM, has broadcast at 
89.9 FM since 1985.  The 
station was previously 
located in a studio on the 
main fl oor of the DeWitt 
Center. 

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12948
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12321
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12196
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12070
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12878
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/12990
http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/14146




 He is also approaching the relationship 
between service and learning from a more 
formal academic perspective.  Next month, 
he will lead a new four-week service-learning 
May Term course on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota, one of the sites he visited 
through the spring break program.  The 
students are reading in advance about the 
Oglala Lakota Sioux and life on the reservation, 
and then will participate in a service project on-
site, interact with members of the reservation, 
and process together what they have learned.
 Senior Will Nettleton of Battle Creek, 
Mich., was inspired by such a May Term 
experience, which fostered an interest in public 
health that he intends to pursue following 
graduation with dual majors in biology and 
philosophy.

 Following his freshman year, he 
participated in religion professor Dr. Boyd 
Wilson’s popular course in India.  While there, 
he spent a morning volunteering at Mother 
Teresa’s Home for the Sick and Dying in 
Kolkata.
 That’s all it took.
 “It was only one morning, but it was 
probably one of the most powerful mornings of 
my entire life,” Nettleton said.
 “As an 18-year-old young American, 
having that experience of feeding a dying man, 
surrounded by people who were just as ill, that 
put me on that track,” he said.  “My interest in 
justice and poverty started to come to fruition 
there.”
 As one manifestation of his interest, he 
initiated the college’s chapter of Acting on 
AIDS, which has chapters at Christian colleges 
across the country.
 “This is something that we should be 
caring about,” he said.  “This is something that 
Christ would be caring about.”
 Finding ways to connect the academic 
program with student interest in service is an 
important focus for the CrossRoads Project, 
which was established at Hope in 2003 to 
help students think theologically about career, 
calling and life.
 “We want to send them to places where 
we know they will have good experiences and 
where they can be helpful,” said Dr. David 
Cunningham, who is director of CrossRoads 
and a professor of religion.  “But we also want 
to make sure that they can profi t from the 
experience in terms of vocational discernment.  
We think that, when students get into cultural 
situations to which they’re not accustomed, 
they experience a signifi cant maturing in their 
processes of discernment.”
 Supported through a grant through the Lilly 
Endowment Inc.’s “Program for the Theological 
Exploration of Vocation,” CrossRoads in turn 
assists multiple programs as they develop such 
initiatives.  Among others, CrossRoads has 
worked with Dr. Robin Klay as she has developed 
an internship program in Puerto Escondido, 
Mexico; with Dr. Joel Toppen ’91 in connecting 
students with internships with World Vision in 
South Africa; and with the student Engineers 
Without Borders (EWB) group to assist the 
village of Nkuv in Cameroon.
 The EWB project involves two academic 
departments, engineering and nursing, in 
addressing issues of water purity, ultimately 
to help reduce waterborne disease among the 
villagers.  Since starting its work in 2006, the 
EWB-engineering-nursing team has helped 
build water fi lters and helped the population 
take steps to limit the onset and spread of 
disease.
 Senior Anna Marshall of Levering, Mich., 
a nursing major, went to Cameroon twice, and 

found the experience an important affi rmation.  
“I feel so thankful to have the experiences of 
these two trips as motivators for the future 
decisions I will make concerning vocation and 
calling,” she said.
 CrossRoads, the college’s premedical 
program and Campus Ministries are working 
together to create a new initiative in Uganda 
that will be led this summer by Dr. David 
DeVisser ’64 of Zeeland, Mich., a physician 
who does volunteer work overseas himself, for 
pre-medical students who want to make their 
careers a form of ministry and wish to see what 
form that could take.
 “It is going to be an incredible opportunity 
to learn from the Ugandan people,” said senior 
Michelle Gendron of Camden, Mich., a biology 
major who is signed on for the trip.  “This is 
exactly what I want to do.  My dream is to be 
a physician and serve in an underserved area, 
whether international or national.”
 “That’s just how I see myself practicing as a 
physician,” she said.  “I just feel like it’s a great 
match between something that God’s put in my 
heart and a passion that I’ve had for medicine.”
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 “Our tutors are the reason why we can do 
a one-on-one to this extent,” said Fonda Green, 
CASA’s executive director.  “Our tutors include 
community people, among them retirees and 
even high school students, but a huge number 
of them are Hope students.”
 CASA’s primary focus is on helping the 
children with their homework, but the tutors 
and kids form bonds that both treasure.
 “I love the relationship with Zubaidah,” 
said senior Becki Sexton of Kalamazoo, Mich., 
who is in her seventh semester as a CASA tutor.  
She initially signed on her freshman year to 
fulfi ll a class practicum requirement, but has 
remained ever since on her own.
 Some 500 students are involved in Dance 
Marathon, which is organized by Hope students 
and raises funds for Helen DeVos Children’s 
Hospital of Grand Rapids through the 
Children’s Miracle Network.  Students, some on 
their own and many through involvement in 
other groups like the college’s fraternities and 
sororities, work throughout the school year to 
raise money for the event, which culminates in 
a 24-hour dance in early March.
 This year’s executive director, senior 
Tara VandeStreek of Kalamazoo, Mich., has 
been involved in Dance Marathon since 
her freshman year.  She has appreciated the 
friendships and fun of the event but, especially, 
she has found satisfaction in making a 
difference, as Dance Marathon’s motto notes, 
“For the Kids.”
 “I just love Dance Marathon,” VandeStreek 
said.  “It’s shown me a lot of who I am and 
what I can do, and it challenges me every day.”

 The college’s spring break mission trip 
program is a tradition that goes back decades.  
This year, more than 200 students participated 
in more than 20 trips to urban and rural 
settings in both the U.S. and abroad.
 Planned in cooperation with agencies at 
the sites, the trips range from service-oriented 
work such as building projects to sharing the 
gospel with the area population.

 Relationships with the people served 
are an integral part of the program.  Since 
Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005, for example, 
students and staff have made multiple 
trips—not only during spring break but 
at other times—to work with Little Rock 
Missionary Baptist Church in Gulfport, Miss., 
in distributing supplies, repairing homes and 
participating in ministry.
 Students who have participated in the 
program’s annual Young Life trip to the 
Dominican Republic have even returned later.  
“We’ve had many students end up spending 
summers there and even staying for years after 
graduation,” said Barb Arneson ’80 Osburn, 
director of outreach with Campus Ministries.
 From Osburn’s perspective the work done 
during the trips is only part of the story.
 “What’s especially important is what 
happens in the lives of our students,” she 
said.  “They see people in these different 
kinds of situations, and they see that God uses 
anybody.”
 It’s that lesson that intrigues Dr. 
Hoogerwerf, an associate professor of religion 
who has accompanied students on a variety of 
the trips, both within the U.S. and abroad.
 “All of a sudden their world is made a lot 
bigger than it was, and that’s valuable because 
the world is bigger than our individual worlds,” 
he said.
 His interest in service-learning began with 
helping the trips’ student leaders fi nd ways to 
work with the other participants in processing 
such lessons deliberately.

Volunteer efforts also intersect meaningfully with the academic program.  The college’s chapter of Engineers 
Without Borders is working with the departments of engineering and nursing in addressing issues of health 
and water quality in Nkuv, Cameroon.
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Dance Marathon spans nearly the entire school year and involves hundreds of students in raising funds for 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.  Held this year on March 9-10, the event has raised more than $597,000 
since beginning in 2000. For more images from this year’s Dance Marathon, please visit
www.hope.edu/pr/gallery/

The focus on service begins early.  Through the 
“Time to Serve” program, students newly arrived on 
campus for the school year sign on to participate in 
work projects throughout the Holland community.

”With only a week, there’s 
a limit to how much of an 
impact we can have ...
Although where we can 
make a lasting difference 
is in showing those we’re 
helping that someone 
cares about them.”
   – Barb Osburn
      Campus Ministries

www.hope.edu/pr/gallery
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Social worker helps 
military families cope.

Alumni Profi le

By Heather Vander Plaat 

Challenging a three-year-old to a game of 
Candy Land is all in a day’s work for Doug 

Lehman ’84.
 As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker at 
Fort Carson, a U.S. Army base near Colorado 
Springs, Colo., Lehman helps to equip 
military families, particularly children, with 
tools to cope with having a loved one off 
at war. About 15,000 active-duty soldiers 
and their family members, including 12,500 
children, call Fort Carson home. At any one 
time, more than one-third of the kids have 
parents deployed to war zones in places such 
as Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 “Army kids are resilient,” Lehman said. 
“They can get used to a parent being deployed 
and they can learn coping skills, but they’re 
not going to avoid being affected by what’s 
going on.”
 Lehman sees children and their parents 
every day in his offi ce at Evans Army 
Community Hospital, where he has worked 
as both a civilian and contract employee for 
fi ve years. His shelves are stacked with books, 
games, toys, and crayons – things he uses 
to encourage kids to talk about how it feels 
to miss their parents and what they’re most 
worried about. He’s counseled kids who’ve 
exhibited all kinds of responses to a parent’s 
deployment – from behavioral problems at 
school, to social withdrawal, to feelings of 
abandonment. 
 “The biggest issue for kids is safety,” 
Lehman said. “I repeatedly hear kids tell me 
that they don’t believe their parents are safe 
and that they know their mom or dad will 
die. Often those fears play out at school and 
sometimes the teachers don’t understand. 
When they get in trouble at school, the 
parents start to blame themselves.”

 Lehman spends a lot of time sitting on 
his offi ce fl oor, at eye level with the kids that 
come to see him. As he plays a game of Candy 
Land with them or watches as they draw a 
picture of their family, he’ll ask what they 
enjoy doing with their mom or dad and what 
they miss most. Some kids would rather not 
talk, so he’ll guide them to a “feeling faces” 

poster on his wall and ask them to point to a 
face that looks like how they’re feeling that 
day. With diagnostic tools like these, he’s able 
to pinpoint anxieties and fi nd ways to address 
them. 
 Lehman has found that he’s had to 
become savvier therapeutically in the 
last couple of years, as many children 
are experiencing a second or even third 
deployment of a parent.
 “There are people working on research 
into this, but there’s not a lot out there as far 
as how redeployments are affecting these kids, 
short-term and long-term,” he said.
 Nonetheless, he and other professionals 
at Fort Carson have created an array of 
programs to benefi t families on the base. 
In an effort to better communicate the 
existence of these programs, Lehman 
oversaw the development of the Family 
Intervention Team in 2004, combining 
multiple agencies to form a team that serves 
as a one-stop resource to direct families to 
the appropriate programs for their needs. 
Parents who need a break can bring their 
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kids to Caring Saturdays, where free childcare 
is offered. At Operation Story Time, departing 
soldiers have a chance to record a CD of 
themselves reading bedtime stories so that 
their children can hear their voices while 
they’re gone. There are also peer-to-peer 
groups in which children and teens can share 
their experiences with people their own age. 
Similar groups are in place for spouses of 
deployed soldiers.
 Lehman’s work with the military children 
and families at Fort Carson has not gone 
unnoticed. Last year, the National Association 
of Social Workers, Colorado Chapter, 
presented him with the Trailblazer award for 
his innovative, groundbreaking work. 
 “He’s probably at the forefront of social 
work practice regarding the impact of war and 
deployment on families and children,” said 
Dr. James Piers ‘69, professor of sociology and 
social work and director of the social work 
program at Hope. “I appreciate his skillful 
and innovative use of social work theory and 
practice methods in this new situation and 
that the results seem so promising.”

 Several years ago, Lehman spoke in one 
of Dr. Piers’s classes at Hope, and the Hope 
professor recalled Lehman’s passion for his 
work. 
 “He’s sold on the fact that social work 
practice can bring change,” Dr. Piers said.
 Lehman came to Hope in 1980 with an 
idea that a career in social work was the right 
path to take. Psychology was his favorite class 
in high school, and he’d grown up in a family 
that valued the social work fi eld. His father 
was an ordained minister with a doctorate 
in family and marriage therapy, and he 
worked for Young Life, a non-denominational 
Christian youth ministry. When Lehman was 
16, his family moved from West Michigan to 
Australia where his father established a new 
branch of the organization.
 Two years later, Lehman decided to return 
to the United States to attend Hope, earning 
degrees in psychology and business. One of his 
most meaningful experiences came at the end 
of his junior year, when he took a May Term 
“Helping Relationships” course – a rigorous 
off-campus summer seminar that taught 
counseling therapy and techniques.
 “My years at Hope not only gave me 
an academic knowledge base, but also the 
character confi dence to participate in the work 
world,” he said. “At a liberal arts school, you’re 
not too narrowly focused academically and in 

your personal life, and I think that contributed 
to my readiness in moving on to the next 
phase in life.”
 In the years since, Lehman has held a 
variety of social work jobs and served on the 
boards of numerous organizations, including 
the Colorado Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers. In 1993, he 
received his Master of Social Work degree 
from the University of Denver. In addition 
to his licensure as a social worker, he is also a 
Licensed Clinical Drug and Alcohol Counselor. 
Currently, he is teaching a master’s level 
course for nearby Newman University and 
writing a chapter for a military psychiatry 
textbook slated for publication this summer.
 Lehman’s enthusiasm for his work with 
children is obvious. Even he admits that he’s 
“just a kid at heart” who loves hunkering 
down on his offi ce fl oor to play a game of 
Chutes and Ladders.
 “I have a great job,” he said. “I just have 
fun everyday. I get to practice prevention and 
intervention with kids and their families, and I 
feel good about that.”

 (Editor’s Note:  Doug will talk about his work 
during a Hope regional event scheduled for Friday, 
April 20, at the U.S. Air Force Academy.  
Please visit the Alumni Offi ce online at or call 
(616) 395-7250 to learn more.)

“Army kids are 
resilient… but 
they’re not going 
to avoid being 
affected by what’s 
going on.”
        – Doug Lehman ’84

  AKidatHeart
  AKidatHeart

Doug Lehman ’84 enrolled at Hope in 1980 planning on a social work career. His innovative work with 
children and families at Evans Army Community Hospital in Colorado has won signifi cant professional 
recognition. 

As a “kid at heart,” social worker Doug Lehman ’84 enjoys working with children.  His fun approach 
to counseling aids a serious purpose:  helping the children of Army personnel cope with their parents’ 
deployment. (Photos by Joel Sundquist)

www.hope.edu/alumni
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O  nce his professional journey led him to 

Hope, Dr. James Heisler knew he’d found 

a home.

 “The people here were genuine.  I liked 

the Christian orientation of the college.  It just 

seemed like it would be the right place to be,” 

he said.

 When he joined the faculty in 1981, he 

brought with him a commitment to the liberal 

arts that began with his own undergraduate 

days at Drew University and was reinforced 

during the 14 years he had already spent 

teaching at other institutions in Nebraska, 

Pennsylvania and Ohio.  Based on those 

experiences he also appreciated high-quality 

teaching and the difference that a faculty 

member can make in a student’s life.

 He has made teaching a priority in a variety 

of ways.  For 19 years he has served on and 

chaired the college’s Teaching Enhancement 

Workshop held for new faculty members.  

 “That’s been such a rewarding experience 

for me,” he said.  “Because, number one, I’ve 

learned so much from my colleagues.”

 “It has enabled me to join with other 

people to talk about something that’s been 

very important in my life and to impart the 

place that teaching has at Hope College, and 

the importance of teaching and the importance 

of discourse about teaching as a professional 

activity, as a professional obligation,” he said.

 Dr. Heisler has also received acclaim for 

his own teaching.  In 1985, the graduating 

class elected him the recipient of the Hope 

Outstanding Professor Educator (H.O.P.E.) 

Award.  In 1996, he received the inaugural 

“Provost’s Award for Excellence in Teaching.”

 Even while specializing in his discipline of 

microeconomics, and serving as department 

chair for 17 years, Dr. Heisler has encouraged 

students to think broadly outside of his 

chosen fi eld.  He has long been committed to 

international education, leading or co-leading 

the college’s London May Term for 26 years, 

teaching in the Vienna Summer School, and 

also spending a sabbatical at Cambridge 

University in England and a semester in 

Japan as the college’s Meiji Gakuin Exchange 

Professor.  In the fall of 1996 he even served as 

acting director of international education. 

“You can’t really know your own society, 

your own culture, your own environment, until 

you see it through the eyes of the people of 

another country,” he said.  Refl ecting on the 

London program in particular, he noted, “Over 

the years, most of the students that have been 

on our program have never been abroad. They 

come back with a perspective that they didn’t 

have before.”

