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Campus Notes

Quote, unquote is an
eclectic sampling of things
said at and about Hope
College.

The essay that follows was written by Dr.
Donald Cronkite of the biology faculty, inspired
by the installation of the Walker organ in Nykerk
Hall of Music in 2000. With the last issue’s fea-
tures on the college’s music program and Skinner
organ, and Dr. Cronkite’s recent statewide recog-
nition for teaching (please see the story on page
six), it seemed tailor-made for this issue. It origi-
nally appeared in the December 2004 issue of
Perspectives, and is reprinted with permission.

Walk about Zion, go all around it,
count its towers,
consider well its ramparts;
go through its citadels,
that you may tell the next generation
that this is God,
our God forever and ever.
He will be our guide forever.
Psalm 48:12-14

“I have long noticed a parallel between
musicians and scientists.  We both use
instruments, and I think we both use them
for the same purpose: to learn something
about nature by interacting with it.  For
example, a pH meter uses diffusion across a
thin glass wall to determine the concentra-
tion of hydrogen ions in a solution.  A
saxophone uses a vibrating reed on a funny
shaped tube to make possible the exploration
of what it’s like to have the blues.  I once
explored this issue by installing a binocular
section in a concert band. The band played
‘The Village Swallows’ by Richard Strauss, a
piece that includes a part for bird whistle.
Whenever the bird whistled, the members of
the binocular section would rise and peer

through their instruments.
“This all re-occurred to me when I stopped

by to watch the organ builders from England
put together the new instrument in the studio
of Huw Lewis, college organist at Hope
College.  As of that moment, the builders had
mostly worked on the case, a delightful oak
cabinet with towers on it to hold collections of
pipes.  The case just fit with little room to
spare at the ceiling.  Huw explained to me
that the towers were meant to convey the idea
that an organ represents a city.  Since this idea
developed in the Middle Ages, the metaphor
was expressed by giving a wall and ramparts
to this city.

“This was no mere city, not even Paris or
Aberystwyth, but a city filled with proportion
and harmony, the proportional vibrations
that result in the notes and the harmony as
various pipes interact with each other.  This
metaphorical organ-city was meant to be the
City of God.  Now there’s an instrument!

“I thought again about scientific and
musical instruments.  We have a ‘high field
nuclear magnetic resonance spectrophotome-
ter’ that makes use also of proportional
vibrations, in this case the vibrations within
atoms.  We have a ‘Gene Analyzer’ that deter-
mines the sequence of subunits in a length of
DNA, the notes in each organism’s composi-
tion.  They’re both impressive, and I thought
about comparing either of them to the City of
God.  Well, why not!

“‘Instrument’ and ‘Instruct’ have their
origins in a root word that means to pile up.
In this case, I assume we are piling up knowl-
edge about what the world is like, and thus
about what God is like.  What is God think-
ing?  What is God singing?  What is God
doing?  In God’s city there are many neigh-
borhoods, all busily singing his praises,
sometimes with preludes and fugues, some-
times with equations or ratios, sometimes
with testable hypotheses, and always with
wonder at the depth and variety of it all.”
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“Quote, unquote”

A record number of future
alumni will be participating in this
year’s graduation activities.

Some 673 graduating seniors are expected to be partici-
pating in the college’s 140th Commencement on Sunday,
May 8.  The previous high was approximately 640.

The record fits with the class’s history.  At the time of its
matriculation in the fall of 2001, the Class of 2005 had includ-
ed the largest number of first-year students in the college’s
history.

The Commencement speaker will be the Rev. Paul H.
Boersma ’82, who is the Leonard and Marjorie Maas
Endowed Senior Chaplain at the college.  The Baccalaureate
sermon will be delivered by the Rev. David M. Bast ’73 of
Grand Rapids, Mich., who is broadcast minister and presi-
dent of Words of Hope.

Commencement will be held at 3 p.m. at Holland
Municipal Stadium.  Baccalaureate will be held earlier in the
day, at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.

Rev. Boersma has been with the college’s campus min-
istries staff since the summer of 1994, and was named to the
Leonard and Marjorie Maas Endowed Chaplaincy in 2001.

Prior to coming to Hope, he was pastor of youth and edu-
cation at Community Reformed Church in Holland, where he
had been since 1983. He holds a Master of Divinity from
Western Theological Seminary.

Rev. Boersma’s mother is Connie Hinga ’49 Boersma and
his father was the late Max D. Boersma ’46, a longtime
member of the college’s Board of Trustees who died in
January of 2003.  His maternal grandfather was the late
Milton L. “Bud” Hinga, who was a member of the college’s
teaching and administrative staff for 29 years, serving as an
associate professor of history, serving as dean of men and
dean of students, serving as athletic director for nearly two
decades and coaching all sports at the college.

He and his wife, Melody Meyer ’83 Boersma, live in

Zeeland, Mich., and have three children: Aaron, Joel and
Emily.

Rev. Bast has been broadcast minister and president of
Words of Hope since 1994, and has been a member of the col-
lege’s Board of Trustees since 2001.

Words of Hope broadcasts gospel radio programs in
approximately 40 languages worldwide, especially among
the world’s least-evangelized, hardest-to-reach peoples.  As
part of his work with the radio ministry, Rev. Bast preaches
frequently in churches and conferences, representing Words
of Hope across the Reformed Church in America and around
the world.

Prior to joining Words of Hope, he held pastorates at
Hamilton (Mich.) Reformed Church; First Reformed Church
of South Holland, Ill.; and Fifth Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids, Mich.  He completed his Master of Divinity degree at
Western Theological Seminary.

His father was the Rev. Henry Bast ’30, who taught at
Hope and at Western Theological Seminary, and who
preached on the Temple Time radio program—predecessor
of Words of Hope—from 1952 to 1972.

Rev. Bast and his wife, Betty Jo Viel ’73 Bast, have four
children: Andrew, Peter, Jane ’03 and Anne, a Hope
junior.

In the event of rain, Commencement will be held at
Zeeland East High School, located at Riley Street and 96th
Avenue in Zeeland.  Admission to Baccalaureate, and to
Commencement if indoors, is by ticket only.

Graduation activities are May 8

Rev. Paul Boersma ’82 Rev. David Bast ’73
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RESEARCH SUPPORT: Hope has
received a fourth consecutive award for
student research from the Arnold and Mabel
Beckman Foundation of Irvine, Calif.

Hope is one of only 14 institutions
nationwide to receive a “Beckman Scholar
Award” for 2005. Hope also received
awards in 1998, the year that the program
began, and 2000 and 2002.

The foundation established the Beckman
Scholars Program to enhance the training of
the nation’s most talented and gifted under-
graduates in chemistry and the biological
sciences by providing sustained, in-depth
laboratory research experiences with faculty
mentors.  The recipient colleges and univer-
sities were chosen out of an initial pool of
nearly 800 institutions across the country.

The $70,400 award to Hope will support
a total of four students across the next three
years as they conduct research in biology,
biochemistry/molecular biology or chem-
istry. The award will support the students as
they conduct research with faculty members
full-time during two summers and part-time
during the intervening school year.

This year’s proposal from Hope was
written and submitted by Dr. Michael Silver,
who is the Frederich Garrett and Helen
Floor Dekker Professor of Biomedicine and
Chemistry at Hope.

OUTSTANDING CHEF: Todd Van
Wieren, executive chef of the Haworth Inn
and Conference Center, has been named
“Chef of the Year” by the Greater Grand
Rapids chapter of the American Culinary
Federation (ACF).

He was recognized during the “Grand
Culinary Affair” held at Grand Rapids
Community College on Tuesday, Jan. 25,
which was sponsored by the chapter and
Grand Rapids Magazine to recognize the
restaurants presented with 2004 dining
awards by the publication as well as the top
chefs, educators, students and other culinary
professionals honored by the chapter.

The “Chef of the Year” award recognizes
an outstanding culinarian who works and
cooks in a full-service dining facility, who
has demonstrated the highest standard of
culinary skills, and has given back to the
profession through the development of stu-
dents and apprentices.