Although he remains as engaged as ever 

by his Hope experience, Dr. Heisler notes that 

he is ready to move on to the next stage in his 

life.  Wife Jacqueline retired last year after more 

than two decades as director of the college’s 

Academic Support Center, and with more free 

time he and she will be able to spend time 

traveling, both abroad and—importantly—to 

visit frequently their children, daughter Julie 

’94 and her husband and daughter (Jim and 

Jackie’s fi rst grandchild, Eden) in San Diego, 

Calif., and son Daniel ’98 in Portland, Ore.

 Typically, even while he considers his own 

plans he also thinks of the college’s future.

 “I leave with nothing but positive feelings 

about teaching, the college, my students and my 

colleagues,” he said.  “I can’t imagine my life not 

having had this as a major, major component.”

 “But it’s also exciting to think about the 

person that will come in to fi ll this slot,” he 

said.  “They will bring in the latest training and 

fresh, young perspectives, and the department 

will be benefi ted by having a bright, new, 

effective person come in and move our students 

to higher levels of understanding.”
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Teaching focus 
leads abroad.

Faculty Profi le

“I leave with nothing but 

positive feelings about 

teaching, the college, my 

students and my colleagues.”

                   – Dr. James Heisler

Even while specializing in his own fi eld of microeconomics, Dr. James Heisler has encouraged students to 
think broadly outside of his chosen fi eld, with particular emphasis on international education.
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While it is not unusual for church             
connections to bring people to Hope, in 

Dr. James Zoetewey’s case it happened with a 
couple of extra steps.
 Growing up in Colorado Dr. Zoetewey 
attended Denver Christian School, an institution 
with strong West Michigan connections.
 “I think almost every teacher I had was 
a Calvin graduate,” he said.  “Many of my 
classmates went to Calvin.”
 And so it was natural for him to head to 
Grand Rapids for his undergraduate education 
as well.
 He enjoyed his college experience and, 
signifi cantly, he also appreciated what he 
learned about other schools in the region.  As 
a result, when he had completed his doctoral 
coursework back west at the University 
of Colorado in 1966, he welcomed the 
opportunity to join the political science faculty 
at Hope. 

In the 41 years since, he has taught 
nearly every course his department has had 
to offer, several within his fi eld of American 
government but also including international 
relations, comparative government focusing 
on Europe, and religion and politics, among 
others.  He was department chair for 17 
years, beginning in 1971 when he assumed 
the mantle from Hope teaching legend and 
department founder Al Vanderbush ’29.
 Dr. Zoetewey led the college’s spring 

Washington Honors Semester six times, and 
also led eight of the department’s Washington 
May Terms.
 He describes the Washington semester 
as “an extraordinary program,” noting that 
students have typically found their time in the 
city—including internships with offi ces and 
organizations ranging from human-service 
agencies to Congress and the White House—
transforming.  As a scholar, the program has 
provided an important opportunity for him as 
well.
 “In a sense that’s my lab,” he said.  
“Together we have the opportunity to meet 
with the decision-makers on the cutting edge 
of the issues facing our country.  That was very 
valuable—wonderful for the classroom and 
valuable for the thinking processes.”
 Dr. Zoetewey also expanded his knowledge 
of his discipline through National Endowment 
for the Humanities and Project ’87 summer 
study awards.  His own scholarly work has 
included the instructor’s manual for the 
textbook American Government: Essentials and 
Perspectives, and co-authoring the book’s third 
edition with colleagues Dr. Robert E. Elder Jr., 
Dr. Jack E. Holmes and Dr. David K. Ryden as 
well as Dr. Michael J. Engelhardt ’79.
 Since Professor Vanderbush retired in 
1972, Dr. Zoetewey has also been the college’s 
coordinating pre-law advisor, guiding 
hundreds of Hope students in their quest 
to gain admittance to law school.  He has 
correspondingly been active in pre-law advising 
professional associations, his service including 
a year as president of the Midwest Association 
of Pre-law Advisors and a year on the Pre-law 
Advisors’ National Committee.
 Dr. Zoetewey’s wife Karen is also retiring this 
year, after spending her career teaching in the 
Zeeland Christian Schools.  Together the couple 
plans to spend time with family (children James 
’91, Lisa ’94 and Derek ’98 are all nearby, as, 
therefore, are their two grandchildren), travel 
and also pursue volunteer work.
 Although as an undergraduate he cheered 
on the Knights, since coming to Hope, Dr. 
Zoetewey noted, he has been a strong fan of 
Hope athletic teams (although he does root for 
his alma mater if it makes the playoffs and Hope 
hasn’t).  In the same way, he ends his teaching 
career an enduring fan of Hope in general.
 “I for one am very happy that Hope is a 
Christian institution and strives to keep itself 
a Christian liberal arts college,” he said. “I’ve 
liked the people, I’ve liked the students, I’ve 
liked my colleagues—all very good people to 
work with.”
 “These have been good years,” he said. “I 
don’t regret for a moment that I’ve worked here 
for 41 years.”

 “I for one am very happy 

that Hope is a Christian 

institution and strives to 

keep itself a Christian 

liberal arts college.”

        – Dr. James Zoetewey

In his 41 years at Hope, Dr. James Zoetewey of the political science faculty has taught nearly every course 
his department has to offer in addition to leading off-campus programs in Washington and advising pre-law 
students.

Contributions span 
entire program.

     Retiring
            in   2007
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These past two years it was pretty easy to 
guess the location of Barry Werkman’s 

offi ce at Hope—his name is on the building.
 In May 2005, the Board of Trustees voted 
to name the college’s building at 100 E. Eighth 
St. the “Anderson-Werkman Financial Center” 
in honor of Bill Anderson and Werkman, 
vice presidents in fi nance who had both been 
at Hope since the 1960s, celebrating their 
signifi cant service in fostering Hope’s fi nancial 
stability and strength.
 Anderson retired in June of that year.  
Werkman retired at the end of this March, 
capping a career at Hope that began in 1967.
 So, how is it, spending your time in 
a building adorned with huge gold letters 
spelling your moniker?  Day-to-day, it’s pretty 
much like working any place else.
 That doesn’t mean, though, that the 
recognition doesn’t mean a lot.

 “It obviously is a distinct honor to have 
your name placed on a building,” Werkman 
said. “It’s something that Bill and I will never 
forget.”
 Werkman fi rst experienced Hope as a 
student, connected to the college through 
Reformed Church ties, and graduated in 
the Class of ’64.  He returned in 1967 as an 
instructor in the department of economics 
and business administration, after completing 
a Master of Science in Business degree at the 
University of Wyoming and teaching at Ferris 
State University.

 “To have the opportunity to go back to 
my alma mater, a place I had grown to love, 
was certainly important to me,” he said.

 Werkman moved to the administration 
in 1969 as assistant business manager.  He 
became business manager in 1971, business 
manager and controller in 1985, and vice 
president for fi nance in 2001.  Some of his 
varied responsibilities have included directing 
fi nancial aid for a summer, campus planning 
during a period that included construction of 

the Dow Center, and the college’s community 
fund-raising campaign for a while; and even 
helping manage the recovery after Hope’s 
administration building, Van Raalte Hall, 
burned in April 1980.
 “I’ve had a variety of experiences, which 
is why I went into the administration in the 
fi rst place because every day was different,” 
Werkman said.  “It made the job interesting 
and exciting.”
 In the end, though, he is most pleased to 
have been a part of the team that has helped 
the college stay in the black for more than four 
decades running—not a distinction that every 
college or university shares.
 “The proudest accomplishment that 
I have in 40 years is that in that period of 
time the college has never operated with an 
operating loss.  We live within our means and 
are good stewards of the resources that are 
entrusted to us,” he said.
 “And that’s not just an accomplishment 
attributed to me,” he said.  “I attribute it to 
the cooperation of all areas of the college and 
to the staff that I’ve been fortunate to work 
with.”
 In retirement, Werkman is looking forward 
to traveling with wife Judy (Dirkse ’65).  An 
avid motorcyclist, he is also anticipating having 
more time to tour with a group of friends, 
also retired, who share his interest.  And, 
importantly, sharing more time with son Tom 
’92 and daughter Michelle Werkman ’96 Gerig 
and their families, a contingent that includes 
Barry’s and Judy’s fi ve grandchildren.

“We live within our means 

and are good stewards 

of the resources that are 

entrusted to us.”

                  – Barry Werkman  

When the college’s administration building, Van Raalte Hall, burned in 1980, Barry Werkman (pictured at 
the right with longtime colleague Bill Anderson) helped manage the recovery progress.

Stewardship has been a key word for Barry Werkman 
’64, who is proud to have been part of the team that 
has helped keep the college in the black.  He retired 
at the end of March after 40 years at the college, 
most in the business services offi ce.

   A
commitment
      to
 stewardship

   A
commitment
      to
 stewardship
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The Hope College Alumni Association will 
present two Distinguished Alumni Awards 

during Alumni Day on Saturday, May 5.
 Being honored this year are Dr. Larry 
Siedentop ’57 of Oxford, England, and Carl 
Ver Beek ’59 of Grand Rapids, Mich.
 The annual Distinguished Alumni Awards 
are presented by the Alumni Association Board 
of Directors in recognition of the awardees’ 
contributions to society and service to Hope.  
The award, presented during the college’s 
Alumni Banquet, is the highest honor that 
alumni can receive from the college’s Alumni 
Association.

 Dr. Larry Siedentop ’57 is retired 
after three decades as an Offi cial Fellow 
of Keble College and The Faculty Lecturer 
in Political Thought at the University of 
Oxford in England.  He is author of the book 
Democracy in Europe, which has earned acclaim 
internationally for its role in informing 
discussion of the unifi cation of Europe.
 He graduated from Hope with a history 
major in 1957 and went on to complete 
a master’s at Harvard, where he won the 
Bowdoin Prize.  He subsequently received 
a Marshall Scholarship, through which he 
pursued his D.Phil. at Oxford.

 His publications include the books The 
Nature of Political Theory (with David Miller, 
Oxford University Press); Tocqueville (Oxford 
University Press); Guizot’s History of Civilization 
in Europe (Penguin Classics); and Democracy 
in Europe (Allan Lane-Penguin).  Democracy in 
Europe has been translated into more than a 
dozen languages, and has been credited with 
infl uencing the convening of the European 
Constitutional Convention.
 After retirement, he was invited to be 
the Visiting Fellow (the Rector’s Guest) at the 
Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study 
in Wassenaar; while there in the autumn of 
2003 he was invited by the Dutch Foreign 
Ministry to take part in discussions about 
Turkish membership in the European Union.  
He was subsequently elected as The Queen 
Victoria Eugenia Professor at the Complutense 
University of Madrid, Spain, for the fi rst six 
months of 2004, and spent the autumn of 
2004 as a Visiting Fellow in the Philosophy 
and Public Affairs program at the University of 
St. Andrews in Scotland.
 In November 2004, he was invested with 
a CBE (Commander of the British Empire) 
by Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace 
for services to political thought and higher 
education.  He has delivered invited lectures 
around the world, including at Princeton, 
Columbia and the University of Texas at 
Austin in the U.S.; the prestigious Bilderburg 
Meeting; and during the German Reunifi cation 
Day ceremonies in Berlin.  On April 13 of this 
year he is being featured as an invited guest 
of honor at The Hague during a symposium 
on the European citizen, hosted by the 
Amsterdam Royal Palace Foundation, whose 
participants will include Queen Beatrix.

 Carl Ver Beek ’59 is semi-retired after a 
40-year career in law with Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Howlett LLP, where he continues to 
serve Of Counsel.
 He graduated from Hope with a history 
major, and completed his juris doctorate at 
Indiana University School of Law.  He has 
spent his career with Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Howlett, his practice focused on 
labor and employment relations.
 Ver Beek has been active in professional 
service at the state and national level.  He was 
a member and chair of the state’s Attorney 
Grievance Commission, appointed by the 
Michigan State Supreme Court.  He has also 

served both the State Bar of Michigan and the 
American Bar Association (ABA) in a variety 
of ways, including as an Employer Member of 
the ABA’s Council of Labor and Employment 
Section and as a member of the Labor and 
Employment Section of the ABA’s Committee on 
Alternate Dispute Resolution.
 In 2004, he received the State Bar of 
Michigan Labor and Employment Law 
Section’s Distinguished Service Award 
for exemplifying outstanding service and 
professionalism in the practice of labor and 
employment law.  He is also a Fellow in the 
College of Labor and Employment Lawyers, 
and listed in Best Lawyers in America and Who’s 
Who in American Law.
 Ver Beek served on the college’s Board of 
Trustees from 1957 to 1991.  He has played 
a leadership role in numerous community 
organizations, including Bethany Christian 
Services, the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Grand Rapids Rotary, Holland 
Home and Jellema House, and currently 
serves on the Board of the Michigan Chamber 
of Commerce.  His service to the Reformed 
Church in America has included chairing 
the General Program Council, serving on the 
General Synod Executive Committee, and 
chairing the Committee on Structure and 
Funding, in addition to more than 30 years on 
consistory at Hope Reformed Church.
 He and his wife, Sandra Dressel ’59 Ver 
Beek, have three children, all of whom attended 
Hope:  Stephanie Ver Beek ’84 Vaas, Todd Ver 
Beek ’87 and Kathryn Ver Beek ’89 Groendyk. 
They also have three grandchildren.

Carl Ver Beek ’59

Dr. Larry Siedentop ’57

        Associationto  Honor 
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               Alumni
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Alumni News

When you think of your years at Hope, 
what comes to mind?  Do you picture 

the faces of your friends?  Do you remember a 
favorite faculty member or the smell of chalk in 
the classroom?  Maybe you recall the triumph 
of winning an athletic event or the music and 
worship in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.

When you think of Hope in the future, what 
comes to mind?  Do you see the faces of young 
people gathering for intellectual, spiritual and 
social enrichment?  Do you see the evolution of 
campus to include new and expanded facilities 
for learning?  Can you picture the international 
connections through the classroom, 
institutional partnerships, and missions that 
bring Hope into the global community?  Do you 

anticipate the time-honored traditions that still unite students and 
alumni of all ages?  The future of the college is full of potential and 
we enthusiastically look forward to it.

We’re looking forward to having you be a part of that future.     
We hope you will enjoy the newly redesigned News from Hope College 
as one way of staying informed about the life of the college and 
your Hope friends—and to share news about yourself.  We have 
also launched myHope, the online community for Hope alumni, to 
help you connect and network.  Thousands of alumni have gone 
there to share pictures and news of their lives, update their contact 
information, fi nd friends and career contacts, and learn about other 
alumni.  Go to http://myhope.hope.edu to get connected.

We also have great events ahead, such as Alumni Weekend, May 
4-6, where we celebrate nine class reunions, honor the Distinguished 
Alumni Award recipients, and welcome the Class of 1957 into the 
Fifty-Year Circle.  We gather in cities around the country and around 
the world to enjoy, learn and share good times with Hope friends.

One of the real joys of working at Hope is the chance I have to 
hear from and meet members of the Hope family.  Please keep in 
touch and stay involved.  I look forward to seeing you soon!

Throughout his long career of public service, former President Gerald R. Ford stayed 
committed to West Michigan, which he represented in Congress from 1949 through 
1973.  He frequently hosted Hope students and faculty at his offi ce in Washington, 
D.C., and he is here pictured (fourth from left in the front row) in 1956 with the 
college’s International Relations Club.  Faculty member Dr. Paul Fried ’46 is at the 
far right in the front row (the students include Dr. Larry Siedentop ’57, who will be 
receiving a Distinguished Alumni Award from the college in May).  Congressman 
Ford delivered the keynote address and cut the ribbon celebrating the opening of the 
DeWitt Student and Cultural Center in 1971.  When he received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws from the college in April 1987 he called it the most meaningful degree 
he had ever received. President Ford died on Tuesday, Dec. 26, at age 93. (Photo 
courtesy of the Hope College Collection of the Joint Archives of Holland)
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 News and information for class 
notes, marriages, advanced degrees 
and deaths are compiled for News from 
Hope College by Kathy Miller.
 News should be mailed to:  
Alumni News; Hope College Public 
Relations; 141 E. 12th St.; PO Box 
9000; Holland, MI  49422-9000.  
Internet users may send to:  alumni@
hope.edu
 All submissions received by the 
Public Relations Offi ce by Tuesday, Feb. 
27, have been included in this issue.  
Because of the lead time required by 
this publication’s production schedule, 
submissions received after that date 
(with the exception of obituary 
notices) have been held for the 
next issue, the deadline for which is 
Tuesday, May 8.

  1920s
Alice Mae Brower ’23 Hoffs turned 
105 on Sunday, Feb. 25. She resides 
at Friendship Village in Kalamazoo, 
Mich. She was a charter member of 
the Sibylline Society. She still plays the 
piano and organ and loves to read.