Van Wieren, a Certified Executive Chef,
is the original chef of the Haworth Inn and
Conference Center.  He is employed by
Creative Dining Services, the management
company that oversees Hope’s hospitality
program.

He manages a kitchen staff of 20 full- and
part-time employees.  The Haworth Center
kitchen prepares meals for conferees at the
center year-round, as well as for students
who dine in the student dining room during
school-year weekdays.

FITTING TRIBUTE: Lasting contribu-
tions to multiple communities prompted a
gift to a project that will also serve in a
variety of ways.

Freedom Village Holland Retirement
Community donated $50,000 to the Richard
and Helen DeVos Fieldhouse in honor of Dr.
William Vanderbilt Sr. ’61.  The building’s
display concerning cross country at Hope—
one of several alcoves chronicling athletic
history at the college—will be named in his
honor.

Dr. Vanderbilt, who is executive director
of the Community Foundation of the
Holland/Zeeland Area, was the founding
executive director of Freedom Village,
spearheading the effort to develop the com-

munity, which opened in 1991.  He was pre-
viously a member of the Hope kinesiology
faculty for 21 years (1967-88), with teaching
responsibilities in the area of the sociology
and psychology of physical activity and
sport, and chaired the department for 13
years.

He coached six different sports during
his tenure at Hope, including cross country
for 17 years.

Editor’s Note: Freedom Village—located just
three blocks north of campus—figures promi-
nently in the story on page 14.  The feature
examines Hope’s appeal as a center of cultural
activity for retirees, many alumni, who choose to
make Holland their home.

Faculty Kudos

Jackie Bartley, adjunct assistant profes-

sor of English, is author of Women Fresh from
Water, a chapbook of poems being published
this spring by Finishing Line Press.

“Bartley reveals to us the seamlessness of
the worlds we wander in,” says Jack Ridl,
who is both a poet and a Hope faculty col-
league.  “Like her women in water, we must
learn to ‘live with’ those worlds not by dom-
inating, but by cooperating with the
elements that make us who we are, and by
surrendering to skill and trust.”

The poems in the new collection take
place in or around water as it weaves a con-
stant thread through the lives of girls and
women. Nevertheless, it is a book for both
genders as it explores the nature of living
and growing old in a world that is simulta-
neously lovely, dangerous and perplexing.
According to author and Hope professor Dr.
Heather Sellers, “In old movies, grade

school, and locker rooms [Bartley] pulls out
a kind of underwater music. Think swim-
ming pool; dive into this volume again and
again, refreshed each time. Truly wonderful
poems.”

President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63 has
been elected to the Board of Directors of the
National Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities (NAICU).

He was elected to the board during
NAICU’s annual meeting in Washington,
D.C., in February.  He will serve a three-year
term representing private colleges from
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.

President Bultman has been an active
leader in higher education circles.  Present
memberships include the Michigan

Campus Notes
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Celebrating a standard
There are many

ways to measure scope
and impact, and
volume worked well as
a starting point.

During the college’s annual
“Celebration of Undergraduate Research
and Creative Performance,” the main ball-
room of the Haworth Inn and Conference
Center was filled to capacity.

The event, first held in 2001, is
designed to spotlight the quality and
importance of student-faculty collabora-
tive research at Hope.  Some 180 students
made poster presentations presenting the
result of research and original work on
120 projects.  They represented all four of
the college’s academic divisions: the arts,
humanities, social sciences, and natural
and physical sciences. 

Specific departments and programs
with projects highlighted included
accounting, art, biochemistry, biology,
chemistry, communication, computer
science, education, English, the geological
and environmental sciences, kinesiology,
mathematics, modern and classical lan-
guages, music, nursing, physics and
engineering, psychology, sociology and
social work, and women’s studies.  The
projects also included cross-disciplinary
research, such as between communication
and sociology and social work, and
biology and engineering.

Table upon table and row upon row,
the students crowded into the huge room,
their number exceeded only by the other
members of the Hope community who
came to learn about and congratulate
them upon their work.

The quantity presented during the
January 29 celebration represented only a
portion of such activity at the college.  It
also tells only a part of the story.  More
significant is why Hope focuses on collab-
orative research and creative work in the
first place: because it is an exceptional
educational tool.

The lessons abound. There is, of
course, the opportunity to learn more
about the discipline—with the bonus of
knowing something no one else yet

knows.  There is the opportunity to learn
how research is conducted, and how it is
used, and how it travels from collection to
application.  There is also the opportunity
to discover research as a potential career
focus.

“I think it’s awesome,” said senior
Audra Jobin of Spring Lake, Mich., who is
a sociology and social work major.  Jobin
didn’t begin her Hope career planning to
get involved in a research project, but
she’s glad she did.

“I didn’t expect to be doing this, and
it’s a great experience,” she said.  “I’ve
learned a lot in the process.”

For Jill Pinter, a senior chemistry and
physics major from Belleville, Mich., par-
ticipating in research has been
transformational—and is an experience
that she highly recommends.

“I most definitely recommend a
research experience to anyone thinking
about doing scientific work,” she said.  “I
see myself as a model for all inexperi-
enced, uncertain students who come in
with nothing but a genuine interest in

science.  I’m proof that simply by
making us aware of opportunities that
exist, we can truly blossom beyond what
anyone, including ourselves, could ever
imagine.”

Pinter originally planned to participate
in research for only a semester, to gain
laboratory credit toward the college’s
American Chemical Society-certified
Bachelor of Science degree, but what she
experienced quickly changed her mind.
She discovered that she enjoyed the
process and the accompanying sense of
discovery.

Ultimately, after graduate school and
working at a national laboratory, she
hopes to find herself back at a liberal arts
school, as an instructor.  She said that she
is thinking in terms of a program that is
not yet as strong as Hope’s, so that she can
help build it up to the caliber that has ben-
efited her.  “The experience I have had as
an undergraduate at Hope has stretched
me in ways I never thought possible, and
I want to make this experience available
to everyone,” Pinter said.

Combine liberal arts breadth as an institution with research emphasis as a
philosophy, and the result is that even one of the largest rooms on campus can
only just manage to host an event celebrating the plentiful and diverse results.
Nearly 200 student researchers and performers, and many more members of
the Hope community, gathered at the Haworth Inn and Conference Center main
ballroom in January to learn about and celebrate the students’ work.
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Events

April 28, Thursday—Honors Convocation, Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7 p.m.

April 29, Friday—Spring Festival.  Classes dismissed at 3 p.m.
May 2-6, Monday-Friday—Semester Examinations
May 6, Friday—Residence halls close for those not participat-

ing in Commencement, 5 p.m.
May 7, Saturday—Alumni Day
May 8, Sunday—Baccalaureate and Commencement 
May 8, Sunday—Residence halls close for graduating seniors,

7 p.m.

May Term ’05—May 9-June 3
June Term ’05—June 6-July 1

Campus Visits: The Admissions Office is open from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays, and from 9 a.m. until noon on
Saturdays.  Tours and admissions interviews are available
during the summer as well as the school year.
Appointments are recommended.
Junior Days: Friday, April 15; Friday, April 22
Pre-Professional Day: Wednesday, May 25
For further information about any Admissions Office event, please
call (616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800-968-7850; check on-line at
www.hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope College Admissions
Office; 69 E. 10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI; 49422-9000.

Spring Student Dance Concert—Monday-Tuesday, April
18-19

Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.

Sacred Dance Concert—Sunday, April 24
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 2 p.m.
Admission is free.

Aerial Dance Theater—Monday-Saturday, May 9-14
Knickerbocker Theater, 11 a.m.
“Family Affair” matinees geared toward young audi-
ences, school children, special needs children and young
adults, seniors and families with children.  Interactive on-
stage activities with members of the company and
audience volunteers will be part of the performances.  The
concerts coincide with Holland’s Tulip Time festival.
Admission is free.

“Senior Show”—Through Sunday, May 8
Work by graduating Hope seniors.

Works by Stanley Harrington ’58—Saturday, May 14-
Saturday, June 11

Professor Harrington was a member of the art faculty from
1964 until his death in the fall of 1968.  The memorial exhi-
bition is being curated by Delbert Michel, professor
emeritus of art.  Proceeds from the sale of works will
benefit the Stanley Harrington Art Award fund at the
college.  There will be a formal opening on Saturday, May
14, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  Please see the story on page 17 for
more information.

The gallery is open Sundays and Mondays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.;
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 5
p.m.; and on Thursdays from 10 a.m. until 9 p.m.  Admission is free.

Faculty Recital Series—Sunday, April 17: Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 3 p.m.  With guests
hornist Bill Kuyper ’61 and cellist Kermit Moore.  Admission
is free.
Gospel Choir Concerts—Sunday, April 17: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 each, and
may be purchased at the college’s Campus Ministries Office or
online at www.hope.edu/gospelchoir. Any remaining tickets
will also be available at the door.
Women’s Chamber Choir Concert—Monday, April 18: St.
Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Anchor Band and Jazz Ensemble Concert—Thursday, April
21: DeWitt Center, Kletz, 6:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Wind Symphony Concert—Saturday, April 23: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.
Combined Choirs Concert—Tuesday, April 26: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.  Admission is free.

Downtown Holland at 86 East Eighth Street

The Knickerbocker is closed on Sundays.  Tickets are $6 for
regular adult admission, and $5 for senior citizens and students.
For more information, please call (616) 395-7403 or visit
www.hope.edu/arts/knick.

The Good Person of Setzuan—Friday-Saturday, April 15-16,
and Wednesday-Saturday, April 20-23

DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
By Bertolt Brecht

Tickets for Hope College Theatre productions are $7 for regular adult
admission, $5 for Hope faculty and staff, and $4 for senior citizens
and students. The ticket office is open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and until 8 p.m. on performance nights, and may be called at
(616) 395-7890.

Wednesday, April 20—Amy Fusselman, memoirist; and Mary
Szybist, poet and GLCA New Writer Award winner;
Knickerbocker Theatre, 7 p.m., with live music by the Hope
College Jazz Chamber Ensemble beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Admission is free.

Regional Events
Washington, D.C.—Thursday, April 21

A dinner with President James Bultman ’63 and Martie
Tucker ’63 Bultman at the Austrian embassy, home of
Drs. Thomas ’59 and Eva Nowotny.

Basking Ridge, N.J.—Saturday, April 23
A dinner with President James Bultman ’63 and Martie
Tucker ’63 Bultman at the Olde Mill Inn beginning at 6:30
p.m.

Mahwah, N.J.—Sunday, April 24
A luncheon with President James Bultman ’63 and Martie
Tucker ’63 Bultman at the Sheraton Crossroads Hotel
beginning at 1 p.m.

New York City—Monday, April 25
An after-hours reception with President James Bultman
’63 and Martie Tucker ’63 Bultman at the New York
Athletic Club from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Los Angeles, Calif.—Sunday, May 22
A reception and guided tour of the exhibit “Painting
Ethiopia: The Life and Work of Qes Adamu Tesfaw” by
Dr. Neal Sobania ’68 of the Hope faculty.  Please see the
story on page 19 for more about the exhibition.

Alumni Weekend—Friday-Sunday, May 6-8
Includes reunions for every fifth class, ’40 through ’80.

Bob DeYoung Hope Classic Golf Outing—Monday, June 27
At the Holland Country Club.

For more information concerning the above events, please call the
Office of Alumni and Parent Relations at (616) 395-7250 or the
Office of Public and Community Relations at (616) 395-7860, or
visit the Alumni Association Web site at: www.hope.edu/alumni/

The 34th season opens on Friday, June 17. The season is
still being finalized, and the rights are pending for all the
shows listed.

The shows in the DeWitt Center main theatre include:
Seussical the Musical
The Spitfire Grill
Servant of Two Masters
Bedroom Farce

Plus be sure to look for HSRT’s always-popular Cabaret
Show at the Park Theatre and another play at the intimate
Snow Auditorium in Nykerk Hall of Music, as well as two
children’s shows.

The season runs through Saturday, Aug. 13. Tickets will range
in price from $8 to $26. For additional information, please call
the theatre ticket office at (616) 395-7890 on or after its
Thursday, May 26, opening date.

Honors Convocation—Thursday, April 28
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7 p.m.

Baccalaureate and Commencement—Sunday, May 8

More information about all summer camps may be found at:
www.hope.edu/camps.

Science Camps
The popular program will offer a total of 31 one-week
camps spread across the five weeks beginning Monday,
June 20, and running through Friday, July 22.  Titles range
from “Crime Scene Investigation,” to “Ancient Greeks and
Romans,” to “Lego Robotics I and II,” to “Prehistoric
Planet,” to “Videogame Making,” to “Club Vet: Animal
Science.”  Each camp runs in the morning or afternoon,
and most are designed for a three-grade age range, such as
K-2, 3-5, 4-6, 6-8 or 7-9.
For complete information, including all titles and session times,
please check the science camp Web site through the link noted
above, e-mail sciencecamp@hope.edu or call (616) 395-7628.

Soccer Camps
Day Camp—two camps: June 13-17, 20-24 (ages six-14)
Elite Camp—two camps: July 10-15, 17-22 (ages 11-18)
For more information, please call (616) 335-8103 or visit 
www.hopesoccercamp.com.

Youth Football Camp
Skilled Position and Lineman Camp, entering grades nine-

12: July 24-26
Youth Camp, entering grades three-five: July 27-29
Youth Camp, entering grades six-eight: July 27-29
For more information, please call (616) 395-7690.

Boys’ Basketball Camps
Varsity Team Camp: June 17-18
Great Lakes Team Camp—two camps: June 19-22, 22-25
Junior Varsity Team Camp: July 5-7
Entering grades four-six: July 5-8
Entering grades seven-nine: July 11-14
For more information, please call (616) 395-7690.

Girls’ Basketball Camps
Entering grades six-eight: July 18-22
Entering grades nine-12: July 18-22
Body training, entering grades six-12: July 18-22
For more information, please call (616) 395-7690.

Volleyball
Entering grades six-eight: June 28-30
Hitter/setter, entering grades nine-12: June 28-30
High school team camp: July 14-16
Entering grades nine-12: July 18-21, 

at the Courthouse in Byron Center
Entering grades nine-12 beach camp:  July 28-30,

at Holland State Park
For more information, please call (616) 395-7690.

Tennis Academy
Nine weekly sessions, beginning June 13 and continuing
through Aug. 12. Participants may also register for the
entire summer.
For more information, please call (616) 395-4965.

Updates on events, news and athletics at Hope may be
obtained 24 hours a day by calling (616) 395-7888.  Updated
information concerning events is also available online at
www.hope.edu/pr/events.html.

Admissions

De Pree Gallery
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Instant Information

Traditional Events

Visiting Writers Series

Alumni, Parents and Friends

Dance

Academic Calendar

Music

Summer Camps

Theatre

Boys’ basketball will be just one of the activities
featured for area children during the summer at Hope.

Hope Summer Repertory Theatre

Knickerbocker Theatre
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Hope mourns death of John H. Jacobson
The Hope College

family has been
saddened by the death 
of former President
John H. Jacobson.

Dr. Jacobson, who was president of
Hope for 12 years, died on Tuesday, Feb.
8, of complications following a stroke.  He
was 71.

Dr. Jacobson became Hope’s 10th pres-
ident on July 1, 1987, and served until
retiring on June 30, 1999.  In retirement, he
and his wife of 50 years, Dr. Jeanne McKee
Jacobson, who survives him, moved to
Sarasota, Fla.

“We are shocked and saddened by
John’s untimely death.  He served the
college well during his presidency, and I
will always remember him as a true gen-
tleman and a genuinely delightful person
to be with,” said President James Bultman
’63, who succeeded Dr. Jacobson. “Over
the years I attended many meetings with
John and always found him to be very
insightful, articulate and fun.”