  1950s
Donald E. Lee ’50 of Aquebogue, 
N.Y., is retired from banking.  He and 
his wife have one adult daughter.
Isaac C. Rottenberg ’53 of Denver, 
Colo., will appear for an author’s 
luncheon and book signing at 
Gosselink’s Christian Bookstore in 
Pella, Iowa, on Saturday, June 11.  

The event, which is sponsored by the 
Hebraic Heritage Press, will feature 
Isaac’s two latest books, which have 
received high acclaim from Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish scholars.  (More 
information is available on his Web 
site.)  The session will start at noon and 
refreshments will be served.  General 
Synod delegates are cordially invited to 
attend.

  1960s
Francis T. Smith III ’60 of North 
Fort Myers, Fla., is volunteer editor 
of “Stephen News,” a newsletter for 
Stephen Ministers at Grace United 
Methodist Church in Cape Coral, Fla.  
Francis was commissioned a Stephen 
Minister in 2004.  The outreach 
program equips lay persons to provide 
distinctively Christian one-on-one 
care to people experiencing crises 
within both the congregation and the 
community.
Carl Vermeulen ’61 of Williamsburg, 
Va., reports that he has come out 
of retirement to teach introductory 
chemistry laboratories as well as 
biochemistry with a laboratory as 
an adjunct professor at Chowan 
University in Murfreesboro, N.C.  He 
is also involved with his Web site, 
where he and his e-students of all 
ages from around the world have 
presented many of their collaborative 
fi ndings at international meetings.  He 
and his students have also developed 
paints and plastics that provide self-
sterilizing surfaces, used in public areas 
such as schools, hospitals and buses 
to minimize the spread of common 
respiratory diseases.

Joanne Ten Haken ’62 Hoffman of 
Flemington, N.J., reports that she has 
retired.
Donald J. Rynbrandt ’62 of Solon, 
Ohio, retired from the Cleveland (Ohio) 
VA Medical Center in October 2005.
Jack Siebers ’63 of Holland, Mich., 
was recently elected managing partner 
of Siebers Mohney PLC.
Diane LaBoueff ’64 Murray of 
Grand Haven, Mich., was re-appointed 
to the Loutit District Library (Grand 
Haven) board by Robinson Township 
for a three-year term and was elected 
vice president by the board.
Norma Rens ’67 Greenfi eld of 
Redlands, Calif., has retired after 13 
years as her church’s secretary and 20 
years of teaching.  She taught science 
and mathematics at four Christian 
schools in the Redlands area from 1967 
to 1971 and from 1989 to 2006.
Frances Webinga ’68 Wiebenga of 
Wahiawa, Hawaii, is senior pastor of 
Wahiawa United Methodist Church on 
the island of Oahu.
Dennis L. Bobeldyk ’69 of Zeeland, 
Mich., is retired from Haworth Inc.  He 
and his wife have two adult children.
Dale D. Matthews ’69 of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., was featured in the “My 
Faith” article of the Fort Wayne Sentinel 
on Wednesday, Jan. 17.  The article 
summarized his faith journey and 
career, from early childhood to hearing 
God’s call at the age of 12 through his 
current position as senior pastor of 
Christ’s Community Church.
Peter C. Walther ’69 of Oriskany, 
N.Y., is slated for inclusion in the 2008 
edition of Who’s Who in America.  He 
reports that last May he reconnected 
with classmate Kipp C. VanAken ’69 of 
Middleburgh, N.Y., whom he had not 
seen for 37 years.

  1970s
Wendell Wierenga ’70 of Rancho 
Santa Fe, Calif., has been appointed 
executive vice president of research 
and development at Ambit Biosciences.  
He previously held that position at 
Neurocrine Biosciences.
Bradley Green ’71 of Washington, 
D.C., began working on the U.S. 
Department of Justice Web site team 
last May.
Carolyn De Leeuw ’72 Essenburgh 
of Holland, Mich., is a substitute 
teacher for the Hamilton (Mich.) Public 
Schools.
Chris Hahn ’72 of Merced, Calif., is 
writing a book for Sage Publications 
on qualitative research methods, and 
also working as a mediator and an 
independent researcher.
Jane Decker ’72 Page of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is living in Hungary this 
year while her husband teaches there.  
They have two children, Camilla (age 
18) and Chloe (age 16), and spend 
summers in Peterborough, N.H.

Margaret Rose ’72 Salisbury 
of Fairbanks, Alaska, completed a 
Master of Science degree in secondary 
education at Dowling College in 1999 
and moved to Alaska, where she taught 
two years in Allakaket and two years in 
Grayling.  She is now in her fourth year 
at North Pole High School, where she 
teaches American literature, Advanced 
Placement language and composition, 
and drama.  She has also directed 
students in their fall and spring 
productions for the past three years.  In 
November she appeared as the Mother 
Abbess in The Sound of Music with the 
Fairbanks Light Opera Theatre.
Cathy Schaub ’73 Leestma and 
David Leestma ’73 are the new 
owners/publishers of The Mountain 
Breeze newspaper in Lake Lure, N.C.  
David is also minister of music at 
Fairfi eld Mountains Chapel, serving the 
Rumbling Bald Resort community in 
Lake Lure.
Carolyn A. Borgert ’74 of Villa Hills, 
Ky., was awarded the Governor’s Cup 
at the recent annual convention of 
the United States Eventing Association 
in St. Louis, Mo.  She was honored 
for 28 years of dedication to the 
equestrian sport, her years of volunteer 
coordination, and her work as a 
technical delegate.  She reports that she 
is the only person in the country to 
coordinate volunteers for seven horse 
trials, including the international Rolex 
Lexington Three-Day Event CCI.
Pamela A. HetJonk ’74 McMillan 
and her family have moved from 
the Seattle, Wash., area to Virginia 
Beach, Va., where she is the executive 
assistant to the president of Dayspring 

Class Notes  

The February issue of News 
from Hope College was a 
class notes “extra” available 
exclusively online.  The 
three-page mini-issue is in the 
archive of past editions on the 
publication’s Web site, and 
features class updates from 
1947 through 2006 that do 
not appear in this issue.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

Neil K. Clark ’75 of 
Marietta, Ga., was named 
“2007 Counselor of the Year” 
by the College Board Southern 
Regional Offi ce and honored 
at the recognition luncheon 
during the annual Southern 
Regional Forum in February.  
Neil is dean of college 
counseling and guidance at 
The Walker School and has 
31 years of experience in the 
fi eld of college admissions 
and college counseling at the 
secondary school level.

John Spaulding ’56 of 
Jefferson, La., in retirement has 
been ministering to Carolyn 
Park Presbyterian Church in 
St. Bernard Parish.  When 
Katrina hit in August 2005, 
the 30-foot wave that rolled 
over the parish left only a 
handful of houses livable and 
fi lled the church with 12 feet 
of salty water and left it an 
empty shell.  Ten weeks later, 
Rita hit and fi lled the church 
back up to 10 feet.  John notes 
that the church, which had 
been failing before the storms, 
has been continuing in their 
wake.  They held their fi rst 
worship service since Katrina 
on Pentecost Sunday in June; 
some drive a great distance and 
others travel from their FEMA 
trailers to participate.  With 
the devastation so widespread, 
however, he notes that the 
entire region remains very 
much in crisis, particularly the 
poor, and recovery for the area 
will take years.

http://www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc/archive/2007.htm


International.  The organization’s 
mission is to be an enabling servant to 
the national church through culturally 
relevant multi-media tools and 
humanitarian programs to assist in 
evangelizing and discipling unreached 
and under-reached groups, primarily 
in India.
Robert Wolff ’74 of Columbia, 
S.C., had his book Jump Start Your 
Brain:  Improve IQ, Memory, Focus 
& Concentration published by 
PermaCharts in late 2006.
Jon J. Post ’77 and his wife and three 
children are in their fi fth year church-
planting in Kyrgyzstan with Greater 
Grace World Outreach.  Jon reports 
that they hope to get back to the East 
Coast in June for a month and that 
they would love to hear from Hope 
alumni.
Michael M. Potter ’77 of Colorado 

Springs, Colo., is general manager, 
direct sales, for West Marine of 
Watsonville, Calif.
James E. Vander Laan ’77 of Linden, 
Mich., is senior account manager for 
ATIGROUP of Flushing, Mich.
Sharon Adcock ’78 of Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., participated in a small, 
impromptu Greece/Turkey Hope 
alumni tour get-together in Holland, 
Mich., in November.  She was also 
quoted in the Tuesday, Nov. 14, 
edition of USA Today regarding foreign 
airline lounges and her experience at 
the Lufthansa fi rst-class lounge upon 
her return from the Vienna Summer 
School 50th Anniversary reunion trip 
last June.
Sharon L. Carnahan ’79 of Winter 
Park, Fla., is a professor and chair of 
the psychology department at Rollins 
College.  She is also director of the 
college’s Child Development Center.
RaeAnn Syswerda ’79 of Yardley, 
Pa., recently changed her last name to 
Banker, her mother’s maiden name, 
which she has used professionally 
since 1987.  She is an adjunct in 
the theatre department at Rider 
University, where she will direct The 
Heidi Chronicles this spring.  She also 
manages a yoga studio in New Hope, 
Pa., where she teaches Iyengar, vinyasa 
and therapeutic yoga.

  1980s
D. Patrick O’Sullivan ’80 of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., is in his third 

year as vice president, marketing and 
new ventures, for Amarr Corporation, 
the third-largest residential garage 
door manufacturer in the U.S.  He 
has also been elected to the board of 
directors of the Homeschool Buyer’s 
Co-op, a California-based non-profi t 
organization.
Michael A. Van Lente ’80 of 
Shorewood, Wis., passed the bar exam 
and is a patent attorney at Reinhart 
Boerner Van Deuren S.C.
Matthew Soeter ’81 of Norco, 
Calif., serves as English pastor at First 
Evangelical Church of Diamond Bar, 
Calif., to plant an English-language 
congregation with the Chinese 
congregation.
Kathleen Scaglione ’82 Davis of 
Monument, Colo., and her husband 
have three children:  Jacob Michael 
(age seven) and twins, Morgan 
Danielle and Madison Marie (age fi ve).  
Kathleen works with BooksAlive!
Todd R. Geerlings ’82 of 
Norton Shores, Mich., is assistant 
superintendent of schools for Mona 
Shores Public Schools.  He was the 
head referee at the Cotton Bowl in 
Dallas, Texas, on Monday, Jan. 1.
Dean Q. Restivo ’82 of Leesburg, 
Va., is a regional product manager 
for M.L. Campbell Wood Finishing 
Systems, where he was recently chosen 
as a national sales trainer and received 
manager of the year award.  He reports 
that he and his wife have enjoyed 
more than 21 years of married life.  
They live in the mountains of Virginia 
in a log home, and their son, Anthony, 
is a college sophomore.
David J. Kempker ’83 of Elmhurst, 
Ill., is senior solutions consultant for 
Oracle Corporation.
Ann Robbins ’83 Papais of Sterling 
Heights, Mich., is a project leader for 
DaimlerChrysler.  She and her husband 
have been married for nine years.
Mark Nagelvoort ’84 of High Point, 
N.C., has been promoted to practice 
director for the North Carolina offi ces 
of Ajilon Finance Solutions, managing 
the Raleigh, Greensboro and Charlotte 
practices for the company.  Ajilon is 
the fi nance/accounting/IT recruiting 
and consulting division of the Adecco 
Group Holdings, which is the largest 
staffi ng fi rm in the world.
Abby Madison ’86 Reeg of Spring 
Lake, Mich., is the new community 
relations director for Hospice of 
Holland, leading fund development 
and marketing efforts for the 
organization.
Robin Johnson ’86 of Fishers, Ind., 
is a medical social worker in two 
dialysis clinics north of Indianapolis.  
She recently earned a master’s degree 
(please see “Advanced Degrees”) and 
received her Indiana social work 
license shortly afterward.  Prior to 
returning to graduate school, she 
received the “Academic Excellence 
Honored Educator Award” from 
Lawrence Central High School for 
counseling high-risk students.  She 
reports that she enjoys counseling 
renal patients but hopes to return to 
the education fi eld in the future.

Gwen K. Miller ’86 of Marysville, 
Wash., is a bank teller with Frontier 
Bank in Arlington, Wash.
John Dice ’87 of Allendale, Mich., 
has joined Macatawa Bank as vice 
president.  He works at the bank’s 
corporate center in Holland, Mich., 
where he is responsible for managing 
delivery of personal trust and 
retirement plan services along the 
lakeshore.
John R. Gardner ’87 of Gloucester, 
Mass., resigned from Sun Microsystems 
after six years in order to work full-
time for a year as an EMT in and 
around Boston.  He was recently 
hired as a principal consultant 
in information architecture as a 
taxonomy/metadata specialist at 
Keane.
Jill Evers-Bowers ’88 of Kent City, 
Mich., was chosen the Michigan 
Track & Field Coach of the Year by 
the Michigan High School Coaches 
Association last fall.  Her Kent City 
High School team won the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association 
(MHSAA) state championship last 
June.
David A. Conley ’89 of Norton 
Shores, Mich., the Edward Jones 
investment representative in Muskegon, 
Mich., has accepted an invitation to 
increase his current limited partnership 
holdings.  He joined the company 
in 1989 and has served investors in 
Muskegon for the past 17 years.
Kathleen McGookey ’89 of 
Wayland, Mich., read from her poetry 
at The Box Factory for the Arts in St. 
Joseph, Mich., on Sunday, Feb. 18.
Ronda Oosterhoff ’89 of Oak 
Ridge, N.J., teaches public relations 
at Montclair State University.  She 
and her husband of fi ve years have 
three children, Corinne (age four), 
Everett (age three) and Reuben (age 
15 months).  She earned an M.A. in 
communications at Wheaton Graduate 
School in 1994 and recently earned a 
Ph.D. (please see “Advanced Degrees”).

  1990s
Joel Anderle ’90 of Peabody, Mass., 
was elected to serve a fi rst term as vice 
president of the Massachusetts Council 
of Churches during the annual 
meeting held on Saturday, Jan. 20.  
Joel is the senior pastor of Community 
Covenant Church.
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Jim Robertson ’69 of Long 
Beach, Wash., has been elected 
president of the Association of 
Washington Public Hospital 
Districts.  He also serves on 
the board of the Washington 
State Hospital Association 
and, as of Sunday, Jan. 1, 
he had advanced to Fellow 
of the American College of 
Healthcare Executives.  He is 
chief executive offi cer of Ocean 
Beach Hospital in Ilwaco, 
Wash.

N. Craig Boss ’83 joined 
Lakeshore Sleep Medicine 
PLLC and the medical staff 
of South Haven (Mich.) 
Community Hospital in 
February.  He is certifi ed by 
the American Board of Family 
Medicine, is a diplomate of the 
American Academy of Sleep 
Medicine, and was recently 
appointed an adjunct clinical 
instructor in the Department 
of Sleep Medicine at the 
University of Michigan.