“John Jacobson left a strong legacy at
Hope, especially through his commitment
to the multicultural dimension of the
college and the campus ministries
program,” President Bultman said.  “He
had a vision for what Hope could be long
after his presidency, including a vision for
the recently completed capital fund-
raising campaign, Legacies: A Vision of
Hope.”

Dr. Jacob Nyenhuis was the college’s
provost during the entire Jacobson
presidency.

“It was my privilege to work closely
with John Jacobson throughout his presi-
dency and we had maintained our
friendship after his retirement,” said Dr.
Nyenhuis, who in retirement is director of
the college’s A.C. Van Raalte Institute.
“He used his brilliant mind and deep faith
in God in dedicated service to our beloved
college for 12 years, during which time
there were many significant changes at
Hope.  He has gone to be with our Lord,
leaving family and friends to grieve our
loss, but his gentle spirit and wisdom live
on in those of us who knew, respected and
loved him.”

Dr. Jacobson’s tenure at Hope was
marked by growth of the college itself and
significant recognition for Hope and
members of the college community.

During his presidency, Hope’s enroll-
ment grew from 2,710 to 2,911. The
college’s growth is reflected in additions
to campus including the Knickerbocker
Theatre (1988), Lugers Fieldhouse (1991),
DeWitt Tennis Center (1994), Haworth Inn
and Conference Center (1997) and Cook
Residence Hall (1997).  The college’s Van
Wylen Library also opened during the
spring of his first year as president.

Academic highlights included one
national and two state “Professors of the
Year,” and the appointment of three stu-
dents as “British Marshall Scholars.”
Hope was in the top 25 nationally among
baccalaureate colleges as a source of Ph.D.
recipients from 1991 to 1995 in the natural,
physical and social sciences, according to
a report by the National Science
Foundation in 1997. Hope also became the
only private, four-year, liberal arts college
in the country to have national accredita-
tion in art, dance, music and theatre.

During his presidency, the college
developed a multi-dimensional compre-
hensive plan to improve minority
participation at Hope, with priorities
including focusing on minority student
recruitment and retention, increasing the
presence of minority faculty and staff, and
emphasizing cultural understanding.

Strengthening Christian life and
witness at the college was among the four
major emphases of the successful Hope in
the Future capital campaign, which ran
from 1992 to 1994.

Prior to coming to Hope, Dr. Jacobson
was provost and vice president for acade-
mic affairs at Empire State College, State
University of New York (SUNY) in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.  He joined the
Empire State faculty in 1972 as dean of the
college’s Rochester Center in Rochester,
New York.  He became vice president for
academic affairs in 1974 and provost in
1980.  He twice served as acting president
of the college.

The Hope College Board of Trustees
established an endowed chair at Hope in
honor of both John Jacobson and Jeanne
Jacobson in 1999, as a retirement recogni-
tion.  An adjunct professor emerita of
education, Jeanne Jacobson was a member
of the Hope faculty from 1996 to 1999, and
has been a Senior Research Fellow with
the A.C. Van Raalte Institute since 1996.

In addition to his wife, survivors
include three living children, John
Edward Jacobson, Jean Katharine
Pokrzywka and Jennie Jacobson; eight
grandchildren; a sister, Mary Cotton-
Miller; and a brother, Carl Whitney
Jacobson.  He was preceded in death by a
son, James George Jacobson ’95.

Members of the Hope community
gathered for a memorial service on
campus on Monday, March 7, in Dimnent
Memorial Chapel.  The service included
words of remembrance by Dr. Nyenhuis;
by Dr. Marigene Arnold, a member of the

faculty at Kalamazoo College who had
been one of Dr. Jacobson’s students at
Florida Presbyterian College (now Eckerd
College); by Dr. James Gentile, dean for
the natural sciences and the Kenneth G.
Herrick Professor of Biology at Hope,
recently named president of Research
Corporation; and by John E. Jacobson,
elder son of John and Jeanne Jacobson.

In addition to reviewing his accom-
plishments, the speakers reflected on Dr.
Jacobson’s warmth and wise counsel.  The
Jacobsons’ son remembered a father who,
many years before, took time in the early
mornings to visit the ball field with him so
they could practice hitting and fielding
together.  He read excerpts from some of
his father’s speeches and writings at
Hope—his 1987 inaugural address, a 1999
Chapel talk and Presidential Update.

“In his final Presidential Update, my dad
wrote about how much he enjoyed the
weather and all the festivities of the 134th
annual Hope College Commencement of
1999,” John E. Jacobson said.  “He con-
cludes his remarks relating to the
commencement by writing, ‘When the cer-
emony ended, faculty, students and
families went out to the center of the
stadium to mingle one last time, to intro-
duce relatives, to reminisce about past
years, to take impromptu group pho-
tographs, and to exchange farewells.  And
then, little by little, the great assembly dis-
persed, never to be gathered again in this
life but to live on in the memories of
many.’”

“The same will be true of this gather-
ing, and of the wonderful Musical
Showcase that will be put on tonight, and
of the upcoming 140th Hope College
Commencement,” he said.  “So I hope that
everyone here and everyone involved in
each of those activities will treasure those
fleeting moments of celebration.  I know
that my dad would be gratified to be con-
sidered a contributor to the good
fellowship of these events and to the con-
tinued success of Hope College.”

“My father was very grateful for the
opportunity to serve as president of Hope
College,” he said.  “The years at Hope
were the crowning achievement in his life-
long journey to improve higher education
in America and to explore his profound
Christian faith.”

Dr. John H. Jacobson

A 12-year presidency generates many photos: inauguration, Commencement,
building dedications and many more, and several such images are on the cover.
But this one spoke to us more than any other: President Jacobson taking time from
his schedule in 1994 to be interviewed by elementary-age Emily Hunt, daughter of
grounds supervisor Bob Hunt, and her teddy bear.  Emily, by the way, is now a
Hope sophomore.

Dr. John Jacobson’s
tenure at Hope was
marked by growth of
the college itself and 
significant recognition
for Hope and
members of the
college community.
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Biologist Dr. Donald Cronkite
has been named the state’s 2005
“College Teacher of the Year” by
the Michigan Science Teachers
Association (MSTA).

The Friday, March 4, awards ceremony during which
he and winners in other categories were recognized
carried added significance.  This year’s “High School
Teacher of the Year” was Angelique Finch ’94 Biehl, who
as a student was in two of his classes and now teaches at
Portage Northern High School.

The awards were presented during the MSTA’s 52nd
annual conference, held at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance
Center.  The conference ran Thursday-Saturday, March 3-5,
featuring the theme “Science is Elemental.”

Known for his imaginative approach to his discipline,
Dr. Cronkite was also invited to present a seminar on “The
Role of the Zany in Teaching.”  In his own classroom, for
example, he has had his students design costumes that
illustrated the features that distinguished one of the phyla
they studied, and has had them perform a square dance to
demonstrate the principle of cell-division.  For a biology
“question and answer” column that he established for stu-
dents seeking help, he adopted the egret image on the
introductory text’s cover as the mascot and had the bird
present the answers in the first person.

It is not the first time that Dr. Cronkite, a member of the
Hope faculty since 1978, has received major external
recognition for teaching excellence.  In 1995, he won the
“Four-Year College Biology Teaching Award” presented
by the National Association of Biology Teachers.  In 1991,
he was one of only 700 faculty members recognized
nationally with a 1990-91 Sears-Roebuck Foundation
Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership Award.

He has also received recognition from the campus com-
munity.  In 1988, he was named a co-recipient of the

college’s Hope Outstanding Professor Educator (H.O.P.E.)
Award by the senior class and served as Commencement
speaker.

In addition, in recognition of the MSTA award, in
March Dr. Cronkite also received a special tribute citation
from the State of Michigan signed by Senator Wayne
Kuipers and Governor Jennifer Granholm.