Perry Paganelli ’80 was part 
of the offi ciating team during 
Super Bowl XLI on Sunday, Feb. 
4.  His brother Carl was also one 
of the game’s seven offi cials, 
making it the fi rst time ever 
that brothers offi ciated a Super 
Bowl together.  Their brother 
Dino became an NFL offi cial 
this year as well, and it’s the fi rst 
time that three brothers have all 
offi ciated in the league.
 “Our family’s very thankful 
for the opportunities that have 
come our way, and we’re very 
lucky,” Perry said.  “I don’t 
know how this year could 
ever have been better.”  Super 
Bowl offi cials are selected for 
being the highest-rated in their 
position—back judge in Perry’s 
case.  They also must have at 
least fi ve years of experience 
with the NFL.
 Perry majored in history and 
physical education at Hope, 
where he also played baseball 
and football.  After graduating 
he went into teaching and 
administration and coached 
high school basketball, and 
became an offi cial as another 

way to be involved in sport.  
Through the years he climbed 
through different levels, from 
area high school games to the 
MIAA and Big Ten, joining the 
120-member NFL crew nine 
years ago.  He is now retired 
from teaching and school 
administration, working with 
the NFL full-time.
 “I never thought it would 
take me this far,” he said.  “It’s 
very humbling.”
 (Photo courtesy of Perry 
Paganelli ’80)
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Kirsten Allen ’90 Bartels and her 
husband and children are living in 
Aberystwyth, Wales, while she earns 
her Ph.D. in English literature.
David M. Byrne ’90 of Fremont, 
Mich., has received a Probate and 
Estate Planning Program Certifi cate 
of Completion from the Institute of 
Continuing Legal Education and the 
Probate and Estate Planning Section of 
the State Bar of Michigan.
Steven Ullenius ’90 and his family 
have lived in Peoria, Ill., since 1992, 
when he was in medical school.  He 
completed his residency in radiology 
at the University of Illinois College of 
Medicine at Peoria in 2001 and is now 
associate director for the residency 
program.  He reports that he enjoys 
his work and that he and his wife and 
daughters, Lily (age eight) and Emma 
(age fi ve), recently welcomed Allison 
(Ally) Grace to their family.
Nancy Boland ’91 Kilcullen of 
Bartlett, Ill., and her family have 
changed their last name from 
Anderson to Kilcullen in honor of her 
husband’s maternal grandmother.
Jonathan Liepe ’91 of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., began as staffi ng 
manager with Memorial Hospital 
in Colorado Springs in March.  The 
hospital is a city-owned health care 
organization with more than 4,000 
employees.
Steve Pierce ’91 of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
moved his fi nancial advisory practice, 
Pierce Financial, across town last fall 
and marked his 12th year as a fi nancial 
advisor.  He also recently rebuilt his 
Web site and welcomed his fourth 
child (please see “New Arrivals”).
Heather Backer ’91 Toppen of 
Grand Haven, Mich., has joined 

izzydesign as production manager 
at the company’s offi ce furniture 
manufacturing site in Spring Lake, Mich.  
She had been working with izzydesign’s 
parent company, JSJ Corporation, since 
1997, most recently as team manager.
Jim Zoetewey ’91 and Kristen 
Koole ’92 Zoetewey of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., have two children:  a 
preschooler and a kindergartner.  Jim 
is a computer consultant specializing 
in Web page design and programming 
for several businesses and non-profi t 
agencies.  Kristen is a case manager/
therapist in the adult unit at Forest 
View Hospital, a psychiatric hospital 
in Grand Rapids.  She completed the 
Grand Rapids Half-Marathon last fall.
Heather Lange ’92 DeJoy of 
Pittsford, N.Y., and her husband have 
two children:  Caroline (age fi ve) and 
Emma (age three).  Heather is a stay-at-
home mom.
Hilary Downs ’92 is associate 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church 
(USA) of Salida, Colo.  In addition to 
leading the church’s teen ministry, she 
preaches, leads worship, and provides 
counseling and pastoral care.
Jamie Fischer ’92 Hildebrand of 
Kentwood, Mich., began teaching at 
Alger Middle School for the Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) Public Schools last fall.  
She teaches seventh- and eighth-grade 
special education math, language arts 
and study skills, and she co-teaches 
seventh-grade social studies and 
science.  She and her husband (please 
see “Marriages”) bought a house last 
summer.
Karen Bentz ’92 Howatt of Dexter, 
Mich., is RN PACU at the University 
of Michigan Hospital and a nursing 
instructor at Eastern Michigan 
University.
Jennifer McGlynn ’92 was featured 
in a Sunday, Feb. 25, article in the 
Holland Sentinel about her life as Sister 
Philip John with the Dominican Sisters 
of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist 
convent in Ann Arbor, Mich.  She is a 
sixth-grade teacher at Spiritus Sanctus 
Academy.
Eric Post ’92 of New Albany, Ind., 
and his wife have two children:  Aidan 
(age fi ve) and Avery (age two).  He is 
A/R systems implementation analyst 

for Res-Care Inc. of Louisville, Ky.
Cathy Davidson ’92 Thomas of 
Newport News, Va., has been teaching 
elementary physical education in the 
Newport News Public Schools for two 
years and reports that she loves it.  She 
and her husband, Steve Thomas 
’92, have two sons, ages seven and 
11, and she has coached soccer for 
both of them for the past fi ve years.  
Steve joined the U.S. Army in March 
2004 and went to basic training as an 
enlisted soldier.  By June 2005 he went 
to Army Chaplaincy School and then 
served as a chaplain in Kuwait from 
February 2006 to February 2007.
Bob Young ’92 of Brookfi eld, Wis., 
was recently promoted to partner/
shareholder at Hyde & Lichter Inc., a 
business psychology consulting fi rm 
in Milwaukee, Wis.  The company 
provides leadership assessment and 
development services to various sizes 
of businesses, from surrounding 
Fortune 100 companies to small 
family-owned ones headquartered in 
the Midwest.  He joined the fi rm in 
1999, following his doctoral internship 
in psychology and subsequent four-
year tour of duty with the U.S. Air 
Force.
Steven P. Andresen ’93 of 
Statesville, N.C., has been named 
vice president of worldwide sales 
at ClearOne Communications Inc., 
reporting directly to the president and 
chief executive offi cer.
Nancy Bisher ’93 Krohn of Bad 
Axe, Mich., practices obstetrics and 
gynecology at Lake Huron OB/GYN 
PLLC.  She was featured in a Thursday, 
Jan. 19, article in the Huron Daily 
Tribune, which noted that she has 
delivered about 500 babies since she 
completed her residency in 2002.  She 
and her husband have three children, 
Shelby (age 10), Ethan (age seven) and 
Katey (age three).
Gregory S. Pratt ’93 of Lawton, 
Mich., is band director for Eau Claire 
(Mich.) Public Schools.  He and his 
wife have two daughters, Madison and 
Emma.
Allison Craig ’93 Solis of Holland, 
Mich., continues as human resources 
manager for Hydro Automotive 
Structures in Holland.  She reports that 
she enjoys spending time with her son, 
Luke (age nine).
Bob Toth ’93 of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
is returning to school to become a 
physician assistant beginning in May 
at the University of Utah.
Edward Cole ’94 of Hudsonville, 
Mich., is a manager for Archstone 
Consulting.
Anissa Mihalik ’94 Huffman of 
Fremont, Neb., reports that as a benefi t 
of her husband’s job, they live on the 
property of Calvin Crest Camp and 
Conference Center, where they love to 
hike down to the Platte River and are 
able to watch deer cross through their 
backyard.  Anissa is enjoying being a 
stay-at-home mom (please see “New 
Arrivals”).
Darin Corcoran ’95 of South Elgin, 
Ill., is vice president of sales for the Davis 
Company, a furniture manufacturer 

located in High Point, N.C.
Lori Marcussen ’95 Staggs of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., is a career 
services coordinator at Davenport 
University’s Lettinga campus in Grand 
Rapids.  After being a stay-at-home 
mom for the last four years, she 
reports that she and her husband are 
switching roles so he can fi nish a Ph.D.  
They have two daughters, Emma (age 
four) and Kate (age 22 months).
Mark Westerbeke ’95 of Holland, 
Mich., is a realtor with Five Star Real 
Estate in Zeeland, Mich.
Robert G. Wiesenthal ’95 of 
Wheaton, Ill., reports that he enjoyed 
attending his 10-year class reunion 
in 2005.  He has volunteered for 
candidates with the Democratic Party 
in primaries and general elections, 
including Dennis Kucinich, Christine 
Cegelis, Lindy Scott, Tom Grimston 
and Alexi Giannoulias.  He has also 
worked and volunteered on behalf 
of animal rights, environmentalism, 
liberalism, equal rights, civil rights, 
pacifi sm, disabled rights, and liberal 
Christian causes.
Duane Bosma ’96 of Holland, Mich., 
has returned to play center for the 
Holland (Mich.) Blast basketball team.  
The 21-game season runs through 
Saturday, June 23, with home games 
played at the Holland Civic Center.
Rob Miller ’96 was installed as 
pastor of First Reformed Church in 
Walden, N.Y., on Sunday, Sept. 24.  He 
previously served at Community of Joy 
in Traverse City, Mich.
Brad Sadler ’96 of Baltimore, 
Md., will complete his residency in 

Two alumni have been 
promoted in the business 
services offi ce at Hope.  Doug 
VanDyken ’87 has been 
promoted to director of fi nance 
and business services, and 
Jacqueline Van Heest ’85 
Kacmar has been promoted 
to accounting manager.  A 20-
year employee of the college, 
VanDyken succeeds Barry 
Werkman ’64, who retired at 
the end of March after having 
been at the college since 1967.  
Kacmar has assumed many of 
the responsibilities previously 
held by VanDyken, and has 
become a full-time employee 
after working in the offi ce part-
time as an accountant since 
2000.  
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Rachel Rienstra ’91 of 
Los Angeles, Calif., is host of 
the television program Ms. 
Adventure on Animal Planet, 
which premiered on Friday, 
Jan. 19, with new episodes 
running weekly.  Covering 
themes like “Parenting,” 
“Cliques” and “Courtship,” 
the series seeks to provide 
insights into human 
relationships by examining 
behavior in the animal world.  
The series has taken her across 
the U.S. and abroad, to locales 
ranging from Minnesota and 
Texas to Australia.
(Photo by George Fetting/Getty, 
courtesy of Animal Planet and 
Discovery Networks U.S.)

Darrin Duistermars ’90 of 
Holland, Mich., was honored 
with a leadership award by the 
Michigan Recreation and Parks 
Association on Thursday, Feb. 
8, at the Amway Grand Plaza 
Hotel in Grand Rapids, Mich.  
He is the Holland Township 
recreation director, as well 
as public address announcer 
for Hope’s men’s basketball 
games and radio announcer 
for Holland Christian High 
School boys’ basketball games.  
Glenn Van Wieren ’64 was 
among those Darrin thanked 
when he accepted the award, 
recognizing him for the impact 
of a speech that he gave when 
Darrin was in high school.

http://www.hope.edu/pr/pressreleases/content/view/full/13788


psychiatry at The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in June.  He has accepted a 
position at Sheppard Pratt Hospital.
Heidi Van Wieren ’96 of New York 
City had a show of her art at Margaret 
Thatcher Projects in New York City 
from Thursday, Jan. 11, through 
Saturday, Feb. 10.
Jonathan Fly ’97 is a third-year law 
student at the Pepperdine University 
School of Law in Malibu, Calif.  He 
reports that he has been a frequent 
visitor to Pepperdine’s London campus 
and is taking a break from classes this 
semester to work in the international 
commerical arbitration department 
of an American law fi rm based in 
London.  He and his wife are living in 
a small fl at on Abbey Road.
Jason Henderson ’97 of Akron, 
Ohio, is the senior pastor of Market 
Street Fellowship.  He and his wife 
have four children.
Betsey Van Faasen ’97 Rubel 
and Jason Rubel ’97 live in 
Huntington, Woods, Mich.  Betsey 
practices law part-time from home, 
focusing on estate planning.  Jason 
is the International Baccalaureate 
coordinator at Bloomfi eld Hills (Mich.) 
Andover High School.
Shawn Walbecq ’97 reports that he 
is traveling the world, teaching and 
making friends as he goes.
James Becher ’98 of Walker, Mich., 
is principal consultant for NuSoft 
Solutions of Grand Rapids, Mich.
Anthony Bull ’98 of Vienna, Austria, 
had his poster accepted for the IA 
(Information Architecture) Summit 
in Las Vegas, Nev., held Thursday-
Monday, March 22-26.  The poster is 
a case study on the re-engineering of 
information processes at his former 
employer, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency.  It highlights lessons 
learned while helping to create a 
repository for the world’s scientifi c and 
technical nuclear information.  The 
poster’s abstract can be found online at 
the IA Summit Web site.
Shannon Werner ’98 
Kirshenbaum announces her union 
with Laura Kirshenbaum on Oct. 16, 
2005, in Assonet, Mass.  They enjoy 
living in Worcester, Mass., where 
Shannon is the coordinator of judicial 
affairs at Worcester State College.
Natalie Williamson ’98 Patterson 
and her husband have been married for 
four years and live in Wyoming, Mich.  
She is an analyst at Spectrum Health.
Laura McCraine ’98 Sadler of 
Baltimore, Md., is teaching fi fth- and 

sixth-grade language arts at Hampstead 
Hill Academy, a Baltimore City Public 
Charter School.  She is also training 
for the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer 
in Washington, D.C., to be held on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 5 and 6.  
This will be her third year to walk.
Darren Tigelaar ’98 of Hudsonville, 
Mich., was ordained by the South 
Grand Rapids Classis of the Reformed 
Church in America on Sunday, Nov. 
19, at Hudsonville (Mich.) Reformed 
Church.  He began serving in October 
as director of high school ministries at 
Third Reformed Church in Kalamazoo, 
Mich.
Alisyn P. Vander Wal ’98 is a 
traveling RN, currently working in the 
emergency department at The Villages 
Regional Hospital in Lady Lake, 
Fla.  She notes that her contracts are 
typically 13 weeks long and she is not 
yet sure where she will go next at the 
end of this month.
Aaron Vande Wege ’98 of Rockford, 
Mich., has completed his second 
children’s music CD “Bicycles, 
Monkeys, and an Occasional Cat,” 
and Renee Meyer ’00 Vande Wege 
of Rockford, Mich., is once again 
teaching fi rst-grade music at Cedar 
Trails Elementary School in Cedar 
Springs, Mich.  Their daughter (please 
see “New Arrivals”) was recently born 

at home.
Michael van Opstall ’98 of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, has been ordained a 
priest of the Russian Orthodox Church 
and appointed to serve at St. George 
Russian Orthodox Church in Salt 
Lake City.  He continues his work as a 
professor of mathematics education at 
the University of Utah.
Glynnon Williams ’98 of Chicago, 
Ill., reports that he traveled to England 
with his girlfriend in the fall of 2006.
Bethany Rathbun ’99 Bruns of 
Farmington Hills, Mich., is a part-time 
children’s librarian at a small public 
library in Harper Woods, Mich.  She 
previously worked for Accenture.
Matthew E. Simons ’99 of 
Greensboro, N.C., participated in a 
yearlong voluntary certifi cation process 
established by the National Board 
for Professional Teaching Standards 
(NBPTS).  Certifi cation, the highest 
credential in the teaching profession, 
is achieved through a rigorous, 
performance-based assessment that 
measures what accomplished teachers 
should know and be able to do.  He 
earned certifi cation as a National Board 
Certifi ed teacher on Wednesday, Dec. 13.
Aaron Smith ’99 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., has joined the McShane & 
Bowie law fi rm as an associate in the 
real estate group.  He counsels clients 
in a variety of real estate, land use and 
construction matters.
Dara Spearman-Wardlow ’99 of 
Superior Township, Mich., is a resident 
physician in dermatology at the 
University of Michigan.
Aaron W. Todd ’99 of San Antonio, 
Texas, is an attorney with the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security.
Jeff Trytko ’99 of Wyoming, Mich., 
is a clinical research associate at 
Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., where he coordinates pediatric 
emergency department research 
studies.  He is also a featured artist at 
Human Touch Galleries in Manitou 
Springs, Colo.  He and his wife have 
been married for almost fi ve years.

  00s
Becca Potts ’00 Bruggers and 
Seth Bruggers ’00 have moved 
to St. Louis, Mo., where Becca is a 
physician assistant with Mid County 
Orthopaedics and Seth is a resident 
physician in otolaryngology at St. 
Louis University Hospital.
Chris Frentz ’00 of South Bend, Ind., 
works for Memorial Hospital.
Katie Horsman ’00 of Richmond, Va., 
is a research scientist with the Virginia 
Department of Forensic Science.
Peter N. Kellepourey ’00 of 
Philadelphia, Pa., is a site acquisition 
specialist for Network Building & 
Consulting of Linthicum Heights, Md.
Benjamin Lane ’00 of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has earned a J.D. degree 
(please see “Advanced Degrees”) and 
successfully completed the Michigan 
Bar Examination.  He was recently 
admitted to the State Bar of Michigan.
Jason Main ’00 of Cadillac, Mich., 

is a sixth-grade teacher and football 
coach, and also the Young Life area 
director.
David Phelps ’00 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is the director of development 
at Compass Film Academy.
Amy Champaigne ’00 Spalding of 
Holt, Mich., is an outpatient substance 
abuse counselor/supervisor of master-
level interns with the National Council 
on Alcoholism.  She and her husband 
have a son, Keiren, in kindergarten 
and a daughter, Hailey (age 16 
months), and are settling into their 
new home.