Dr. Cronkite is a specialist in genetics.  His teaching
interests include introductory biology, embryology, cell
biology, genetics, the history of biology, evolutionary
biology, and science and human values.  He was academ-
ic director for the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship
Foundation National Leadership Institutes for High
School Biology Teachers from 1991 to 1997, and with help
from the National Science Foundation he has been
involved in forming high school-college partnerships to
enhance science education at the secondary level.

Biehl is in her second year at Portage Northern High
School, where she teaches earth science, 10th grade biology,
and one-year and two-year International Baccalaureate
courses that cover a variety of topics in biology and bio-
chemistry.  She previously taught at Lakeshore High School
in Stevensville, Mich., for seven years.

She is known for providing hands-on learning experi-
ences in her courses, and established forensic science
programs at both Lakeshore and Portage Northern.

Biehl appreciates the difference that a good teacher can
make.  Her interest in biology began in high school and
was then shaped during her time at Hope.    “I had a really
good biology teacher in high school, and the fire kept
going throughout my experience at Hope,” she said.

She has even continued to learn from Cronkite since
graduating, attending his presentations for teachers at a
variety of  professional meetings.  Active in professional
associations herself, she has also returned to Hope and
shared her own expertise.  During the college’s “Science
Day” for high school students on Thursday, Nov. 4, she
presented the session “Fascinating Fingerprints.”

The MSTA was founded in 1953, and works to promote

the development and advancement of science education in
Michigan.  Membership is open to all who are interested in
the advancement of science education in Michigan, and
includes elementary, middle school, junior and senior high
school teachers of science, college-level instructors and
science education administrators, and suppliers of science
books and apparatus.

Best in the state

Hope fared well in the Michigan Science Teachers
Association’s “Teacher of the Year” recognition in March.
Hope biologist Dr. Donald Cronkite was named “College
Teacher of the Year” by the group.  Named as “High
School Teacher of the Year” was Angelique Finch ’94
Biehl, who was one of Dr. Cronkite’s students.

Campus Notes

Scott Wolterink ’88 of
the Hope staff has been
promoted to vice
president for college
advancement.

Wolterink, who most recently served as
associate vice president for college
advancement, assumed his new duties on
Tuesday, March 1.  He succeeds William
K. Anderson, who will be retiring from the
Hope staff at the end of June as senior vice
president for finance and advancement.

“Bill Anderson has provided an excep-
tional service to Hope College by
assuming additional responsibilities in
college advancement for these past three
years.  His overall contributions to the life
of the college will be greatly missed,” said
President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63.  “We
now look forward to the next phase of
college advancement at Hope under the
leadership of Scott Wolterink.  He possess-
es demonstrated skills that will serve him

and the college well in his new role.”
Wolterink joined the Hope staff in 1996

as a regional advancement director.  In
2001 he was appointed director of the
“Hope Fund,” which solicits ongoing,
unrestricted financial support from
alumni, corporations, churches, parents
and friends for operations and programs
at the college.  He was promoted to asso-
ciate vice president for college
advancement in 2003, with additional
supervisory responsibility for Hope’s pro-
grams in alumni and parent relations.

A certified fund raising executive (CFRE),
he is a member of the National Committee
on Planned Giving and the Association of
Fundraising Professionals.  He is past presi-
dent of both the West Michigan Chapter of
the Association of Fundraising Professionals
and of the West Michigan Planned Giving
Group, and also serves on the Board of
Directors of both organizations.

He serves on the board of Good
Samaritan Ministries of Holland and of
the Christian Missionary Scholarship
Foundation of Keego Harbor, and is a

member of Third Reformed Church,
where he served as a deacon.  He is a 2002
graduate of Leadership Holland and a
past member of the board of Ladder Inc.

Immediately prior to joining the Hope
advancement staff, Wolterink was director
of the Career Development Center at Lake
Forest College in Illinois.  He was previous-
ly a graduate assistant in the Department of
Residential Life at the University of
Vermont in Burlington, where he complet-
ed a Master of Education degree in 1992.

From 1988 through June of 1990, he
served as an admissions counselor at Hope.  

He has conducted additional profession-
al studies through the National Planned
Giving Institute at the College of William
and Mary and the Owen Graduate School
of Management Executive Management
Institute of Vanderbilt University.

Wolterink and his wife, Heather Northuis
’88 Wolterink, have three children.

Anderson joined the Hope staff in 1966
as director of accounting, and was appoint-
ed controller in 1968, chief fiscal officer in
1972 and vice president for business and
finance in 1973.  He was chosen to lead the
college’s fundraising arm in February of
2001, succeeding Bob DeYoung ’56, who
had retired in June of 2000.

Scott Wolterink ’88 named VP

Scott Wolterink ’88
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For the second
consecutive year, two
members of the Hope
faculty have received
fellowships from the
National Endowment for
the Humanities.

Dr. Natalie Dykstra, assistant professor of
English, and Dr. Joseph LaPorte, associate
professor of philosophy, have each received
“2005-2006 Fellowships for College Teachers
and Independent Scholars” from the NEH.
Each will be using the fellowships as they
work on book projects.

The NEH awarded only 195 awards
nationwide, totaling $7.4 million.  Drs.
Dykstra and LaPorte both received $40,000,
the maximum.

Last year, Dr. John Cox ’67 of the English
faculty and Dr. Anne Larsen ’70 of the
French faculty both received fellowships to
support work on book projects during the
current, 2004-05 school year.

This year’s award is the second for Dr.
LaPorte, who had also received an NEH fel-
lowship for work during 2000-01.

Dr. Dykstra’s project is tentatively titled
“Still Life: The Photographs of Marian
‘Clover’ Adams.” Adams, Dr. Dykstra noted,
is most remembered for who her husband
was and how she died, but deserves greater
recognition for what she did in life.

“People are interested in her because she
committed suicide and because she was
married to Henry Adams,” Dr. Dykstra said.
“I want people to be interested in her
because of her photographs.”

Clover Adams took up photography in
1883, two years before her death.  Although
her husband, a Harvard historian who was
descended from two U.S. presidents, is
highly regarded for his contributions as a
writer, Dr. Dykstra believes that Clover
Adams’s photographs—showing friends
and family, pets, and interior and exterior
locales—also have much to offer, providing
insights into 19th century America and a
woman’s place in it.  Adams, Dr. Dykstra
said, left behind not only the images but also

a great deal of information about her pho-
tography, including the meticulous notes
kept while she did her own darkroom work
and references in her letters.

Dr. Dykstra’s interest in Clover Adams
began while she pursued her doctorate at the
University of Kansas, where her dissertation
focused on self-representation in women’s
autobiographical writing in the 19th and
early 20th century.  After completing her
Ph.D., she conducted research through a
Ruth R. Miller Fellowship in Women’s
History from the Massachusetts Historical
Society, which houses Adams’s photographs
and other materials.

She plans to include many of Adams’s
photographs in the book.  The volume will
also feature an updated biography, since the
last biography of Adams was published in
1982, as well as several chapters that will put
the photographs in their cultural context.

Dr. Dykstra has been a member of the
Hope faculty since 2000.  Her research
emphases are reflected in courses that she
teaches such as “Photography and
Literature” and “Telling Lives: Studies in
Women’s Autobiographical Prose.”

Her scholarship has included chapters
and articles contributed to books and acade-
mic journals, as well as presentations during

numerous professional conferences.  She has
already made multiple presentations on her
research on Adams, including during confer-
ences in the U.S., Canada and England.

Dr. Dykstra graduated from Calvin
College in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree.  She completed her master’s at the
University of Wyoming in 1992, and her doc-
torate in American studies at the University
of Kansas in 2000.

Dr. LaPorte will be working on the project
“Rigid Designation, Identity and Necessity
for Properties.” His work on this new project
follows naturally from his work on his previ-
ous book, for which he received his previous
NEH grant:   “Natural Kinds and Conceptual
Change,” published in December of 2003.

“Both projects stem from my interest in
epistemology, particularly in knowledge of
necessary truth,” he said, “so both projects
are part of a larger, ongoing plan of research
in a fundamental area that has fascinated
philosophers since ancient times.”

Through his 2000-01 fellowship, Dr.
LaPorte examined the way that scientific
inquiry refines the way that concepts are
understood, which in turn affects how
science progresses as future inquiry becomes
based on the new understandings.  In his
new project, he will focus not on changes in

the meanings of scientific terms, as before,
but rather on the necessary features of prop-
erties or attributes that our terms presently
refer to.

“This project examines attributes, like
the attribute of being courageous, hot or
painful,” he said.  “It examines what makes
one attribute identical to ‘another’ (so to
speak).  There is a special examination of
whether attributes describing our mental
or spiritual life can be identical to physical-
ly describable attributes—for example,
whether being in pain could be no more
and no less than having certain neural
activity going on.”

Dr. LaPorte joined the Hope faculty in the
fall of 1998.  He is currently on a year-long
sabbatical from teaching, working on pro-
jects including the beginning of another
book, scholarly articles and presented
papers, and an encyclopedia entry.

His primary research interests are the
philosophy of biology, the philosophy of
science, the philosophy of language and
metaphysics, with areas of concentration
including the nature and origin of knowl-
edge and the philosophy of religion.  He
has had articles in numerous professional
journals.

Dr. LaPorte graduated from the
Franciscan University of Steubenville in 1991
with a Bachelor of Arts degree; earned his
master’s from University College London in
1993; and earned his doctorate from the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst in
1998.

NEH fellowships support individuals
pursuing advanced research that contributes
to scholarly knowledge or to the general
public’s understanding of the humanities.
Recipients usually produce scholarly articles,
monographs on specialized subjects, books
on broad topics, archaeological site reports,
translations, editions or other scholarly tools.

A total of 11 fellowships were awarded to
scholars in Michigan.  In addition to Hope,
the Michigan institutions to have Fellows
named are Calvin College, Central Michigan
University, Oakland University, the
University of Michigan and Wayne State
University.  Hope and the University of
Michigan were the only institutions in the
state to have multiple recipients.

Dr. Natalie Dykstra Dr. Joseph LaPorte

Campus Notes

Two profs receive NEH Fellowships
It is the second consecutive year that two faculty have earned the honor

Colleges Foundation (MCF), Great Lakes
Colleges Association (GLCA), Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA),
and the Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities in Michigan (AICUM).
Bultman is also a member of the College
Sports Project, an initiative of select liberal
arts colleges funded by the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation for the purpose of
keeping athletics in perspective at NCAA
Division III institutions.

The National Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities (NAICU) serves
as the unified national voice of independent

higher education. Since 1976, the association
has represented private colleges and univer-
sities on policy issues with the federal
government, such as those affecting student
aid, taxation, and government regulation.

Charles Green of the faculty and Fonda
Green of the staff each received Michigan
Campus Compact (MCC) Faculty/Staff
Community Service-Learning Awards on
Thursday, Feb. 17.

The award recognizes outstanding com-
munity service and service-learning by
faculty and staff at the colleges and universi-

ties that are members of MCC.  Recipients
are honored for engaging or influencing stu-
dents to be involved in community service
or service-learning through modeling, influ-
ence or instruction. The award recipients are
nominated by peers at their institution.

Dr. Charles Green is a professor of psy-
chology and director of the college’s Phelps
Scholars Program, and Fonda Green is exec-
utive director of the Children’s After School
Achievement (CASA) program at Hope.
Husband and wife, they have been members
of the Hope and Holland communities for
more than 20 years.

They were honored during a reception
and awards ceremony at Adrian College.
The ceremony was held in conjunction with
MCC’s Ninth Annual Institute on Service-
Learning, “Deepening the Commitment to
Student Engagement through Quality
Teaching.”

Heather Sellers, associate professor of
English, is author of a new book that offers
guidance for those interested in becoming
writers themselves.

(See “Campus Notes” on page 19.)

(Continued from page three.)
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A new book that explores
the history and development
of the college’s religious
identity is intended not only
for members of the Hope
community but for all who
care about Christianity and the
academic enterprise,
especially as they are
embodied in American culture.

The book, Can Hope Endure?: A Historical
Case Study in Christian Higher Education, has
been written by Dr. James C. Kennedy and
Dr. Caroline J. Simon of the Hope College
faculty and published in “The Historical
Series of the Reformed Church in America”
by the William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company of Grand Rapids and Cambridge,
UK.  Released at the end of January, the
paperback volume sells for $28.

The two authors trace the way that Hope
has defined, expressed and maintained its
religious identity in light of both multiple
traditions within the college itself and the
broader context of U.S. culture.  They carry
the story from the college’s chartering in 1866
through the end of the 1990s and even a bit
beyond.

Drs. Kennedy and Simon contend that
Hope has long wrestled with balancing three
traditions in its religious identity.  First, with
the college affiliated since the beginning with
the Reformed Church in America, Hope’s
heritage includes a Calvinist emphasis on
intellectual inquiry as a way of understand-
ing God.  Next, also since its earliest days,
Hope has been influenced by American
evangelicalism, with an emphasis on person-
al piety and character.  Third, the college is
marked by a progressive ecumenism that
calls for hospitality to a wide range of belief
and opinion, a characteristic that has also
found expression for more than a century.

The three qualities, they note, have waxed
and waned in primacy relative to one
another, but with a tendency in the long term
toward what Drs. Kennedy and Simon call
the “Middle Way.”  The origins of that term
itself demonstrate the longevity of the
process—it was coined by Hope’s seventh
president, Dr. Irwin J. Lubbers ’17, some 50

years ago.
“Part of what I see, and this is a really

optimistic reading, is that the college seems
to operate like a gyroscope,” said Dr. Simon,
who is a professor of philosophy.  “You can
see it tilting, but you can also see a natural
tendency to rebalance.”

It was one such period of adjustment that
prompted the two professors to write the
book.

“There was big debate in the 1990s about
what Hope College was and what Hope
College ought to be,” said Dr. Kennedy, who
is a research fellow with the college’s A.C.
Van Raalte Institute and on leave in the
Netherlands as an associate professor of
history at Hope.  “That was part of what
drove us to an interest in the institution’s
past.  We were engaged Hope faculty who
wanted to know about the institution’s
history.”

In part, they were motivated by the differ-
ing understandings they encountered
concerning Hope’s past.

“People tended to have rival oral tradi-
tions with regard to the college’s history,”
Dr. Simon said.  “I just wanted to know what
the ‘truth of the matter’ was, as philosophers
naively say.”

Research for the book included extensive
use of Hope-related materials in the Joint
Archives of Holland, such as the minutes of
committee meetings, college and student
publications, and other documentation of
Hope activities.  The authors also inter-
viewed many key past and present members
of the Hope community, for which they even
traveled as far as Florida, and had access to
personal correspondence as well.

“You need to get as many points of view
as you can, and then try to say what looks
reliable,” Dr. Simon said.

They found the administration remark-
ably supportive of their effort to produce an
unvarnished overview of the topic.

“I think it took a certain amount of insti-
tutional courage for Hope to take a look at
itself that didn’t have the goal of flattering
the institution,” Dr. Simon said.  “It says
something important about the Hope
College administration’s respect for scholar-
ship as such that they’ve allowed us access to
materials that other institutions wouldn’t
have allowed people to look at.”

“The administration has been really sup-
portive,” Dr. Kennedy said.  “We’ve been
very grateful that we were given room to
write what we felt we have to write.”

For their part, Drs. Kennedy and Simon
worked with a balance of their own in mind.

“We tried to be respectful of the living
and the dead,” Dr. Kennedy said.  “At that
same time, we also tried to make this as frank
and honest as possible.”

What they found was a college that for
most of its first century pursued its “Middle
Way” in a largely conservative manner—an
effect of the college’s origins in ethnically
Dutch, Midwestern Holland.