John Tyrrell ’00 and his wife 
live in Farmington Hills, Mich.  He 
is an industrial designer for FAAC 
Incorporated in Ann Arbor, Mich.
David Boerema ’01 of Bourbonnais, 
Ill., is a senior scientist in bioanalytical 
chemistry at CSL Behring.
Emily VerBeek ’01 Kehrwecker 
of Holland, Mich., joined the staff of 
South Washington Family Medicine 
in September.  She is a family nurse 
practicioner.
Jodi M. Kurtze ’01 of Chicago, Ill., is 
special gifts manager for the American 
Diabetes Association.
Erica Torgerson ’01 Main of Cadillac, 
Mich., is a high school English teacher.
John R. McDonald ’01 of 
Milwaukee, Wis., has joined the 
corporate practice group of Godfrey 
& Kahn S.C., a Milwaukee law fi rm.  
He formerly worked as a legislative 
assistant for Pete Hoekstra ’75.
Laura Merte ’01 of Savannah, Ga., is 
studying interactive design and game 
development at Savannah College of 
Art & Design.
Jaime Passchier ’01 of Avon, 
Colo., is a third-grade teacher and 
mentor teacher at Meadow Mountain 
Elementary School in Eagle Vail, 
Colo.  She has also earned a spot on 
the women’s U.S. rafting team and 
will compete in the World Rafting 
Championship in Korea this summer.
Andrew Ratke ’01 of Kapolei, 
Hawaii, reports that after teaching four 
and one-half years, he was recently 
accepted at the City and County 
Firefi ghter Academy of Honolulu.
Megan Burkart ’02 of Chicago, Ill., 
is pursuing a graduate degree in child 
development at the Erikson Institute.  
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Kari Vandrese ’98 Zamora 
of Allen, Texas, recently 
received the 2007 Texas 
American String Teacher’s 
Association “Marjorie Keller 
Young Music Educator Award.”  
She has received consistent 
superior ratings at contests 
and festivals with her school 
orchestras during the past 
fi ve years.  Last year she left 
the 200-student program she 
started in Lewisville, Texas, to 
teach middle school orchestra 
in the McKinney ISD, where 
the string program is in its 
second year of existence.

Sufjan Stevens ’98 of New 
York City had “Songs for 
Christmas” released by Rough 
Trade Records in December.  
The fi ve-CD set of traditional 
and original material, recorded 
between 2001 and 2006, 
contains many “extras,” 
including a Christmas essay by 
acclaimed American novelist 
Ricky Moody, a short story by 
Sufjan, chord charts, lyrics, 
photos, and an animated video.  
Sufjan performed on television 
for the fi rst time on Saturday, 
Nov. 4, in a PBS-recorded 
broadcast of Austin City 
Limits.  On Saturday, Jan. 27, 
he performed in Washington, 
D.C., at the Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts on 
the occasion of the 10th 
anniversary celebration 
of the Millennium Stage, 
a presentation of free 
performances offered 365 days 
a year at the center.

Keith C. Schuring ’91, 
a major in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, was wounded in 
Ramadi, Iraq, while training 
soldiers in the Iraqi Army.  
He is getting rehabilitation 
through Beaumont Hospital 
near his home in Farmington 
Hills, Mich.  According to 
a Sunday, Feb. 18, article 
in the Detroit Free Press, his 
doctors expect him to make a 
complete recovery.
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After graduating in 2008, she would 
like to work as a child life specialist in 
the Chicago area.
Meredith E. Care ’02 of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is a full-time graduate 
student at Grand Valley State 
University, pursuing a master’s degree 
in education with emphasis on college 
student affairs leadership.
Matthew D. Cook ’02 of Newton 
Upper Falls, Mass., is editor of the 
Norwood Bulletin, a weekly newspaper 
in the Boston suburbs.
Amy Quillo ’02 Dewey of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., reports that she was 
married on Saturday, April 8, 2006, in 
Cadillac, Mich.
Peter Hunsberger ’02 of 
Washington, D.C., is a fi nancial 
associate with The National Academy 
of Science.
Paul Jackson ’02 of Rockledge, Fla., 
teaches percussion and orchestra at 
Madison Middle School and orchestra 
at Astronaut High School, both in 
Titusville, Fla.
Lana Krolikowski ’02 of Ann Arbor, 
Mich., recently became a usability 
specialist at Ford Motor Company in 
Dearborn, Mich.
Alison Molter ’02 of Wyoming, 
Mich., has been working as a registered 
nurse in the surgical I.C.U. at Spectrum 
Health in Grand Rapids, Mich., for 
two years.  She graduated from Grand 
Valley State University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree in 2004.
Matt Parker ’02 celebrated the one-
year anniversary of the completion of 
his solo ride across the United States 
from California to the Atlantic Ocean 
at Cape Henlopen, Del., on Friday, 
Nov. 3.  He is the fi rst horseback rider 
to complete the American Discovery 
Trail of more than 4,000 miles.  He 
is currently completing his master’s 
degree in archaeology at the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland.

Matthew Teusink ’02 was inducted 
into Alpha Omega Alpha, the national 
medical honor society, at an initiation 
ceremony on Thursday, Oct. 19, in 
Iowa City.  He is a student at the 
University of Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. 
Carver College of Medicine.
Anna King ’02 Vest of Chicago, 
Ill., is a registered nurse in the burn 
intensive care unit of the University of 
Chicago Hospital.
Becky Wiechman ’02 of Ypsilanti, 
Mich., began working on an MBA 
at the University of Michigan Ross 
School of Business in January, while 
continuing as a marketing systems 
specialist for Borders Group Inc.
Brenna Bosma-Krass ’03 of Darien, 
Ill., was recently hired by the New 
World Repertory Theatre in Downers 
Grove, Ill., as a full-time acting 
company member.  She is performing 

as Pantalone in Androcles and the Lion 
through April 21.
Adrienne Farrell ’03 of Chicago, 
Ill., is a special education teacher in 
Wilmette School District 39.  She also 
works as a personal trainer at Crunch 
Fitness in downtown Chicago.
Brian M. Hanning ’03 began 
training with the U.S. Department of 
State, Bureau of Diplomatic Security, 
as a special agent on Monday, March 5.
Justin Janik ’03 of Middletown, 
Pa., is a special agent with the U.S. 
Department of Justice.
Bradley Johnson ’03 of Charlotte, 
N.C., is working on a Ph.D. in alpine 
glaciation at the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte.

Nathan Klay ’03 of Holland, Mich. 
reports that he has remained a non-
traditional student at Hope although 
illness prevents him from actively 
seeking graduation.  He continues 
to do some work in photography 
and occasionally draws and paints, 
but most of his current work is in 
theology.  The entire text of Nathan’s 
update, including his offer to be of 
assistance to the Hope family, may 
be seen on myHope.  He notes that he 
is committed to devoting himself as 
much as possible to educating people 
(fellow Christians in particular) about 
the nature of mental illness.
Rachel H. Powers ’03 of Chicago, 
Ill., is a functional family therapist 
with the DuPage County Juvenile 
Probation Department.
Vince Scheffl er ’03 of Plano, 
Texas, was recently recognized as 
an outstanding student leader in 
his graduate program (please see 
“Advanced Degrees”) and was presented 
with the student leadership award 
based on faculty recommendations.
Jessica Sievert ’03 of Parker, Colo., 
is sales coordinator for The Curtis in 
Denver, Colo.
Sara Steele ’03 of Washington, 
D.C., is communications director for 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.
Mike VanHekken ’03 of Holland, 
Mich., recently began to play for the 
Holland (Mich.) Blast basketball team.  
The season runs through Saturday, 
June 23, with home games played at 
the Holland Civic Center.
Anna Benson ’04 of Tacoma, Wash., 
is a foster care case manager with 
Youth for Christ.
Amy Bogatto ’04 of Bolingbrook, 
Ill., is a senior income development 
representative for the American 

Cancer Society.
Maxine Gray ’04 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is special events coordinator 
for the West Michigan Chapter 
of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation.
Katie Hall ’04 of Holland, Mich., is 
the new varsity volleyball coach for 
West Ottawa High School, her alma 
mater.  Last year she was the junior 
varsity coach.
Scott Jeschke ’04 of Three Rivers, 
Mich., was inducted into the Gobels 
(Mich.) Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Friday, Feb. 23.  While earning seven 
varsity letters at Gobles High School 
and three letters in football at Hope, 
he was recognized with several honors 
and awards.
Sara Tatge ’04 McCarty of Mesa, 
Ariz., is a human resources assistant for 
ARISE, Inc.
Andrew Volk ’04 of Jerome, Mich., 
holds a Web development position at 
Tri-State University in Angola, Ind.  He 
plans to obtain a marketing degree 
while working for the university.
Chrystial Agre ’05 of Erlanger, Ky., 
is a substitute teacher in northern 
Kentucky area school districts.
Amy Lubbers ’05 DePotty of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is a support coordinator 
at Thresholds.
Bryan DePotty ’05 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is employed by Zondervan 
Publishing Company and John Knox 
Presbyterian Church.
Jill Adamski ’05 Farrar of Hilton 
Head Island, S.C., is director of youth 
and family ministries at Providence 
Church.
Betsy Ash ’05 Finn of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., earned the Certifi ed 
Professional Photographer designation 
from the Professional Photographic 
Certifi cation Commission after 
meeting rigorous requirements 
measuring her artistic and technical 
competence.  Her business, Betsy’s 
Photography, has a Web site.
Jacob Kain ’05 of Philadelphia, Pa., 
has been promoted to supervisor in 
the Community Services Program for 
Persons with Physical Disabilities at 
Liberty Resources in Philadelphia.
Morgan Machledt ’05 of 
Washington, D.C., is a resident 
assistant/advocate at Joseph’s House, 
an AIDS hospice for the homeless.
Carrie A. Reif ’05 of Ithaca, N.Y., is a 
human resources assistant at Emerson 
Power Transmission.
Michael Tacchella ’05 of Jenison, 
Mich., joined New York Life/NYLIFE 
Securities after graduation.  Now 
a member of the Million Dollar 
Roundtable (MDRT) and the executive 
council, he specializes in retirement 
and insurance planning.
Stephanie Buck ’05 Thomas of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., is an elementary 
teacher with the Southwest Allen 
County Schools.
Matthew VanderWende ’05 of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., is an associate 
product manager at Stryker.
Amy Wing ’05 of Seattle, Wash., 
became the reward and recognition 
coordinator at Children’s Hospital & 

Regional Medical Center in October.
Cole Barnett ’06 of Grandville, Mich., 
is a commercial lines account executive 
with HUB International - Insurance 
Services.  He works in Holland, Mich., 
and is responsible for commerical 
property and casualty sales througout 
the greater Grand Rapids, Mich., region.
Kyle Kleersnyder ’06 of Alto, Mich., 
recently began to play for the Holland 
(Mich.) Blast basketball team.  The 
season runs through Saturday, June 
23, with home games played at the 
Holland Civic Center.
Heather Lam ’06 of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., is a registered nurse at Spectrum 
Health in neonatal intensive care.
Krista Rottschafer ’06 of 
Kentwood, Mich., works in inside sales 
and design at Standard Kitchens.
Amy Schuster ’06 is a fi nancial 
services representative at the West 
Michigan Community Bank in 
Holland, Mich.

  Marriages
We welcome your news.  In fact, 
we like printing it, so please keep 
it coming.  Please note, though, 
that we don’t publish engagement 
announcements—that’s what this 
“marriages” section is for!  Please write 
us after your wedding takes place.

 Robin Webb ’83 and Sue Blaine 
’85, July 23, 2005, Saugatuck, Mich.
 Linda Paul ’85 and Daryl 
Amorozowicz, Sept. 16, 2006, 
Dearborn, Mich.
 Brenda Boss ’87 and Christopher 
Jones, Sept. 23, 2006, Charlevoix, 
Mich.
 Brenda K. Hutson ’90 and Jack 
Popek, May 20, 2006.
 Patricia Nelson ’90 and Ole 
Groenborg, July 29, 2006, Scotia, N.Y.
 Michael J. Ray ’90 and Samantha 
J. Nelson, Nov. 15, 2006, Poipu Beach, 
Kauai, Hawaii.
 Jamie Fischer ’92 and Matthew 
Hildebrand, Sept. 9, 2006, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.
 Amy Brodhagen ’93 and Richard 
Fernie, June 3, 2006, San Diego, Calif.
 Mark Westerbeke ’95 and Tonya 
Worthington, Sept. 2, 2006, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.
 Mary Lucas ’98 and Joe Aardema 
’00, Aug. 18, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Jessica Mixer ’98 and Scott 
Armock, Feb. 2, 2007, Puerto 
Aventuras, Mexico.
 Jill Beck ’99 and Jace Kohlmeier, 
Aug. 26, 2006, Chicago, Ill.

Joshua Brugger ’00 of 
Grand Haven, Mich., is the 
director of Tri-Cities Habitat 
for Humanity, covering 
the areas of Grand Haven, 
Ferrysburg and Spring Lake.

Palesa Mazamisa ’01 had 
an essay, “Beautiful Laughter,” 
featured in the November 
2006 issue of O, The Oprah 
Magazine South African 
edition.  She refl ected on how 
the way a group of children 
at an impoverished school 
could fi nd beauty in their 
lives represented the ability of 
South Africans to fi nd beauty 
even in diffi cult times.

Quincy Marr ’03 of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., performed his 
cabaret show “Quincy Marr:  
Down With Love!” on three 
evenings, Thursday, Feb. 15, 
through Saturday, Feb. 17, at 
the Park Theatre in Holland, 
Mich.  The show featured a 
range of music, including 
country, pop, jazz and 
Broadway showstoppers.



 

Amy “Liz” Huxley ’99 and Mark 
Ferguson, Aug. 5, 2006, Mount Crested 
Butte, Colo.
 Erin Kurek ’99 and Jorden Blucher, 
Oct. 7, 2006, St. Joseph, Mich.
 Christopher VanHuis ’99 and Becky 
Sue Ypema, Sept. 9, 2006, Hamilton, 
Mich.
 Elizabeth Anderson ’00 and James 
Adducci, Nov. 11, 2005, Turtle Beach, 
Barbados.
 Chris Frentz ’00 and Natalie 
VanDeventer, Sept. 16, 2006, Petoskey, 
Mich.
 Carrie Harlow ’00 and Bradley M. 
Sharlow, Sept. 2, 2006.
 Kerri Lynn Haveman ’00 and 
Thomas A. Weldon, Dec. 29, 2006, 
Wynantskill, N.Y.
 Peter N. Kellepourey ’00 and 
Alice C. Orthlieb, May 20, 2006, 
Philadelphia, Pa.
 Brad Chassee ’01 and April Horne, 
Oct. 14, 2006, Valparaiso, Ind.
 Jeffrey L. DeWitt ’01 and Tracie 
A. Renes, Oct. 20, 2006, Spring Lake, 
Mich.
 Joel Koedyker ’01 and Mary 
Koedyker, Aug. 6, 2005, Golden, Colo.
 Jason Meerman ’01 and Stephanie 
Pena, June 10, 2006, Muskegon, Mich.
 Hilary Peterson ’01 and Philip 
Edgecombe, Dec. 30, 2006, Scottsdale, 
Ariz.
 Emily Saalfeld ’01 and James 
Harbaugh, Oct. 7. 2006, East Lansing, 
Mich.
 Ginny Schodorf ’01 and Nick 
Grinzinger ’02, Aug. 5, 2006, Baroda, 
Mich.
 Matthew Sterling ’01 and Jennifer 
Vasicek, Sept. 2, 2006, Big Rapids, Mich.

 Daniel P. Valente ’01 and Emily 
A. Moellman ’02, June 10, 2006, La 
Grange, Ill.
 Lisa Webster ’01 and Dan Byrnes, 
Nov. 26, 2005, Traverse City, Mich.
 Jacob Cain ’02 and Christine Diestl 
’03, Sept. 23, 2006, Addison, Ill.
 Jennifer DeVree ’02 and Kevin 
Kloosterman, Aug. 19, 2006, Traverse 
City, Mich.
 Chris Meyer ’02 and Shanna 
Scholten, Sept. 1, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Andrew C. Mutch ’02 and Beth K. 
Stygstra ’02, Oct. 28, 2006, Holland, 
Mich.
 Erin Peet ’02 and Scott Jongekrijg, 
Oct. 21, 2006.
 Emily Thornton ’02 and Allan 
Griffi th, July 29, 2006, Mecosta, Mich.
 Christopher Winkler ’02 and 
Christie Bradford, Dec. 16, 2006, 
Leesburg, Fla.
 Brenna Bosma ’03 and Peter Krass, 
Oct. 21, 2006, Chicago, Ill.
 Elizabeth Knooihuizen ’03 and 
Christopher Ledtke ’03, July 8, 2006, 
Mackinac Island, Mich.
 Tara Patton ’03 and Kristofer 
Carlton, Nov. 12, 2006, Charlotte, N.C.
 Hillary Stone ’03 and Eric DeBoer, 
Feb. 3, 2007, Holland, Mich.
 Jeffrey D. Templeton ’03 and Mary 
L. Makovic, July 1, 2006, St. Joseph, 
Mich.
 Ryan Brinks ’04 and Jenna Rabe 
’04, May 20, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Shannon Gervel ’04 and Brian 
Bradford, Dec. 17, 2005, Spring Lake, 
Mich.
 Andrew Kiel ’04 and Julie 
VanHamersveld, April 29, 2006, 
Kalamazoo, Mich.
 Kelly Kraft ’04 and Jacob Taber ’04, 
July 21, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Anne Slaughter ’04 and Matthew 
Stolz ’04, Aug. 12, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Cara Tarantino ’04 and Carlos 
Guerrero, Sept. 9, 2006, Mackinac 
Island, Mich.
 Jill Adamski ’05 and William 
Farrar, April 1, 2006, Hilton Head 
Island, S.C.
 Matt Baer ’05 and Kate Kuipers ’05, 
July 14, 2006.
 Erin Block ’05 and Ryan Kelly, 
March 24, 2006, Holland, Mich.
 Christina Churchill ’05 and Joseph 
Rumbley ’05, Dec. 2, 2006, Barrington, 
Ill.
 Bryan DePotty ’05 and Amy 
Lubbers ’05, June 30, 2006, Holland, 
Mich.
 Adam Giroux ’05 and Megan 
O’Laughlin, May 13, 2006, Midland, 
Mich.
 Amanda Glas ’05 and  Joel 
VanderWal, May 6, 2006, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.
 Michael Schuiling ’05 and 
Amy Strzyzewski ’06, July 8, 2006, 
Naperville, Ill.
 Shanna VanZyl ’05 and Nathan 
Kraai, May 27, 2005.
 Jason Wagenmaker ’05 and Lindsey 
Wieringa, June 17, 2006, Grand Haven, 
Mich.
 Colin A. Fenton ’06 and Susan K. 
Scholten ’06, Nov. 11, 2006, Holland, 
Mich.