“One reason that the college remained
relatively conservative for so long had a lot
to do with the fact that it was in a tradition-
ally minded ethnic enclave,” Dr. Kennedy
said.  “The processes of Americanization
were slower to make an impact on that ethnic
enclave.  The role of that ethnic character on
the college is one of the issues that we
explore.”

The change was gradual, but especially
following the postwar period Hope was in
the mainstream in U.S. higher education in a
variety of ways, “not least of all in its pre-
ponderant emphasis on academic excellence
rather than faith commitment,” noted Dr.
Kennedy.  In the 1960s, relatively strict
requirements concerning the Christian faith
in faculty hiring were relaxed to enable the
college to pursue a broader range of candi-
dates.  Correspondingly, Drs. Kennedy and
Simon note, less emphasis was placed on the
college’s religious heritage.

They stress that the college wasn’t unique
in that respect.  Most colleges founded in the
19th century were church-related, yet for
most, through a process of secularization, by
the end of the 20th century those ties had
faded, according to Drs. Kennedy and Simon.

Part of what has distinguished Hope, Drs.

Kennedy and Simon feel, is that the college
made a deliberate effort from the early 1970s
to reassert its religious identity where many
other institutions did not.  And so, they say,
began the trajectory that led to the tensions of
the 1990s as the college community found
itself encountering varied understandings of
its nature and of the college’s role as an insti-
tution of higher education.

Drs. Kennedy and Simon see continued
need for discussion, even if the process isn’t
always easy.  “We hope, among other things,
the book will help the local community
reflect on the strength of the changes that
happened out of a recent period of contro-
versy and also learn to deal better with
controversy in the future,” Dr. Simon said.
“In my perspective, looking at church-
related higher education, the most damaging
thing that an institution can do is take its
Christian identity for granted.”

“In a place as diverse as Hope, you have
both the strength and the weakness of
having multiple theological vocabularies and
the danger of people not having the faintest
idea of what other people are talking about,”
she said.  “It can make it the case that it can
take so much energy to have the conversa-
tion that many institutions stop having it.”

“Where Hope College is now is where it’s
always been—having to negotiate the tension
in how to continue to express who we are in
a community that’s diverse,” Dr. Simon said.
“That’s an issue any college that cares about
its religious identity has to face.”

Campus Notes

Book examines Hope’s faith journey

A new book by Drs. James Kennedy and Caroline Simon of the Hope faculty
examines how Hope has defined, expressed and maintained its religious identity
since the college’s founding.  In sharing Hope’s history, the book provides insights
that apply to Christian higher education in the U.S. in general.

The two authors trace the
way that Hope has defined,
expressed and maintained
its religious identity in light
of both multiple traditions
within the college itself and
the broader context of U.S.
culture.
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Faculty Profile

Four people, 104 years,
They represent four different

departments, but there are a few
things they have in common.

The four faculty who are retiring from Hope this year
have been untiring in their commitment to their disci-
plines, the college and Hope students.  Their impact, on
both the college and students’ lives, will endure far
beyond their time as Hope educators.  And they’ll be
missed.

Retiring this year are Dr. Hersilia Alvarez-Ruf, profes-
sor of Spanish; Dr. George Kraft, professor of kinesiology;
Dr. Stuart Sharp, professor of music and chairperson of
the department; and Dr. Leslie Wessman, the Arnold and
Esther Sonneveldt Professor of Education and chairperson
of the department.  Combined, their service to Hope totals
104 years.

Hersilia Alvarez-Ruf (1984)
Even as a child, Dr. Alvarez-Ruf was drawn to teaching.
“I always loved my teachers,” she said.  “I had great

teachers, and thought maybe I could be like that.”
She began her career in her native Chile in 1959, teach-

ing English phonetics at the Universidad de Concepcion,
where she also did her undergraduate work, for several
years.

In 1976, she and her husband Karl went to England so
that she could complete a master’s degree at the
University of Leeds.  The time abroad had a significant
impact.  Chile had experienced a military coup in 1973,
and while they hadn’t had any troubles before they left,
they found readjusting difficult.

“When we went back to Chile, things there had deteri-
orated very much,” she said.  “There was a lot of
instability, a lot of people were disappearing.  My
husband and I, after being totally and absolutely free in
England for two years, had forgotten what it was to live in
Chile, where you couldn’t say certain things.”

And so they took advantage of an opportunity to go
abroad again, this time to the United States, so that Dr.
Alvarez-Ruf could pursue her doctorate at the University
of Michigan.  As she was finishing her coursework, with
her dissertation to go, her university back home gave her
an ultimatum:  come back in a few days, or find another
job.

She decided to seek a position in the U.S.  What she
saw at Hope made her choice clear.

“They were so friendly, they were so nice,” she said,
recalling her initial visit. “They treated me so well.
Somehow, I felt very comfortable here.”

Hope’s small size was a major asset, since connecting
with students has always been a priority for her.

“I want to know my students—that’s the most impor-
tant thing to me,” Dr. Alvarez-Ruf said.  “And that’s what
I’ve tried to do at Hope—I’ve tried to get involved in as
many student activities as possible.”

For more than a decade, she has been faculty advisor
for the Sigma Sigma sorority.  She has helped career plan-
ning with events, was a bingo caller for SAC’s “Vegas
Night” for many years, participated in Senior Banquet
skits and worked with the Hispanic Student
Organization.

She has repeatedly taught May and June Term courses
because she enjoys working with beginning students.  She
has also directed Hope’s student exchange program with
the Autonomous University of Queretaro in Mexico.

Students have appreciated her commitment, both
within the classroom and outside of it.  In 1994, the grad-
uating class presented her with the “Hope Outstanding
Professor Educator” (H.O.P.E.) Award.  In 1996, the
student body presented her with the inaugural
Homecoming “Favorite Faculty/Staff Member Award.”

As much as she has loved Hope, in July she will be
moving away, to a retirement community in Florida.  She
is making the move not to take it easy, but to stay busy.
The community itself is activity oriented, and there is
college nearby where she hopes to teach part-time.

Even after 20 years, she finds Holland’s winters diffi-
cult—especially since an accident on icy roads about nine
years ago.  Karl used to chauffeur her, but since his death
in May of 2003 she has been dealing with the weather on
her own.

“What I want is to keep active, and I know if I stayed
in Holland I wouldn’t be.  Especially in the long months
of winter, I wouldn’t get out of the house,” she said.

George Kraft (1967)
George Kraft can’t imagine having spent his career

anyplace but Hope.
“I eat, breathe, sleep and drink Hope College,” he said.

“The bottom line is, it’s just a great institution. How could
I have picked a better place to work?”

Dr. Kraft was born the son of missionary parents in
1939 and spent his first few years in China.  It was World
War II, and the family left for the U.S. at Christmastime in
1943, traveling west over the “Hump” across the
Himalayas to India.

He did his undergraduate work at Wheaton College,
majoring in history. He spent two years as an infantry
officer in the U.S. Army, but ultimately was pulled by his
interest in athletics.

“Sport has always been a huge part of my life,” he said.
“It was coaching that got me hooked, and then I got inter-
ested in kinesiology as a result of that.”

This year’s four faculty retirees in combination have provided more than a century of service to the college,
affecting hundreds of students and having an enduring impact that will last far beyond their time on campus.
From left to right are Dr. Leslie Wessman, Dr. Stuart Sharp, Dr. George Kraft and Dr. Hersilia Alvarez-Ruf.

“I eat, breathe, sleep and
drink Hope College.  The
bottom line is, it’s just a great
institution.  How could I have
picked a better place to
work?”

—Dr. George Kraft

“I want to know my students
—that’s the most important
thing to me.  And that’s what
I’ve tried to do at Hope—I’ve
tried to get involved in as many
student activities as possible.”

—Dr. Hersilia Alvarez-Ruf
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While doing graduate work in physical education at the
University of Indiana, he learned of Hope through Dr.
Daryl Siedentop ’60.  The timing was fortuitous.  Hope was
establishing its physical education major, and enlarging the
faculty accordingly.

In addition to teaching, Dr. Kraft has served as depart-
ment chair.  He was chair from 1988 to 2003, during which
time the program restructured and became the “depart-
ment of kinesiology” to reflect its three-fold emphasis on
athletic training, exercise science and physical education.

He coached wrestling from 1967 to 1978, and was an
assistant football coach from 1967 until 1997.

Dr. Kraft played a leadership role in developing the
Dow Center, which opened in 1978, and was the building’s
program director for many years.  The Dow was designed
for use by all students, and he is still gratified when the
building encourages someone to be active.

“I get as much satisfaction from that as I would if one of
our players got a tryout for professional football, maybe
more,” he said.  “Somebody who wasn’t really physically
active at all who just got turned on.  That’s exciting.”

Dr. Kraft’s involvement in the department has been
complemented by an active interest in music.  He and his
wife Roberta, who is on Hope’s music faculty, have devel-
oped programs of sacred and secular music that they
present throughout Michigan, on themes ranging from
“Symbols of Christmas” and the “The Life and Times of
Charles Wesley,” to George Gershwin, Stephen Foster,
Lerner and Loewe, and Rodgers and Hammerstein.

In retirement, Dr. Kraft plans to spend more time con-
ducting research for and fine-tuning their programs.
Roberta isn’t retiring yet, but when she does he also antici-
pates that they’ll pursue additional performance venues.

His retirement plans also include writing on football,
about which he previously published a book, and on the
intersection of sport and faith.  The latter is a topic he has
enjoyed exploring with students in a Senior Seminar these
past few years—and wishes he had examined earlier.

“I don’t know why I didn’t start teaching a Senior
Seminar earlier,” he said.  “There are so many instances
where sport and religion intersect.”

He is also working on an autobiographical piece, and
envisions spending additional time serving his church and
the community, and visiting friends on the mission field.

And, appropriately, he also intends to continue to visit
the Dow Center on a regular basis.

“I’ll be exercising in the winter every day,” he said.  “I’ll
be one of the regulars here.”

Stuart Sharp (1975)
When it came to selecting a career direction, Stuart

Sharp didn’t have a choice.
Growing up, he had been an active musician—in high

school he had even been a church organist and choir direc-
tor.  But, heading into college at Bucknell he tried to fight it,

figuring that he wouldn’t be able to make a life of it, and set
his schedule with other plans in mind.  It didn’t work.

“During the first semester, it became clear,” he’d said.
“I’d been so involved in music in high school, and I wasn’t
doing much with music, and I felt an enormous vacuum in
my life.”

“When you’re in the field of music, career choice is
pretty much revealed unto you. That’s what you do best
and that’s what you find meaning and satisfaction in,” Dr.
Sharp said.

Ultimately, he majored in music, and then went on to
the University of Michigan for a Master of Music degree.  A
vocalist, he spent the next 11 years teaching at Georgetown
College in Kentucky, at the same time completing his doc-
torate at the University of Kentucky in music performance
and musicology.

He was ready to return north by the time he finished his
D.M.A., and Hope offered a perfect fit.

“I liked the size of the department, and its offerings and
faculty,” he said.  “I also liked the kind of Christian institu-
tion that it was.  They always called it in those days an
‘alternative’ Christian college—not a prescriptive Christian
college, but a Christian college nonetheless.”

Dr. Sharp’s performance credits include work in opera,
chamber music and oratorio.  Some of his Hope perfor-
mances have been added to the VoxBook online music
project developed by colleague Dr. Margaret Kennedy-
Dygas.

In addition to teaching, in the latter 1970s he began the
annual Christmas Madrigal Dinner presented by the
Collegium Musicum, which he directed.  He is also on his
second tour as department chair, providing something of a
bookend to his initial appointment—during the first round
he was a new faculty member, not yet tenured.

For 20 years, he was on the Advisory Board of the Great
Lakes Colleges Association New York Arts Program.  Active
in professional organizations, he is past president of the
Michigan chapter of the National Association of Teachers of
Singing, past chair of the Music Section of the Michigan
Academy of Arts, Science and Letters, and a past board
member of the National Association of Schools of Music.

Although retirement will reduce his involvement in the
department, it won’t be ending it.

“I’m going to continue to teach part-time—just studio
voice, which is probably what I do best and what I enjoy the
most,” he said.  “If it’s needed and I enjoy it, it makes sense
to have that still be a part of my life.”

He also has his eye on other interests—including pho-
tography, and nature conservancy, and family.

“I have a large family [six children and stepchildren] to
keep up with and enough interesting hobbies, and my wife
and I want to travel,” he said.  “I can’t imagine not having
enough to do.”

“And music, always.  It’s such a sustaining thing,” he
said.  “It’s a life all to its own, even if you’re not teaching or
pursuing it professionally.”

Leslie Wessman (1990)
As she looked into teaching at Hope, Dr. Leslie

Wessman had a unique insight into her prospective
employer.  Her son, Dylan, had enrolled as a freshman in
the fall of 1989.

In fact, since he had already been under something of a
spotlight growing up because of his parents’ professions,
she made a point of clearing the idea with him first.

“He’s the son of a minister and a teacher,” she said.  “I
had to get his permission to apply for the position here
because this was his world, and I didn’t want to interfere.”

Dr. Wessman joined the education faculty with 30 years
of experience as an educator.  She had worked in high

schools in Colorado, California, Rhode Island and Hawaii,
teaching English and French and serving as a guidance
counselor and an assistant principal.

She completed her bachelor’s degree at the University of
Wyoming, and earned three master’s degrees before com-
pleting her doctorate at Michigan State University in 1988.

Immediately prior to coming to Hope, she was a
researcher with and executive director of the Michigan Out-
of-Formula District Association (MOFDA) in Lansing.

Dr. Wessman has been department chair since 1996, and
recently led the department during its successful bid for
reaccrediation.  Earlier, she had mentored Hope’s educa-
tion students as they formed the first student chapter of the
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
in 1993.  She was appointed the first recipient of the
Sonneveldt chair in 1998, and in January received the col-
lege’s “Ruth and John Reed Faculty Achievement Award.”

Her primary scholarly interest is on brain research and
its implications for learning.  In 2001, she helped establish
the “Midwest Brain and Learning Institute,” a week-long
summer conference held at Hope that has drawn educators
from around the country.

In the modern science of the brain—researchers can
even hook subjects to an MRI and watch how the brain
changes as they learn—she has found a connection to the
eternal.

“One of the things that I like about all of what I’ve learned
about the brain is that it really affirms what we hear from
scripture about God’s abundance,” she said.  “Every child
and adolescent can and does learn; every adult continues to
learn throughout life.  Yet there are so many children, youth
and adults who believe they can’t learn well.  I have been
committed to helping our Hope teacher education graduates
enter the profession with the desire and confidence to bring
hope to all those with whom they work.”

As she nears retirement, Dr. Wessman anticipates only a
partial change in focus.  She will remain involved with the
institute, and will also be guiding a related initiative to
develop a new professional certificate in advanced studies
in student learning.

She also plans to join a network of retired educators who
are banding together to support current K-12 teachers as
they cope with issues ranging from budget crises to ever-
changing government regulations.

“It provides us a way to give back to them,” she said.
“Hopefully, some day they’ll give back to teachers, too.”

Excited by the possibilities and as engaged as ever by
her discipline, Dr. Wessman can’t quite believe she’s
reached retirement.

“I’ve been doing this for 45 years now, and it doesn’t feel
like 45 years,” she said.

, lasting impact
“One of the things that I like
about all of what I’ve learned
about the brain is that it really
affirms what we hear from
scripture about God’s abun-
dance.  Every child and
adolescent can and does
learn; every adult continues to
learn throughout life..”

—Dr. Leslie Wessman

“When you’re in the field 
of music, it’s pretty much
revealed unto you that that’s
what you do best and that’s
what you find meaning in and
find satisfaction in.”

—Dr. Stuart Sharp
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