New Arrivals
 Robert Wolff ’74 and Donna Wolff, 
Daniel Lee, Dec. 19, 2006.
 David J. Kempker ’83 and Karen 
Kempker, Alexandra Grace, Dec. 6, 
2006.
 Ana Agurcia ’85 Clare and Stephen 
Clare, Liam Arthur, Sept. 9, 2006.
 Amy Holm ’89 Telgen and Richard 
Telgen, Adam Dean, Sept. 10, 2006.
 Lynne VanWyk ’89 Wojcik and 
Joseph Wojcik, Thomas Joseph, April 
14, 2004.
 Holly Lynn Hicks ’90 Boody and 
Mark Boody, Heather Grace, July 25, 
2006.
 John Haffenden ’90 and Pamela 
Dykstra ’93 Haffenden, Anika Ruth, 
Dec. 15, 2006.
 Steve Pierce ’91 and Julie Pierce, 
William Robert, Aug. 11, 2006.
 Jessie Frederick ’92 King and 
Michael King, John Frederick, Dec. 21, 
2006.
 Sara Cripps ’92 Kunzi and Bruce 
Kunzi ’93, Elizabeth Noelle, Dec. 5, 
2006.
 Scott Patton ’93 and Gudrun Day 
’94 Patton, adopted Cole Daniel, born 
Nov. 15, 2006.
 Edward Cole ’94 and Kristi Cole, 
Katelyn Elise, May 16, 2006.
 Anissa Mihalik ’94 Huffman and 
Craig Huffman, Graham Lee, Nov. 11, 
2006.
 Holly VanVliet ’94 Senter and 
Tracee Senter, James Benson, July 25, 
2006.
 Dylan (Dai) Wessman ’94 and 
Jennifer Manion, Lilian Mai, Jan 19, 
2007.
 Jeff Bos ’95 and Megan Gaither ’98 
Bos, Luke Jeffrey, Aug. 27, 2006.
 Dan Brady ’95 and Kathy Mixer ’95 
Brady, Maren Lee, Oct. 11, 2006.
 Peter Goers ’95 and Sheree 
McFarland ’96 Goers, Laney Anne, 
Aug. 13, 2006.
 Laura Weier ’95 Schewe and Steve 
Schewe ’95, Grant Steven, Sept. 13, 
2006.
 Barbara Nicol ’95 Van Huis and 
Timothy Van Huis ’95, Ruby Lynn, Jan. 
15, 2007.
 Alyssa Postmus ’95 Vellinga and 
Rodney Vellinga, Hudson Alexander, 
Oct. 9, 2006.
 Julie Wright ’96 Anderson and Aron 
Anderson, Paige Abigail, Jan. 24, 2007.
 Kathryn Guy ’96 Birch and Casey 
Birch, Judah Traylor, Sept. 20, 2006.
 Carolee Porter ’96 Buikema and 
Todd Buikema, Peter Todd, Oct. 24, 
2006.
 Joseph A. King ’96 and Jena King, 
Riley Elizabeth, Nov. 3, 2006.
 Amity Weeldreyer ’96 Pothoff and 
Greg Pothoff, Liam James, Oct. 26, 
2006.
 Micah Sjoblom ’96 and Ann Burke, 
Marina Burke Sjoblom, Oct. 10, 2006.
 Tammy Bouwens ’97 Ashby and 
Andy Ashby, Madison Kate, Nov. 2, 
2006.
 Jason Doublestein ’97 and 
Stephanie Freriks ’99 Doublestein, 
Jemma Constance, Dec. 27, 2006.

 Rebecca Olds ’97 Edmonds and Ian 
Edmonds, Georgia Elizabeth, Dec. 30, 
2006.
 Melissa Harriger ’97 Lalomia and 
Brent Lalomia, Zachary Brent, Aug. 4, 
2006.
 Jason Henderson ’97 and Jessie 
Henderson, Willow Faith, Dec. 24, 
2006.
 Betsey Van Faasen ’97 Rubel and 
Jason Rubel ’97, Anna Grace, Dec. 14, 
2006.
 Sarah Smith ’97 Varricchio and 
Michael Varricchio, Isabella Grace, July 
29, 2006.
 Julie Hoving ’98 Bewley and Byron 
Bewley, Reese Ainsley, Aug. 12, 2006.
 Melissa Altobelli ’98 Brunsting and 
David Brunsting, Owen Christopher, 
Oct. 18, 2006.
 Julie Holwerda ’98 Farmer and 
Larry Farmer, Ellie Breanne, Jan. 22, 
2007.
 Stacie Hopkins-Schrumpf ’98 and 
William Schrumpf, Adam Thomas, Oct. 
24, 2006.
 Natalie Williamson ’98 Patterson 
and Jared Patterson, Collin J., March 
15, 2005.
 Aaron Vande Wege ’98 and Renee 
Meyer ’00 Vande Wege, Emily Joy, Nov. 
5, 2006.
 Darcy Smith ’99 Carmichael and 
Chad Carmichael, Cora Catherine, Sept. 
15, 2006.
 Renata Meixner ’99 Okonkwo and 
Ozioma Okonkwo, Chidubem Declan, 
Oct. 27, 2006.
 Guy Risedorph ’99 and Sarah 
Kuipers ’99 Risedorph, Benjamin Lewis, 
June 14, 2006.
 Dara Spearman-Wardlow ’99 and 
Marlon Wardlow, Deacon and Dillon, 
Aug. 21, 2006.
 Aaron W. Todd ’99 and Julie 
Eckhold ’99 Todd, Lily Elaine, Dec. 7, 
2006.
 Brian D. Yarch ’99 and Courtney A. 
Yarch, Denia Marie, Feb. 13, 2007.
 Michelle Washburn ’00 Dalton and 
John Dalton, Emma Grace, June 26, 
2006.
 Stephanie Hyma ’00 Kowall and 
Michael Kowall, Anna Isabelle, April 
23, 2006.
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News from Hope College is 
meant for you, the Hope 
family, and we want it to serve 
you well.  Even as we unveil 
the publication’s new look 
with this issue, it remains, as 
ever, a work in progress.  We’d 
like to know what you think.  
Please e-mail Greg Olgers ’87 
at olgers@hope.edu or, if 
e-mail isn’t a good option, 
send a note to Greg at Hope 
College Public Relations; 141 
E. 12th St.; PO Box 9000; 
Holland, MI  49422-9000.

A total of 62 seniors 
graduated with honors 
in December.  Please 

visit the college’s 
Web site for the list.
   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc
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 Ed Jewett ’00 and Kate Sutton ’00 
Jewett, Mitchell Grady, Nov. 20, 2006.
 Aaron Jubar ’00 and Jill Spalding 
’01 Jubar, Jack Aaron, July 7, 2006.
 Jason Main ’00 and Erica Torgerson 
’01 Main, Eli David, Oct. 13, 2006.
 David Phelps ’00 and Cheri Cecil 
’02 Phelps, Perpetua Ila, Jan. 1, 2007.
 Nicole Travis ’00 Prins and Henry 
Prins, Henry William, Aug. 2, 2006.
 Michael Barnes ’01 and Sarah 
Ruttan ’01 Barnes, Jacob Matthew, Dec. 
24, 2006.
 Jessica Davis ’01 Bernabei and 
Mark Bernabei, Lilliana Grace, Sept. 20, 
2006.
 David Boerema ’01 and Elizabeth 
Folkertsma ’01 Boerema, Emelia Grace, 
Nov. 20, 2006.
 Laurel Morse ’01 Botting and 
David A. Botting, Noah Allen, Feb. 14, 
2007.
 Betsy Hofstra ’01 Miedema and 
Eric Miedema, Evan James, Oct. 16, 
2006.
 Laura Roelofs ’01 Nikkel and Jason 
Nikkel, Arianna Judith, Dec. 27, 2006.
 Rachel Bigelow ’01 Steen and Dan 
Steen, Nathan Charles, Nov. 29, 2006.
 Katie Jen ’01 Terpstra and Matt 
Terpstra, Ella Jeanne, Nov. 12, 2006.
 Martin Van Oort ’01 and Melissa 
Malik ’03 Van Oort, Anne Margaret, 
Jan. 18, 2007.
 Mindy Chamberlain ’02 Denning 
and Ronald Denning, Lucy Helena, 
Oct. 1, 2006.
 Stephanie Salveter ’02 Janik and 
Justin Janik ’03, Jolisa Ann, Jan. 17, 
2007.
 Heather Bachelor ’02 Karlson and 
Steven Karlson, Linnea Heather, Aug. 
8, 2006.
 Hannah Bira ’02 Machado 
and Marcos Marchado ’02, Samuel 
Eduardo, Feb. 1, 2007.
 Alison Molter ’02 and Brandon 
Smith, Hailey Marie, Sept. 5, 2006.
 Jennifer Traxler ’02 Petersen and 
Jeffrey Petersen, Eli Traxler, June 27, 
2006.
 Andrea Philipps ’02 Poppleton and 
Drew Poppleton, Lucy Sophia, Dec. 19, 
2007.
 Geoffrey J. Bremer ’03 and Erin 
Bremer, Grayson Edward, Dec. 6, 2006.

Advanced Degrees
 Chris Hahn ’72, Ph.D. in human 
services, Capella University.
 David Leestma ’73, Doctor of 
Worship Studies, Institute for Worship 
Studies, Florida Campus, June 2005.
 Robin Johnson ’86, Master of 
Social Work degree, Indiana University, 
2005.
 Ronda Oosterhoff ’89, Ph.D. in 
communication studies, Northwestern 
University, 2006.
 Allison Craig ’93 Solis, MBA, 
Davenport University, December 2006.
 Bethany Rathbun ’99 Bruns, 
Master of Library and Information 
Science degree, Wayne State University, 
December 2006.
  Jeremy Heavilin ’99, Master of 
Educational Leadership degree, Grand 

Valley State University, December 
2006.
 Renata Meixner ’99 Okonkwo, 
M.A. in medical/clinical psychology, 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, 
Dec. 16, 2006.
 Tony Norris ’99, Master of Science 
in Engineering degree, Purdue 
University, December 2006.
 Jeff Trytko ’99, M.S. in policy and 
leadership studies, DePaul University, 
2003.
 Lyndsay A. Beckner ’01, Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine, The Ohio State 
University, Dec. 10, 2006.
 Benjamin Lane ’01, J.D., Michigan 
State University College of Law.
 David Boerema ’01, Ph.D. in 
biochemistry, University of Chicago, 
December 2006.
 Sara Eveland ’01 McCue, Master of 
Music in Music Education degree with 
a Kodaly emphasis, Capital University, 
December 16, 2006.
 John R. McDonald ’01, J.D., cum 
laude, George Washington University 
Law School, 2006.
 Laura Roelofs ’01 Nikkel, master’s 
degree in secondary reading, Grand 
Valley State University.
 Andrew Ratke ’01, master’s degree 
in curriculum studies, University of 
Hawaii.
 Jordan R. Schmidt ’01, Ph.D. in 
physical chemistry, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, May 2006.
 Melissa Howe ’01 Schmidt, 
master’s degree in public affairs and 
Juris Doctorate degree, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, May 2006.
 Beth Langston Evans ’02, master’s 
degree, Olivet Nazarene University, 
September 2005.
 Kathleen P. Whitfi eld ’02, J.D., 
Cooley Law School, January 2007.
 Bradley Johnson ’03, M.S., Idaho 
State University.
 Vince Scheffl er ’03, Doctor of 
Chiropractic degree, Parker College of 
Chiropractic, Dec. 9, 2006.
 Katherine Budris ’04, Master of 
Fine Arts degree in creative writing, 
Roosevelt University, September 2006.

Deaths
The college is often privileged 

to receive additional information in 
celebration of the lives of members 
of the Hope community who have 
passed away.  Please visit the expanded 
obituaries we have made available 
online if you wish to read more about 
those whose loss is noted in this issue.

 Norman T. Abbring ’51 of 
DeMotte, Ind., died on Saturday, Dec. 
23, 2006.  He was 78.

 He was a veteran who served in the 
U.S. Army after graduating from high 
school.

 He taught at DeMotte High School 
and Kankakee Valley School, where 
he retired in 1989 and continued to 
tutor students in mathematics until his 
death.

 Survivors include his wife of 

59 years, Genevieve Banninga ’49 
Abbring; his sons, Donald T. (Jo Ann) 
Abbring and Tim (Deb) Abbring; seven 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; 
and his brother, Tom (Barbara) Abbring.

 Mary Jean TerBorg ’53 Bails of 
Denver, Colo., died on Tuesday, Dec. 
26, 2006.  She was 74.

 She attended First Plymouth 
Congregational Church of Englewood, 
Colo.

 Survivors include her husband, 
Emerson Bails.

 E. Herbert Bard ’48 of 
Muskegon, Mich., died on Sunday, Dec. 
3, 2006.  He was 85.

 He was a veteran who served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps during World War 
II.

 He had been a salesman at 
Geerpres for 48 years until his 
retirement in 1983.

 Survivors include his wife of 41 
years, Mary Ann Meinert Bard, and his 
brother, Douglas (Patricia) Bard.

 Gerald Blauwkamp ’43 of 
Zeeland, Mich., died on Saturday, Feb. 
10, 2007.  He was 85.

 He was a veteran who served in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II.

 He taught mathematics and driver’s 
education in the Holland (Mich.) Public 
Schools.

 He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Florence Vander Woude ’43 
Blauwkamp, in 1995.

 Survivors include his sons, Ronald 
(Jean) Blauwkamp, Kenneth (Linda) 
Blauwkamp, and Lyndon (Kimberly) 
Blauwkamp; six grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; sisters and 
brothers, Fannie Essenburg, Adrian 
(Marie ’62) Blauwkamp, Julia Glass, 
Junior (Genevieve) Blauwkamp, and 
Marjorie (Marvin) Vork; in-laws, Janet 
Vredevoogd, Gladys Blauwkamp, John 
(Marge) Vander Woude, Minnie Wilson 
and Dorothy Vander Woude; and many 
nieces and nephews.

 H. Lloyd Bobeldyk ’48 of Sioux 
Falls, S.D., died on Tuesday, December 
19, 2006.  He was 81.

 He worked as vice president 
of underwriting at Western Surety 
Company in Sioux Falls until retiring 
in 1988.  He and his wife, Esther 
Bobeldyk, also operated The French 
Door until 1988.

 He served on the Board of Trustees 
of Hope College from 1966 to 1968.

 He was preceded in death by his 
brother, Irvin Bobeldyk.

 Survivors, in addition to his wife 
of 59 years, include his son, Jerry 
’73 (Karen) Bobeldyk; his daughters, 
Joanie (Mike) Ireland, Lynette (Craig) 
Beles, and Sandra (David) LaVergne; 11 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; 
and his sisters, Lucille Brink and 
Caroline (Robert) Schoon.

 Anna Ruth Workman ’49 
Cram of Jerome, Ariz., died on Friday, 
Feb. 9, 2007, after a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease.  She was 79.

 After graduating from Hope, Anna 
studied at Calvin College to gain her 
teaching credentials and then taught 
elementary school in Bellaire, Mich.  
She was later a substitute teacher 
and postal clerk in the Verde Valley 
community of California.  She moved 
to Jerome in 1965, where she retired 
from the postal service.

 She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 50 years, Willard G. “Bill” 
Cram, in 2004.

 Survivors include her children, 
Marianne (Willard) Piner, Carolyn 
(Bill) Wingeier, Janet Cram, Rodger 
’78 (Adrienne) Cram, Rebecca (Todd) 
Perando and Philip (Kay) Cram; 
nine grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren.

 Phyllis Washburn ’67 Dennis 
of Wickliffe, Ohio, died on Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, 2004.  She was 59.

 She was a retired language teacher.
 She was preceded in death by her 

father, Leo Washburn.
 Survivors include her husband, 

David Dennis; her son, Kristofer 
(Jennifer) Dennis; a stepdaughter, 
Deborah (George) Valente; a 
stepson, Robert (Kathy) Dennis; four 
grandchildren; her mother, Virginia 
Washburn; and her sisters, Nan (Chen 
Bai Singh) and Barbara (Ken) Patriquin.

 John Robert “Bob” Dethmers 
’54 of Lansing, Mich., died on Friday, 
November 10, 2006.  He was 74.

 He was employed by Foster, 
Foster, Campbell and Lindamer 
Law Firm in Lansing from 1958 to 
1963.  Later he was Ingham County 
assistant prosecuting attorney and 
special assistant to the Michigan State 
Insurance Commissioner.  He had his 
own private law practice until 1994. 

 Survivors include his sister, 
Marjorie (David) Swyers; two nieces, 
Catherine Dethmers and Margaret 
Monteleone; one nephew, Jonathan 
Swyers; and a sister-in-law, Betty 
Dethmers.

 Esther De Weerd ’28 of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., died on Sunday, Jan. 
28, 2007.  She was 104.

 After graduating from Hope, she 
was a missionary in India for the Dutch 
Reformed Church.

 She was preceded in death by a 
sister and four brothers, including 

Are you interested 
in representing 

Hope at a college 
fair in your area?  

If so, please 
contact Jessica 

DiBernardo in the 
Admissions Offi ce 

at dibernardo@
hope.edu.

   More ONLINE www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

http://www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc/archive/expandedobituaries.htm


Sydney De Weerd ’28 and Irvin De 
Weerd ’37.

 Survivors include one brother, 
Merle De Weerd; eight nieces and 
nephews; and many grandnieces and 
grandnephews.

 William A. DeWitt ’45 of Joliet, 
Ill., died on Thursday, Nov. 23, 2006.  
He was 83.

 After graduating from Hope, he 
attended the University of Michigan 
Medical School.  Since 1953, he 
had been a resident of Joliet, where 
he practiced anesthesiology and 
was a member of the Associated 
Anesthesiologists of Joliet until he 
retired.  During his career, he was a 
member and past president of the 
medical staff of Silver Cross Hospital 
and a staff member of Provena St. 
Joseph Medical Center.

 He was preceded in death by 
three children, Sally, James DeWitt ’68 
and David William DeWitt ’82, and a 
brother, Dale S. DeWitt ’53.

 Survivors include his wife, Jane 
Smies ’45 DeWitt;; his children, Daniel, 
Mary, Nancy and Susan; his children-in-
law, Patricia, Brad, Joe, Marty, Susan and 
Pam; 13 grandchildren; and a brother, 
Earl ’43 (Lucy) DeWitt.

 Marcia Smith ’55 De Young of 
Holland, Mich., died on Wednesday, 
Jan. 3, 2007.  She was 73. 

 She taught physical education in 
Michigan in Grand Rapids, Whitehall, 
Jenison and Holland. In 1975 she 
began teaching in the department 
of education at Hope, retiring as an 
adjunct assistant professor of education 
in 1989. 

 In recognition of service to the 
college and commitment to education, 
Hope honored Marcia and her husband, 
Robert N. De Young ’56, by naming 
the volleyball gymnasium at the DeVos 
Fieldhouse the “De Young Volleyball 
Gymnasium” in 2005; and friends and 
family established a scholarship at the 
college in their honor during the 2000-
01 academic year. 

 Survivors in addition to her 
husband of 50 years include her 
children, Robert Todd ’80 (Christine) 
De Young, Jane De Young ’81 (Stein ’87) 
Slette and Katy De Young ’88 (Ken ’88) 
Arthurs; eight grandchildren; a sister-
in-law, Bonnie De Young; and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

 Karl Elzinga ’84 of Zeeland, 
Mich., died on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2006.  
He was 48.

 He had worked at GMB Architects 
and Engineers.

 Survivors include his wife of 22 
years, Mary Stewart ’82 Elzinga; his 
children, Stewart, Patrick, Andrew and 
Erin; his parents, Peter and Marilyn 
Elzinga; his mother-in-law, Ann Stewart; 
two brothers, Michael (Ruth) Elzinga 
and Randall (Diane) Elzinga; one sister, 
Patricia (Daniel) Vanden Heuvel; a 
sister-in-law, Elizabeth (Gene) Stewart; 
and aunts, uncles and cousins. 

 Barbara Ting ’60 Eng of Long 

Island, N.Y., died on Tuesday, Oct. 3, 
2006.  She was 71.

 Survivors include her children, 
Timothy and Ruth; four grandchildren; 
and fi ve sisters.

 Mari Howard ’56 Gnade of 
Queensbury, N.Y., died unexpectedly on 
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2006.  She was 71. 

 She taught in the New York districts 
of East Greenbush, Schenectady and 
Warren Washington BOCES.  She was 
also responsible for helping start a 
teachers union, and more than 30 
years ago she developed a recreation 
program for people with disabilities that 
continues today. 

 Survivors include her husband of 
49 years, Kenneth R. Gnade ’56; their 
three daughters and their spouses, Kim 
Gnade ’82 (Tom) Mather, Linda Gnade 
’84 (Mike) Katz, and Cheryl (Stephen) 
McGrattan; fi ve grandchildren; her 
sister, Helen Howard ’54 (Dave ’53) 
Hanson; her brother, Roger (Shirley) 
Howard; and nieces and nephews. 

 Paul G. Houtman ’41 of Tulsa, 
Okla., died on Wednesday, Sept. 27, 
2006.  He was 88.

 He was an engineer and retired 
from The Dow Chemical Company.

 Survivors include his wife, Elizabeth 
Nieusma ’38 Houtman, and a brother- 
and sister-in-law, Dick H. ’52 and Ruth 
Slotsema ’52 Nieusma.

 Thomas Houtman ’40 of Tempe, 
Ariz., died on Saturday, Dec, 2, 2006.  
He was 88.

 He had a 40-year career at The 
Dow Chemical Company in Midland, 
Mich.  He was awarded nine patents as 
a chemist before moving into research 
management, where he served until his 
retirement in 1982.

 He was preceded in death by all 
seven of his brothers and sisters.

 Survivors include his wife of 63 
years, Alyda; his daughter, Claire (Bruce) 
White; his son Bruce (Kathy) Houtman; 
fi ve grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; his sister-in-law, Teresa 
Hartgerink; and numerous nephews and 
nieces. 

 Margaret “Peg” Greenshields 
’62 Jenner of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., died 
on Sunday, Dec. 24, 2006.  She was 66.

 She was an elementary teacher 
for the North Colonie Central School 
District for 10 years and was an offi cer 
in the teachers union.  She retired from 
the Mid-Hudson Forensic Psychiatric 
Center in New Hampton, N.Y., where 
she was a social worker.

 She was the former wife of John H. 
Jenner ’63.

 Survivors include her daughter, 
Rachel Jenner (Michael) Maxwell; her 
sister, Jean (James) Burns; a nephew and 
grandnephew; and cousins.

 Lois Van Ingen ’49 Karsten of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., died on Tuesday, Jan. 
9, 2007.  She was 79.

 She taught school in Yakutat, 
Alaska, from 1952 until 1959.  She 
also taught elementary school in the 

Michigan districts of Hudsonville, 
Kalamazoo and West Ottawa.  

 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, David P. Karsten ’51, in 1998 
and by her sister, Barbara Van Hoven.

 Survivors include her daughter, 
Barbra (John) Karsten-Rose; a 
granddaughter; a brother, Donald 
“Dutch” ’51 (Rosemarie) Van Ingen; and 
seven nieces and nephews.

 Harry E. Knudson Jr. ’43 of 
Watchung, N.J., died on Thursday, Aug. 
24, 2006.  He was 84.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy 
who served during World War II.

 He was president of the Federal 
Pacifi c Electric Co. in Newark, N.J., and 
vice president of GTE Sylvania Co. in 
Massachusetts.

 Survivors include his wife, Anne 
Howland Knudson; his daughter, 
Anne (Brian) Fitzpatrick; his son, Erik 
(Cortney) Knudson; two grandchildren; 
and his brother, Don (Elfi e) Knudson.

 Edward H. Koster ’44 of 
Lambertville, Mich., died on Sunday, 
Jan. 28, 2007.  He was 84.

 He was a veteran who served in 
the U.S. Navy from 1943 to 1946, 
commanding the mine sweeping craft 
Yard Mine Sweep 405 in the Pacifi c.

 He was a physician in private 
practice in Falmouth, Ky., from 1952 to 
1954, when he moved to Ohio and had 
a private practice in West Toledo until 
1967.  He became the medical director 
at the Chevrolet Division of General 
Motors in Toledo in 1967 and retired in 
1989.

 Survivors include his wife of 40 
years, Elizabeth (Miller) Koster; a son, 
Edward S. Koster; a daughter, Barbara K. 
Koster; a stepson, Robert H. Draheim; 
and a sister, Janet Albrecht.

 Vernon T. Kraai ’48 of Holland, 
Mich., died on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2007.  
He was 83.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy 
who served in World War II.

 He was co-owner of Holland 
Transplanter Co., retiring in 1986 after 
36 years of employment.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Dorothy, in 1992.

 Survivors include his daughters, 
Debra Kraai and Janice Kraai; three 
granddaughters; a brother, Glenn (Gert) 
Kraai; four sisters, Arlene Wassink, 
Thelma (Don) Nederhoed, Sharon 
(Marvin) Overway, and Carol (Sid) 
Vande Vusse; in-laws, Chuck ’47 and 
Arlene Knooihuizen, Howard and 
Jeanne Poll, Shirley Franklin, Judy and 
Larry Kolb, and Marilyn and Charles 
Hiemstra; and many nieces and 
nephews.

 Elsie Wen-Hua ’60 Law of 
Lynnwood, Wash., died on Sunday, Feb. 
11, 2007.  She was 77.

 She had been a Christian teacher, 
academic dean, pastor’s wife and 
registered nurse at Cabrini, Providence 
and Swedish Hospitals.  She also served 
as the fi rst director of nursing services at 
Kin On Nursing Home.

 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Jeremy Law ’60, in 1977.

 Survivors include her children, 
Samuel and Karen Law (Ho); six 
grandchildren; and fi ve sisters.

 Harold J. Lenters ’50 of Sioux 
Center, Iowa, died on Friday, Jan. 19, 
2007.  He was 82.

 He was a veteran who served as a 
private fi rst class in Italy during World 
War II.  He was severely wounded in 
combat, earning a Purple Heart and 
requiring three years of Veteran’s 
Hospital care.

 He graduated from Western 
Theological Seminary in Holland, 
Mich.  He and his wife, Sena (Meekhof) 
Lenters, ministered at churches in 
Woodstock, Minn.; Sheboygan, Wis.; 
Clearwater, Fla.; Ireton, Iowa; Byron 
Center, Mich.; and Sioux Center, 
retiring in 1991.  

 He was preceded in death by an 
infant son and a brother-in-law, Harvey 
Moes ’50.

 Survivors, in addition to his wife of 
56 years, include six children, Stephen 
(Ethel) Lenters, Sandra (Daryl) Holtrop, 
Alison (Marlys) Lenters, Leah (Douglas) 
Dykema, SuAnn Lenters ’81 (James ’78) 
Bruggink, and Jenna (James) Mumm; 11 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; 
and a sister, Marilyn Lenters ’50 Moes.

 Agatha Kooyers ’38 Lipke of 
Zeeland, Mich., died on Sunday, Jan. 14, 
2007.  She was 91.

 She was a graduate of Butterworth 
Hospital’s School of Nursing.  She had 
worked at Holland Hospital, Midland 
Hospital, and Haven Park Christian 
Nursing Home, from which she retired 
after 20 years of service.

 Survivors include her children, 
Mary Ellen (William) Blessing and 
Elizabeth (Michael) Chamberlain; 
fi ve grandchildren; one great-
granddaughter; a brother, Alton ’58 
(Alice Brink ’58) Kooyers; a sister, Lucile 
Kooyers ’44; and nephews, nieces and 
cousins.

 Clarence “Clare” R. Luth ’47 of 
Holland, Mich., died on Monday, Dec. 
18, 2006.  He was 85.

 He was a veteran who served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II.

 He was the owner and operator of 
Luth Electric Manufacturing until 1980. 
Then he worked as a manufacturer’s 
representative until 1990.

 Survivors include his wife, Betty; 
his children, Thomas (Patricia) Luth 
and Mary (Frank) Brannon; three 
grandchildren; and cousins.

 Harriet Muyskens ’47 Maassen 
of Venice, Fla., died on Friday, Jan. 26, 
2007.  She was 84.

 She was a retired school teacher.
 Survivors include her husband 

of 59 years, John H. Maassen ’42; her 
children, Elizabeth Maassen ’71 (Bob) 
Piel, Mary (Paul) Kohlmiller, Susan 
Maassen ’77 (John ’72) Toren, Janet 
(Bob) Menzie, and Stephen (Diana) 
Maassen; 13 grandchildren, including 
Michelle Piel ’98; her sister, Lois 
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Muyskens ’49 Hector; and her brothers, 
Paul Muyskens ’50 and Joseph ’53 (Jean 
Harmelink-Muyskens ’53) Muyskens.

 Kenneth P. MacDonald Jr. ’57 
of Cockeysville, Md., died on Saturday, 
Jan. 15, 2005.  He was 70.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Gene.

 Survivors include his children, 
Kenneth (Deena) MacDonald III, 
Michele (Chris) Liberty, Judith (Sung) 
Kim, Eugene (Kerry) MacDonald, and 
Paul (Agatha) MacDonald; his sisters, 
Elizabeth Boyd and Melanie Ford; his 
brother, Jack MacDonald; and eight 
grandchildren.

 Margaret Jane Knapp ’55 
Macintyre of Chelsea, Quebec, 
Canada, died on Sunday, Nov. 19, 2006.  
She was 73.

 After earning a B.A. in science 
at Hope, she graduated from the 
Philadelphia General School of Nursing 
and worked in the nursing and 
pharmaceutical fi elds.  She later moved 
to Chelsea, where she was the director 
of nursing at the Gatineau Memorial 
Hospital from 1972 to 1985.  She 
worked as a real estate agent for Century 
21 Macintyre from 1987 to 1998.

 She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Frank Macintyre, and a 
brother, Robert.

 Survivors include her children, Jane 
(Stephen Lynott), Meg (William Grove) 
and John (Betty-Jane Deen); and six 
grandchildren.

 Roger L. Maxam ’64 of East 
Grand Rapids, Mich., died on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 2006.  He was 64.

 Survivors include his wife, Pat; a 
brother, Robert Maxam; children, David 
Maxam and Sherri (Scot) Geysbeek; 
two granddaughters; stepchildren, Nick 
(Emily) Lewis, Peter (Angela) Lewis, and 
Anna (Josh) Warren; and cousins.

 Harriet Stibbs ’36 Meyer of 
Holland, Mich., died on Friday, Nov. 24, 
2006.  She was 94.

 She was the bookkeeper for Meyer 
Music House, a family business, for 
many years. 

 She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 51 years, Frederick 
Meyer ’26, in 1985; her sister, Bertha 
E. Snydacker; and her brother, John H. 
Stibbs.

 Survivors include her children, 
John (Nancy) Meyer, Albert (Marilyn) 
Meyer, Elizabeth Frey, and William (Julie 
Newman) Meyer; 11 grandchildren; and 
16 great-grandchildren.

 Richard W. Moore ’60 of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., died on Wednesday, 
Nov. 15, 2006.  He was 68.

 He taught math and coached 
basketball at the former North Christian 
School (Kalamazoo Christian school 
system) for 37 years and also coached 
football at Kalamazoo Christian High 
School for 15 years. 

 Survivors include his wife of 45 
years, Mary Ann Joosse Moore; his 
daughters, Kelli (Kevin) Patterson and 
Jill (Jeff) Case; fi ve grandchildren; his 
brothers, Robert (Sue) Moore, Stuart 
Moore, and Steven Moore; and several 
nieces and nephews.

 Cornelius “Casey” Oegema ’51 
of Grandville, Mich., died on Friday, 

Jan. 5, 2007.  He was 80.
 He was preceded in death in 2004 

by his wife of 55 years, Phyllis Andre ’48 
Oegema.

 Survivors include his children, 
Ann (Jim) Leyndyke, Gary ’78 (Deb 
Cleason ’78) Oegema, and Linda 
Oegema ’83 (Donald) Milanowski; 
eight grandchildren, including Rebekah 
Oegema ’04 and current students 
Jonathan Oegema ’08 and Benjamin 
Oegema ’09; his sisters, Gertrude 
VanderWerf, and Emily Huizingh; and a 
sister-in-law, Betty Groendyke.

 Carolyn G. Olsen ’65 of 
Hudsonville, Mich., died on Saturday, 
Oct. 28, 2006, following a battle with 
cancer.  She was 63.

 She was a teacher at Bauer 
Elementary School for 35 years.

 She was preceded in death by her 
parents, George and Gertrude Olsen.

 Survivors include her sister, Mary 
Olsen; one aunt, Tresa Zylema; and 
many cousins.

 William B. Potter ’66, formerly 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., died at his 
home in Brea, Calif., on Sunday, Jan. 21, 
2007, following an eight-month battle 
with cholangiocarcinoma.  He was 62.

 He began his career working fi ve 
years for The Dow Chemical Company, 
fi rst in Sarasota, Fla., and later in Los 
Angeles, Calif.  He then held several 
marketing and distribution positions for 
the West Coast area of California with 
different corporations.

 Survivors include his wife, Ruth; 
his two daughters, Phaedra Wilson and 
Philene Potter; his brother, Ray; and two 
grandsons.

 Norman J. Schut ’61 of Mecosta, 
Mich., formerly of Hudsonville, Mich., 
died on Sunday, Jan. 14, 2007.  He was 
67.

 He had retired from Zeeland 
(Mich.) High School as a biology teacher 
and coach.

 He was preceded in death by a 
grandson, Andrew Isenga.

 Survivors include his wife of 45 
years, Barbara; his children, Brent 
(Elizabeth) Schut, Brenda (Steve) Isenga, 
and Stephanie (Tom) Merkert; fi ve 
grandchildren; sisters, Camilla Schut ’60 
(Dirk) Van Dam, Judith (Tom) Streeter, 
Mary Ellen (Jim) Dent, Iris (Gordon) 
Mesbergen, and Lavonne Schut; and 
nieces, nephews, aunts and uncles.

 John H. Streur ’61 of Glendale, 
Wis., died on Friday, May 14, 2004.  He 
was 71.

 He was preceded in death by a son-
in-law, Donald Bergman.

 Survivors include his wife, 
Jeannine; his children, Russell (Margot) 
Streur, Jeannine Bergman, and John 
(Mary) Streur; and six grandchildren.

 James G. Stryker ’52 of Midland, 
Mich., died on Monday, Dec. 4, 2006.  
He was 76.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy 
who served during the Korean confl ict, 
working on cryptography maintenance 

in Guam.
 He began his career as owner of 

Stryker’s Hardware in Grand Rapids.  He 
later became a housewares buyer for 
Meijer and then for Morley Brothers 
in Saginaw, Mich.  He subsequently 
owned and operated Stryker’s Marina 
on Wixom Lake for 24 years, retiring in 
1997.  He also taught part-time at Delta 
College in the business division.

 Survivors include his wife of 49 
years, Rhosan; his children, Audrey 
Stryker (Michael Korn), Gordon 
Stryker (Catherine Davis), and Gregory 
(Amanda) Stryker; four grandchildren; 
a sister, Ruth Stryker-Smith ’41; and 
brother- and sister-in-law, John (Joan) 
Dobben.

 Kenneth VandenBerg ’42 of 
Delray Beach, Fla., died on Tuesday, 
Dec. 26, 2006.  He was 85.

 He was a veteran who served 
for three years in the U.S. Navy as a 
lieutenant junior grade.

 He graduated from the University 
of Michigan Medical School.  A former 
resident of Bloomfi eld Hills, Mich., he 
spent his career as a general surgeon 
in Pontiac, Mich., at St. Joseph’s Mercy 
Hospital and Pontiac General Hospital, 
where he served as chief of surgery and 
chief of staff.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Jean Wishmeier ’41 VandenBerg, 
and a brother, Merle VandenBerg ’48.

 Survivors include his daughter, 
Kristin (William) Whitfi eld; two 
grandchildren; and a brother, Robert 
VandenBerg ’39.

 Paul Van Dort ’47 of Zeeland, 
Mich., died on Wed., Dec. 13, 2006.  He 
was 85.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. Army 
Air Corps who served in World War II.

 He fi rst taught for four years at 
Comstock (Mich.) Junior High School 
and coached basketball and track.  He 
retired from Zeeland Public Schools in 
1983, having taught social studies at the 
junior high, senior high, and middle 
schools, and having coached Zeeland 
varsity basketball for 11 years.

 He was preceded in death by three 
brothers, Earl Van Dort, Carl Van Dort 
and Dale Van Dort; two sisters, Verna 
Nawn and Ruth Bruursema; and one 
grandson, Jeffrey Van Dort.

 Survivors include his wife of 58 
years, Dorothy Van Voorst ’50 Van Dort; 
his sons, Mark ’71 (Bernice Renner ’71) 
Van Dort and Paul ’88  (Heidi Clark ’88) 
Van Dort; three granddaughters; two 
sisters, Irene (Jim) Bagladi and Dorothy 
Morrison Harmsen; his sisters-in-law, 
Donna (Vernon) Nienhuis, Esthermae 
Van Voorst Airey and Karen Van Dort; 
and many nieces, nephews and cousins.

 Lucille Vos ’46 Van Dyke of 
Holland, Mich., died on Friday, Jan. 12, 
2007.  She was 82.

 She began her teaching career in 
Grand Haven, Mich., and later taught in 
grade schools in Holland for 20 years.

 She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 47 years, Albertus (Bud) Van 
Dyke, in 1996; her brother, Raymond G. 
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Vos; and one grandson.
 Survivors include her daughter, 

Deborah Ann Van Dyke; one sister, 
Julis Vos ’43 Wall; two sisters-in-law, 
Norma Vos and Marion Van Dyke ’43 
Clark; two grandchildren; and nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

 Roger P. Van Lente ’39 of 
Lakeland, Fla., died on Wednesday, 
Nov. 29, 2006.  He was 89.

 Formerly of Holland, Mich., he 
had been the co-owner of Holland 
Insulating Company.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Harriet.

 Survivors include his daughter, 
Carol Van Lente ’65 Allen; two 
grandsons; one great-granddaughter; 
and a sister, Angelyn Van Lente ’37 
Jalving.

 John P. Van Wingeren ’65 of 
Benton, Ky., died on Sunday, Dec. 17, 
2006.  He was 63.

 He was a veteran who served in the 
U.S. Army during the Vietnam War.

 He was retired, having owned the 
Carlinvilla Motel in Carlinville, Ill.

 Survivors include his wife, Karen 
Grabinski ’69 Van Wingeren; his 
children, David Van Wingeren, Linnea 
Fryman, and Becky Lynn Auten; two 
grandchildren; and sisters, Joan Van 
Wingeren ’56 Retsema and Sharon Van 
Wingeren ’63 Meyer.

 Hans Veening ’53 of Lewisburg, 
Pa., died on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2006.  
He was 75.

 He was a professor of chemistry at 
Bucknell University, retiring in 1997 
after serving for 49 years, 11 of them as 
chairman of the chemistry department.  
He received the Lindback Foundation 
Award for teaching and his works had 
been published in professional journals.

 Survivors in addition to his wife 
of 49 years, Elizabeth Timmerman ’57 
Veening, include an aunt, Tine Ilmer-
deGoede.

 Charles L. Votaw ’51 of Johnson 
City, Tenn., died on Friday, Jan. 5, 
2007, following a lengthy battle with 
carcinoid cancer.  He was 77.

 He held an M.D. and Ph.D., and 
worked at the University of Michigan 
for 22 years before joining East 
Tennessee State University to help start 
its medical school in 1977.  He retired 
as the executive associate dean emeritus 
of the College of Medicine.  In 1995 
the school named the Charles L. Votaw 
Auditorium of the Palma L. Robinson 
Clinical Education Center in his honor. 

 In 1997 the Hope College Alumni 
Association honored Dr. Votaw and his 
wife, Dr. May Korteling ’52 Votaw, with 
the Distinguished Alumni Award.

 He was preceded in death by his 
mother and his brother-in-law, Don 
Martin.

 Survivors, in addition to his wife 
of 53 years, include his father, John 
W. Votaw; his daughter, Diana (Frank) 
Doerner; two sons, John R. ’81 (Delicia) 
Votaw and Paul (Wendy) Votaw; two 
sisters-in-law, Marian Korteling ’47 

(Blaise ’42) Levai and Kamala Korteling 
’51 Martin; a brother-in-law, Ralph ’58 
(Sylvia) Korteling; fi ve grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews.

 Anne K. VanderWerf ’28 
Wabeke of Holland, Mich., died on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2007.  She was 99.

 She fi rst worked in the billing 
department of Hart & Cooley in 
Holland and later owned and operated 
Lake Shore Heating Co. with her 
husband in St. Joseph, Mich.

 She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Charles H. Wabeke; her 
sisters, Joan VanderWerf ’30 Brieve and 
Lucille VanderWerf ’23 Veneklasen; and 
her brother, Calvin VanderWerf ’37, 
who served as president of Hope from 
1963 to 1970.

 Survivors include her nieces, 
Gretchen VanderWerf ’68, Klasina 
VanderWerf, Julie Hill, Lisa Hawkins 
and Marte Singerman; and one nephew, 
Pieter VanderWerf.

 Donald T. Warner ’39 of 
Kalamazoo, Mich., died on Wednesday, 
Nov. 29, 2006.  He was 88.

 He was fi rst employed as a 
biochemist by General Mills for 10 
years and later by Upjohn Company 
in Kalamazoo for 30 years until his 
retirement in 1984.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ruth, in December 2004.

 Survivors include his daughter, 
Nancy Warner ’71 Taylor; his 
son, Robert D. Warner ’70; fi ve 
grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; sisters, Betty Waggener 
and Ruth (Herm) Broene; and nieces 
and nephews.

 Alice Boter ’33 Weston of 
Sheffi eld Lake, Ohio, died on Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, 2007.  She was 95.

 She was the fi rst woman to 
work on the air in Cleveland (Ohio) 
television.  She had been employed by 
television stations WEWS, WUAB and 
WKYC in Cleveland and by WIIC in 
Pittsburgh, Pa.  She had also worked 
for the Detroit Free Press and the Detroit 
News.

 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Arthur Schowalter, in 1981 
and by her brother, Peter Boter ’35.

 Survivors include her children, 
Susan Ruffi ng and Sara Walters; 
two grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

 George B. Wiersma ’41 of 
Dowagiac, Mich., died on Tuesday, Jan. 
9, 2007.  He was 88.

 He was a veteran who served in 
the U.S. Navy during World War II 
and received numerous awards for his 
service.

 He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
forestry at Michigan State University 
and worked for the Soil and 
Conservation Services in Cass County 
(Mich.), retiring after more than 32 
years of service.

 He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Genevieve.

 Survivors include his son, George 

(Nancy) Wiersma; his daughter, 
Graceen (Dick) Hunsburger; his 
sister, Lila Wiersma ’37 Salisbury; 
three grandchildren; and fi ve great-
grandchildren.

 Bernard Yurash ’52 of Fort 
Collins, Colo., died on Thursday, Jan. 
25, 2007.  He was 85.

 Formerly of Palo Alto, Calif., he 
worked at Fairchild Semiconductor 
from 1958 to 1980.

 Survivors include a son, Steve 
Yurash.

 George F. Ziegler ’38 of Franklin, 
N.J., died on Monday, Jan. 8, 2007.  He 
was 94.

 He was a teacher at Franklin High 
School from 1939 to 1954, principal of 
Frankford School from 1954 to 1958, 
and principal of Walnut Ridge School 
from 1958 to 1966.  He then became 
the fi rst superintendent of the Vernon 
District Schools, a position he held 
until his retirement in 1972.

 He was preceded in death by a 
grandson, Kevin C. Ziegler, in 1997.

 Survivors include his wife of 
65 years, Marion Storms Ziegler; 
his children, Frances Garrity, Ralph 
G. Ziegler, and Dana R. Ziegler; 
fi ve grandchildren; and fi ve great-
grandchildren.

 Marie Van Someren ’66 
Zoerhof of Holland, Mich., died on 
Sunday, Nov. 19, 2006.  She was 88.

 She had been an elementary 
teacher with the Holland Christian 
Schools for many years and had also 
taught in the Christian schools in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Cicero, Ill., and 
Beaverdam, Wis.

 Survivors include her husband of 
58 years, Harold; her brothers, Bernard 
(Gertrude) Van Someren, Anthony 
Van Someren, and Richard (Carol) Van 
Someren; in-laws, Mrs. George (Myra) 
Van Someren, Mrs. Lloyd (Delores) Van 
Someren, Mrs. John (Wilma) Stadt, Jim 
(Jennie) Zoerhof, Howard (Mildred) 
Zoerhof, and Hazel (Earl) Van Netten; 
and nieces and nephews.

Sympathy to
 The family of James H. 

Bekkering of Holland, Mich., who 
died on Sunday, Dec. 31, 2006.  He was 
87.

 He was a veteran of the U.S. Army 
who served during World War II.

 He retired from Gerber Products 
Company.

 He was preceded in death by his 
fi rst wife, Grace (Oosting).

 Survivors include his wife, E. 
Christine Brown Hammersly; three 
children, James R. ’65 (Lynne) 
Bekkering, William J. ’70 (Gwen) 
Bekkering, and Jeanne L. (Gary) 
Chipman; a step-son, James R. 
(Mary) Tribble; several grandchildren, 
including Timothy Bekkering ’99 and 
Kristi Dunn, who works at the college’s 
Haworth Inn and Conference Center; 

great-grandchildren; and two brothers, 
John G. Bekkering and Richard D. 
Bekkering.

 The family of Arlene Brinks 
of Portage, Mich., who died on 
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2007.  She was 76.

 She earned a nursing degree from 
Mercy Hospital in Benton Harbor, 
Mich.  After working as a registered 
nurse for three years, she became a full-
time mom.

 She was preceded in death by a 
brother, Adrian Koopsen, and a sister, 
Geraldine Jackson.

 Survivors include her husband 
of 53 years, Donald Brinks ’52; her 
children, Kathy Brinks ’75 Waterstone, 
Marc Brinks ’78, Keith ’80 (Rebecca) 
Brinks, Mary Brinks ’82 (Louis) 
Remynse, and Kevin ’86 (Robin 
DeWitt ’86) Brinks; 13 grandchildren, 
including Matt Waterstone ’05 and Kyle 
Waterstone ’07; her sisters, Cornelia 
Crouch, Elaine Liggett, Norma (Warren) 
Erickson, and Gertrude (Ervin) Herzog; 
and her brother, Nelson (Jennie) 
Koopsen.

 The family of Starla J. Drum of 
Seattle, Wash., who died on Monday, 
Jan. 1, 2007, after a battle with breast 
cancer.  She was 59.

 She was assistant professor of 
communication at Hope from 1978 to 
1980.  At the time of her death she was 
fi rst vice president of investments for 
Wachovia Securities.

 Survivors include her husband, 
Richard Langford; her mother, 
Gretchen Banta; her brother, Dennis 
Banta; and a niece and a nephew.

 The family of Marie Josette 
(M.J.) Feyt of Grand Haven, Mich., 
died on Monday, Nov. 27, 2006, 
following a brief illness.  She was 87. 

 She taught piano and voice lessons 
and was a substitute teacher with Grand 
Haven Public Schools for several years 
while raising her family and completing 
a master’s degree in education from 
Western Michigan University.  She 
was a French and German instructor 
at Hope from 1959 to 1965. She then 
accepted a position at Grand Valley 
State University, where she taught in 
the foreign language department until 
her retirement in 1981. 

 Survivors include her children, 
Ronnie Suzanne Hankins, Warren D. 
(Cathleen) Feyt, and Charles L. (Joy) 
Feyt; four grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.

 
 The family of Samuel Lee Post 

of Caledonia, Mich., who died on 
Saturday, Nov. 25, 2006, three days 
before his sixth birthday.

 Samuel was diagnosed with 
leukemia in October and had been 
doing well with treatments, but he 
could not overcome an infection in 
his back because of his compromised 
immune system.

 Survivors include his parents, 
Mike and Theresa VandenBerg ’87 
Post, and siblings, Jennifer, Matthew 
and Joshua.
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